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Kingdom observes King's assumption 

of constitutional powers 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Prime Minister's office Tues- 
day issued a statement announcing that government 
departments and public institutions will be closed on 
Saturday, May, 2 in observance of the anniversary of 
His Majesty King Hussein’s assumption of his consti- 
tutional powers. King Hussein who acceded to the 
Hashemite Throne on Aug. 11, 1952 when he was 17 
years old, assumed his powers on May 2, 1953. 
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l).N. calls to pressure Sudan on famine aid 

GENEVA fAFPi ■ — The U.N. food agency on Tues- 
day called on the international community to pressure 
the Sudanese government into allowing more famine 
relief flights into the strife-tom southern state of Bahr 
El Ghazal “Our relief workers there arc asking how 
many must die before the international community 
reacts," said World Food Programme iWFPi spokes- 
woman Christiane Berthiaume. “The more we wait, 
the more the situation deteriorates,” s,hc said, adding 
that some women have been reduced to not feeding 
their weaker children in favour of feeding the litter 
ones. “Khartoum needs to be pressured inlu clearing 
more flights.” she went on. Civil war, droughts and in 
parts unseasonably heavy ruins have combined to 
cause a famine which the WFP fear* could soon reach 
catastrophic levels. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


King visits Tunisia today 

7 am determined not to have it become a peace 
between governments but peace between people ’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein is set to 
pay a state visit to Ibrdsia 
today at the invitation of 
Tunisian President Zein A1 
Abidine Ben Ali, according to 
a Royal Court statement. 

The statement said that the 
visit reflects the strong broth- 
erly relations between Jordan 
and Tunisia and part of the 
efforts exerted to further bol- 
ster inter-Arab relations. 

On Tuesday, King Hussein 
and the accompanying delega- 
tion visited a P arrish mili tary 

air base and listened to a brief- 
ing by the base commander: 
The King watched militar y 
exercises and airsbows per- 
formed by air-base pilots. 

Also Tuesday, King Hus- 
sein, Queen Noor and His 
Royal Highness Prince Ah 

(Continued on page 7) 


Inaugurated by Regent yesterday 

COPEX boasts participation of 
over 80 international companies 





Th eir Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor axe received by Danish Queen Mar- 
{ Continued on page 7) garethe at a banquet hosted by the Copenhagen mayor in their honour Tuesday 

Musa predicts failure in London, raises 
possibility of ‘immediate’ Arab summit 

bJSr M [Si 8 l3LiS Mubarak urges Netanyahu 

Amr Musa said here Tues- ministers [for a summit] 

day he expects upcoming more than at any time in the tf) tW SflVP Min PH TlPflCP 
London talks to foil in nasL” he said. "If the Lon- • U J IVllUCUdl jSCULsC 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said here Tues- 
day he expects upcoming 
London talks to fail in 
reviving the deadlocked 
Israeti-Palestinian . peace 
probess. 

Mr. Musa, who came jto „ 
Gaza City after attending 
talks in Cairo between 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyantin 

Netanyahu, said it was 
“probable” the London 
talks would fail. 

He also raised the possi- 
bility of an ‘immediate’’ 
Arab summit if the talks foil 
in London on May 4 
between U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
and the Israeli and Palestin- 
ian leaders. 

“Let us wait for the Lon- 
don meetings. If they pro- 
duce nothing, we must bear 
our duty. I do not rule out 
an immediate Arab su mmi t, 
especially if we reach a 
stage of crisis," Mr. Musa 
told Palestinian Television. 


“Contacts are going on 
between [Arab] foreign 
ministers [for a summit] 
more than at any time in the 
past,” he said. “If the Lon- 
don talks foil, and this is 
prob^Q^Jhe.aitcinative is 
not just to hold an Arab 
suapniL-Jt must Jbe interna- 
tional effort” he 7 said, 
apparently referring to an 
international conference on 
the peace process. 

Mr. Musa met in Gaza 
City with Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat to bring 
him a message sent by Mr. 
Mubarak after his talks 
with Mr. Netanyahu about 
the deadlock in the peace 
process, which has lasted 
for more than a year. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu are to meet sep- 
arately with Ms. Albright to 
discuss a U.S. package pro- 
posal which is said to call 
on Israel to conduct a long- 
promised troop withdrawal 
from 13 per cent of the 
West Bank. 

(Continued on page 7) 


CAIRO (AP) — President 
Hosni Mubarak on Tuesday 
urged Israel’s prime minis- 
ter to do what he can to 
save the Mideast peace 
process at next week’s Lon- 
don conference aimed at 
nudging forward stalled 
peace talks. 

Mr. Mubarak held sepa- 
rate discussions with Prime 
Minister Benyarain 

Netanyahu and U.S. envoy 
Martin Indyk at his AJ 
Sal am Palace to try to 
encourage success at the 
crucial American-mediated 
London meeting. 

Henry Siegman. an 
American Middle East 
expert, also met with Mr. 
Mubarak and quoted the 
Egyptian leader as saying 
he urged Mr. Netanyahu to 
do “everything he can to 
make that meeting a suc- 
cess.” Neither Mr. Mubarak 
nor Mr. Netanyahu spoke 


to reporters after their dis- 
cussions. but Me. -Mubarak 
had told NBC’s ‘Today” 
show Tuesday that the 
peace negotiations were 
“really frozen." Progress in 
the talks came to a halt in 
March 1997 after Israel 
announced plans to build a 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
east Jerusalem, an area 
Palestinians want as the 
capital of an independent 
state. 

Mr. Siegman, who is a 
member of a private U.S. 
group, the Council on For- 
eign Relations, said after 
seeing Mr. Mubarak that 
the London meeting was 
“potentially a critical chap- 
ter in the peace process." 
U.S. Secretary' of State 
Madeleine Albright is to 
meet separately with Mr. 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince El 
Hassan bin Talal, the 
Regent, on Tuesday inau- 
gurated the Contingent and 
Operational Procurement 
Exhibition (COPEX 1 with 
the participation of more 
than SO military technology- 
companies representing 
both Arab and foreign 
firms. 

Military delegations from 
44 states are unending the 
three-day exhibition, at the 
King Abdullah Air Base, 
including the defence min- 
ister of Ukraine. Alexander 
Kozomok, and other senior 
officials from Arab and for- 
eign states. Non-Arab 
countries participating 
include companies from the 
United States, France. 
Ukraine, Romania. Italy, 
Switzerland and Denmark. 
Among the Arab countries 
participating are Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, 
UAE and Saudi Arabia, and 

Israel to slap 
closure on 
W. Bank, 
Gaza over 
weekend 

TEL AVIV (AP) — 
Israel will place a clo- 
sure on the West Bank 
and Gaza over indepen- 
dence day weekend, bar- 
ring thousands of Pales- 
tinians from entering the 
Jewish state, the army- 
announced. 

The closure will go 
into effect Tuesday 
night, as Israel begins its 
2-f-hour commemoration 
of remembrance day for 
fallen soldiers. Ir will 
last until the end of cele- 
brations for the coun- 
try’s 50th anniversary 
Saturday night. 



Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince El Hassan bin Tala], the Regent, and 
Prince Abdullah Commander of the Special Forces, inspect new weapons and 
military' technology at the Contingent and Operational Procurement Exhibition 
(COPEX) held in Amman Tuesday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Egypt. 

COPEX features different 
types of military equipment 
such as armed vehicles. 


machineguns, helicopters, 
amphibious vehicles, tanks 
and communications sys- 
tems. 


Tuesday, the Egyptian 


(Continued on page 7) 


Kuwait to free 25 Jordanian 
detainees — report 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Monday was 
unable to confirm news 
reports from Kuwait City 
that another 25 Jordanians 
held at a Kuwaiti deporta- 
tion centre will return 
home. 

Officials at various min- 
istries. including the min- 
istries of interior and for- 
eign affairs, said they 
received no notification of 
their release. Efforts to 
contact Kuwaiti authorities 
failed due to a public holi- 
day observed in the emi- 
rate yesterday. 

Kuwait on Monday freed 
13 Jordanians imprisoned 
since 1991 for allegedly 
collaborating with Iraq 


during the Gulf war. 

The release w-as made 
possible by a special par- 
don granted by Kuwait’s 
emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad Al Sabah, on the 
occasion of the Islamic 
holiday of the Hijri new 
year. 

New's reports from 
Kuwait City yesterday- 
quoted Kuwaiti Interior 
Minister Sbeikh Moham- 
mad Khaled Al Sabah as 
saying on Monday that an 
additional 25 Jordanians 
held at the Talha deporta- 
tion centre would be 
expelled and sent back 
home on a collective pass- 
port. 

The repons did noi pro- 
vide details as to w'hen the 
prisoners would be repatri- 
ated or how long they have 


been at the deportation 
centre. 

Talha station, south of 
the Kuw-aiti capital, has 
recently been at the centre 
of a heated debate, with 
human rights organisations 
urging the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment to close the facility 
because of human rights 
violations and the centre's 
inadequacy to accommo- 
date over 400 prisoners 
currently being held there. 

Kuwait responded by 
saying that ii ioulu not 
close the station, because 
many of the prisoners held 
there cither do not want to 
go home, or have nowhere 
to go to. or must pay over- 
due residency lees. 


(Continued on page 7» 


While Ross reports no progress, U.S. 
tells PNA it will not change its proposal 


Security Council rolls over Iraq sanctions 


OCCUPIED 

JERUSALEM (AP) — 
Palestinian leaders said 
Tuesday they have won 
assurances from U.S. 
mediators that Washing- 
ton's proposal for an 
Israeli troop withdrawal 
from 13 per cent of the 
West Bank will not be 
watered down despite 
Israeli efforts. 

Jewish settler leaders, 
meanwhile, -complained 
that even the nine per cent 
pullback proposed by 
Israeli ■ Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
would endanger Jewish 
settlements. 

In the event of such a 
withdrawal. 10 settlements 
would become isolated 
enclaves in Palestinian-run 
territory,, said settler 
spokeswoman Yehudit 
Tayar. 

Despite a flurry of diplo- 
matic activity, U.S. media- 
tor Dennis Ross appeared 
to be making no progress 
on the fourth day of his 
shuttle mission Tuesday. 
Mr. Ross faces a May 4 
deadline when U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright expects ■ clear 
answers - from Mr. 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 


President Yasser Arafat on 
the U.S. compromise pro- 
posal Ms. Albright is to 
hold separate meetings 
with Mr. Netanyahu and 
Mr. Arafat in London. 

Palestinian negotiators 
have in principle accepted 
the U.S. plan, but insist 
that it be published formal- 
ly. The Clinton administra- 
tion has resisted so far, 
apparently out of concern 
this could be seen as undue 
pressure on IsraeL 

“Time is crucial,” top 
Palestinian negotiator Saeb 
Erekat told The Associated 
Press on Tuesday. 

“Ross has reassured us 
that the Americans are 
standing by their commit- 
ments in regard to their 
peace initiative... [but] the 
Americans have to declare 
their initiative ‘ officially 
anti publicly." The United 
States has proposed that 
Israel gradually hand over 
13.1 per cent of the territo- 
ry to the Palestinians over 
12 weeks, with each pull- 
back linked to Mr. Arafat 
taking steps to curb terror- 
ism. The Palestinians now 
have fall or partial control 
over 27 per cent of the 
West Bank. 

Israeli Cabinet Secretary 


Clinton says that Arafat has made 
concessions, hints it’s Israel’s turn 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — U.S. President Bill 
Clinton praised Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat for 
maltin g concessions to break 
the deadlock in the peace 
process and hi nt ed strongly 
that it was now' Israel's turn to 
do tte same, according to an 
interview published Tuesday. 

The Jerusalem Post quoted 
Mn Clinton as saying Mr. 
Arafat had notably lowered his 

expectations over a long- 
delayed Israeli troop pullback 
from the West Bank which is 
required under interim peace 


‘“Chatman Arafat has cer- 
tain territorial aspirations and 
he's clearly realigned them. 
And they’re deady willing to 
go forward,” Mr Qintoa said. 

Mr Clinton also praised 
action taken by Mn- Arafat’s 
Palestinian National Authority 
against the Islamist movement 
Hamas in recent weeks, dear- 

Danny Naveh said Tuesday 
that nothing would be 
achieved by the publica- 
tion of the U.S. initiative. 

“The key to reaching any 
breakthrough, the key to 


ly inchoating he thought this 
helped meet Israeli conditions 
for carrying out the troop with- 
drawal 

“I think Arafiai. the way they 
handled this last Hamas case, I 
think should have built up his 
credibility a Me bit,” be said. 

Mr. Arafat “took some risks, 
so now I think it’s an impor- 
tant moment. W: have to just 
make the most of it." 

In a veiled criticism of 
Israel’s reluctance to go ahead 
with the kind of troop with- 
drawal Washington says is 
needed to rescue the peace 
talks, Mr. Clinton noted that 
the last peace accord imple- 
mented by Israel was its with- 
drawal in January 1997 from 
most of the West Bank city of 
Hebron. 

“It’s been a long rime since 
the Hebron agreement It’s 
been a long time since any- 
thing happened,” he said. 

getting the process, back on 
track is a general recogni- 
tion that there are some 
things only Israel can make 

(Continued on page 7) 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The U.N. Security 
Council on Monday main- 
tained almost eight-year 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq, 
but acknowledged progress 
in dismantling Iraqi nuclear 
weapons. 

Security- Council hardlin- 
ers Britain and the United 
States admitted for the first 
time that progress had been 
made on the nuclear file, 
but that more accounting 
was needed on Iraqi biolog- 
ical and chemical arms. 

“We do acknowledge 
progress in the nuclear 
file,” said U.S. Ambassador 
Bill Richardson after 
closed-door discussions on 
an International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) 
report 

He specifically referred to 
data regarding nuclear 
enrichment nuclear design 
and nuclear exports. 

The council concluded at 
its prolonged closed-door 
consultations, which started 
early Monday, that “there 
was no consensus among 
the 15 members to modify 
the sanctions regime.” 
Council president Hisashi 
Owada of Japan, told 
reporters. 

“Council members will 
continue to consult on the 
possibility of further Coun- 
cil action in connection 
with the IAEA report.” Mr. 


Owada added. 

Russia has informally cir- 
culated a draft resolution 
that would effectively 
declare Iraq free of nuclear 
weapons in the light of a 
generally positive IAEA 
report to the council. 

The Russian draft on 
Monday received the back- 
ing of permanent members 
China and France. 

However. Mr. Richardson 
said: "We believe that it is 
premature to totally close 
that file without further 
steps being taken.” 
Washington is promoting 
a rival statement that would 
provide for the nuclear dis- 
armament burden to shift to 
long-term monitoring in six 
months* time, and only if 
Iraq continues to cooperate 
with the U.N. inspectors. 

British Ambassador Sir 
John W'eston said that be 
felt the Russian draft reso- 
lution was “unnecessary 
and unbalanced.” 

The U.N. sanctions in 
force since the 1990 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait can 
only be lifted when Iraq has 
fully complied in disman- 
tling its nuclear, biological, 
chemical and long-range 
ballistic missiles. 

Western diplomats said 
that no Security Council 
member asked for the sanc- 
tions to be lifted on Mon- 
dav. 


Sahhaf reiterates: Special 
inspections not open-ended 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Said Al Sahhaf on Tuesday again cast doubt on whether U.N. arms 
inspections of presidential sites are open-ended. 

The minister, speaking at a news conference, stressed that unlim- 
ited inspections concerned "the usual w ork of disarmament, which 
is in place and which had been started since 1991. This is com- 
pletely something else, not the presidential sites." 

“Visits” of such sites are taking place undera special arrangement. 
Mr. Al Sahhaf noted, playing down the role of U.N. inspectors who 
are accompanied by teams of diplomats. 

He recalled that an accord on access negotiated by UN. chief 
Kofi Annan prorides for "an initial visit. If it is not enough there will 
be subsequent visits. 'The initial visit has taken place. 

“They found nothing. They found lhal the Americun-British alle- 
gations are false, despicable and baseless. 

“If they' will need, maybe a subsequent visit, and that's aJL Thai’s 
all” the minister went on. Mr. Annan has stressed that the memo- 
randum of understanding he signed in Baghdad on Feb. 23 with 
Deputy' Prime Minister Tareq Aziz provides for unlimited inspec- 
tions of the presidential sites, which had previously been off-limits. 

Mr. Al Sahhaf denied there was any contradiction between his 
position and that of Mr. Annan, saying; “We are in lull agreement." 

A) Sahhaf said that the "visits” were arranged because the Unit- 
ed States and Britain had “alleged shamelessly” that weapons of 
mass destruction and related equipment were concealed at the eight 
presidential sites in Iraq. . 


But U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM) chair- 
man Richard Butler came 
in for some bruising ques- 
tioning on his latest report 
to the council, notably from 
Russian Ambassador 
Sergei Lavrov, who is to 
submit additional questions 
in writing. 


Mr. Butler, an Australian 
national, reported “virtually 
no progress" in Iraqi disar- 
mament under his purview- 
over the last six months. 

Chinese deputy perma- 
nent representative Shen 


(Continued on page 7) 





2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, April 29, 1998: 


dome 


Yassin visits Iran for talks with officials 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin, spiritual leader 
of the Palestinian Islamic 
Resistance Movement 

i Hamas), arrived here Tuesday 
to hold talks with Iranian offi- 
cials. 

Sheikh Yassin was greeted at 
the airpon by Hojaioleslam Ali 
Taskhiri. a cleric in charge of 
the Islamic Culture and Com- 
munication Organisation, 

which seeks to promote con- 
tact between Muslim coun- 


tries. 

Speaking to reporters, die 
Palestinian leader praised 
Iran's sand on the Palestinian 
question. “notably support for 
the Palestinian struggle against 
Israel." 

“Western countries accuse 
us of being terrorists only 
because we want our rights, 
and the) accuse Iran of terror- 
ism because it fights Israeli 
policies." he said. 

Sheikh Yassin, who is on a 


tour of Gulf states, vowed that 
the Palestinians will continue 
to fight the Jewish state “until 
the liberation of their territo- 
ries." 

He is to hold talks with sev- 
eral Iranian officials and reli- 
gious dignitaries, including 
possibly President Moham- 
mad Khatami. 

The 61 -year-old spiritual 
guide and founder of Hamas, 
which has carried our several 
deadly anti-Israeli bomb 


Yemen child dies from wounds 
in clash, raising death toll to two 


ADEN (AFP) — A child died . 
Tuesday of a gunshot wound 
from a clash between demon- 
strators and police the previ- 
ous day in southern Yemen, . 
the opposition said. 

The death of 13-year-old 
Frai Moijan Ben Humam 
raised to two the number of 
dead from the clash in the city 
of Mukalla. The opposition 
said at least four other people, 
including two policemen, 
were wounded. 

Yemeni police opened fire 
on Monday’s demonstration, 
prompting calU from opposi- 
tion parties based in the south 
for action against the police 


officers involved. 

In response to stone-throw- 
ing. the police fired on around 
200 demonstrators in 
Mukalla. the main town of 
Hadramawt province, as they 
protested against the convic- 
tion of 13 former southern 
leaders, witnesses said. 

There have been numerous 
demonstrations in Yemen 
against the March 23 convic- 
tions handed down by a court 
in Sanaa against leaders of the 
former South Yemen. 

The 13, who all live in exile 
in the Gulf and Europe, were 
tried in absentia in connection 
with the country’s 1994 civil 


war in which former southern 
leaders tried to end the union 
agreed with the north three 
years earlier. 

Five were sentenced to 
death for treason and eight 
were sentenced to prison 
terms of between two and 10 
years, four of them suspend- 
ed. 

Among those condemned to 
death was Ali Salem A1 Baid, 
former leader of the Yemen 
Socialist Party, who served as 
South Yemen's president and 
then as vice president follow- 
ing unification. 

Baid has been living in 
Oman since 1994. 


Eight killed in factional 
fighting in southern Somalia 


NAIROBI i AFP) — At least 
eight people were killed and 
1 1 were wounded in overnight 
fighting between rival Somali 
militias outside the southern 
port town of Kismayo. militia 
sources said Tuesday. 

A militia commander loyal 
to Kismavo warlord 
Mohamed Said Hirsi “Mor- 
gan" said three of his fighters 
were killed and six wounded 
in the fighting, pitting Mor- 
gan's Maijeten clan against 
the Marehan group. 

Speaking to AFP by tele- 
phone from Kismayo, the 
militia leader, who asked not 
to be named, said “many lives 
were lost" during fighting ear- 
lier on Monday. He could not 
cite an exact casualty figure, 
but other militia sources said 
at least five Marehan fighters 
were killed 

Informed sources in the 


Somali capital told AFP that 
south Mogadishu warlord 
Hussein Mohamed Aideed 
had sent pick-up trucks with 
mounted guns towards 
Kismayo but it was not imme- 
diately clear which side they 
would back. 

Morgan is a long-time foe of 
Mr. Aideed's. and the south 
Mogadishu strongman is like- 
ly to join the fray if fighting 
spreads to areas of the fertile 
Juba Valley controlled by his 
supporters, analysts said 

Mogadishu newspapers ' 
reported that 600 people flee- 
ing the fighting had arrived in 
the capital. 

Most of the displaced peo- 
ple arrived by boat and spoke 
of food shortages caused by 
growing insecurity around 
Kismayo. 

Other sources in Nairobi 
said elders from the “neutral” 


Absama clan had organised a 
meeting aimed at securing a 
ceasefire. 

The elders called for an 
immediate truce and urged the 
waning factions to appoint IS 
representatives each to a joint 
committee to monitor the 
ceasefire. 

It was not immediately clear 
whether the rival groups 
would accept the call for 
peace. Each accused the other 
of provoking the fighting and 
was believed to be bringing in 
reinforcements from other 
Somali regions. 

A reconciliation conference 
is planned in the central-south 
town of Baidoa next month to 
try to resolve the conflict in 
Somalia, which has been 
ruled by feuding warlords 
since the overthrow- of the dic- 
tator Mohammad Siad Bane 
in 1991. 


attacks, was released from an 
Israeli jail in October. 

Eartier this month. Ik 
received medical treatment in 
Saudi Arabia, where he carried 
out the annual Muslim pil- 
grimage to Mecca known as 
tire Hajj. He has been in Qatar 
for the past week and is report- 
edly due in Tehran on Tuesday. 

Iran, which calls for Israel's 
destruction, supports Hamas in 
its fight against the Jewish 
state. 


Ultra- 
Orthodox 
sect plans 
day of 
mourning 
for Israel’s 
jubilee 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
t .AFP) — The most radical 
sect of ullra-Orthodox 
Jews, Naturei Karta. will 
hold a mourning procession 
Thursday to mark the 50th 
anniversary' of Israel — a 
state they view as pagan, 
members of the group said 
Tuesday. 

Naturei Karta members 
plan to parade through 
Jerusalem's main ultra- 
Orthodox quarter. Mea 
Shearim. on independence 
day wearing mourning 
clothes, they said. 

Many ultra-Orthodox 
Jews view the creation of 
the state of Israel as blas- 
phemous since their sacred 
texts say that a Jewish state 
cannot be recreated until 
the arrival of the Messiah in 
the Holy Land. 

Other sects in the ultra- 
Orthodox community have 
declared Thursday a day of 
fasting and special prayers 
of lamentation. 

The government has 
planned a huge gala cele- 
bration in Jerusalem for the 
jubilee on Thursday, the 
50th anniversary according 
to the Hebrew calendar of 
the proclamation of Israel's 
creation on May 14. 1948. 



TAHBOUB LAID TO REST: Palestinian mourners Tuesday carry the flag-draped 
coffin of Hassan Tahboub, minister of Waqf and Religious Affairs in the Palestin- 
ian self-rule Legislative Council, past the Dome of the Rock during his funeral. 
Tahboub, hospitalised for more than a month in Amman and who died on Monday 
aged 79, was responsible for the holy Islamic sites in Jerusalem (Reuters photo) 


Wave of arrests in Iranian town 
supporting dissident cleric 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Police 
have made a wave of arrests in 
a town in central Iran where 
residents have been on strike 
to protest restrictions imposed 
on a dissident senior cleric, a 
newspaper reported Tuesday. 

Jamee. a moderate daily, 
said police had arrested a 
number of prayer leaders, 
teachers and shopkeepers 
from the bazaar in Najafabad. 
the hometown of Ayatollah 
H ossein- Ali Montazeri in 
Esfahan province. 

The authorities have also 
shut down around 40 busi- 
nesses in the bazaar and 
arrested an unspecified num- 
ber of merchants after they 
took part in the latest strike 
which began Saturday. 


Farda (Tomorrow), a con- 
servative newspaper, said 
shops in the bazaar and 
schools in Najafabad were 
closed Saturday in protest at 
Montazeri 's bouse arrest in 
the holy city of Qom. also in 
central Iran. 

It warned that the strike 
could continue in the coming 
days and criticised the author- 
ities for their “lax" attitude. 

Shopkeepers have gone on 
strike several times in the past 
month to voice support for the 
cleric, the disgraced former 
designated heir to the late 
Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. 

Ayatollah Montazeri has 
been under increased police 
surveillance in Qom since 


November when he criticised 
Iran’s supreme leader Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei for domi- 
nating political affairs. 

The latest strike came 
despite appeals from Ayatol- 
lah Montazeri to avoid public 
protests, according to newspa- 
pers. 

Jamee said schools had 
reopened on Monday after 
closing for two straight days. 
It also said the business strike 
on Monday was in protest at 
the wave of arrests. 

Ayatollah Montazeri’s 
remarks against the leader in 
November provoked a wave 
of protests from conservative 
circles, which organised daily 
demonstrations throughout 
the country. 


Families visit British nurses as 
hopes dashed for early release 


Iraq offers to renew acceptance of Iranian accord 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq said Tuesday it 
is prepared to renew acceptance of its bolder 
with Iran in return for Tehran dropping 
dcniar.d- Tor compensation from their eight- 
year war which Baghdad started. 

■'Iraq is ready to renew the 1975 Algiers 
accord under which the two countries' bor- 
der passes through (he Thalweg, the deepest 
pan of the Shan Al .Arab waterway, if Tehran 
cries up its claims to damages under U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 598." the 
weekly newspaper .Al Shab said. 

The paper, which is run by Uday. eldest 
son of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, said 


Iraq and Iran "agree to continue their con- 
tacts on advancing the normalisation 
process... especially after Tehran officially 
announces that ir will give j»* v. or damages." 

Resolution 59S. adopted in 19S7. ended 
the fighting, but despite the ceasefire, no 
peace treaty has been signed. 

On the eve of the 1980-88 Iron- Iraq war. 
Baghdad announced that the .Algiers accord 
was null and void and demanded ali of the 
Shan .Al .Arab. 

But at the beginning of the August 1990 to 
February 1991 Gulf crisis. Mr. Hussein 
announced that he accepted the Algiers 


agreement in order to obtain Iranian supporL 
The waters of the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers flow into the \asr Shan .Al .Arab, which 
empties into the Gulf. 

The waterway is vital for Iraq, which has 
no other major sea outlet. 

Obstacles to an Iraqi -Iranian peace 
include prisoners of war. Iraqi aircraft sent to 
safety in Iran during the Gulf crisis, and each 
side's support for the other's opposition. 

Iran ictuses to return the aircraft, saying 
that would violate the U.N. embargo against 
Iraq. 


DUBAI (AFP) — Family 
members have visited two 
British nurses jailed in Saudi 
Arabia over the murder of an 
Australian colleague, as hopes 
were dashed for their early 
release, sources close to the 
case said Tuesday. 

The visit took place Monday 
in the eastern city of Dammam 
where Deborah Parry and 
Lucille McLauchlan have been 
held since December 1 996, and 
a second encounter together 
with a defence lawyer was 
expected on Tuesday, they said. 

The British embassy in 
Riyadh has declined any com- 
ment on the nurses' case since 
the family members flew in to 
Saudi Arabia on Sunday amid 
speculation that the women 
would soon be set free. 

The British media, citing a 
Saudi defence lawyer, reported 
die same day that the nurses 
could be released “within 10 to 
14 days" after King Fahd exer- 
cised his prerogative of granti- 


ng a reprieve. 

The Saudi ambassador in 
London. Ghazi Al Qossaibi, 
played a major role in the deci- 
sion to free ffie nurses by stress- 
ing the importance of maintain- 
ing good ties between the two 
countries, the reports said. 

But on Monday. Mr. Qossaibi 
himself said such reports were 
“without foundation." 

‘It is irresponsible to raise 
unjustified hopes with imagi- 
nary timetables." he said. 
“When a decision is reached, 
this embassy will release it offi- 
cially. All I can say at this point 
is that such decision is not 
imminent" 

Mr. Qossaibi said last week 
that the king was “sympatheti- 
cally" considering an appeal 
from the nurses' families. 

British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair said on April 19 after talks 
in Saudi Arabia that the 
monarch was giving serious 
consideration to their appeal for 
the nurses to be freed. 


One of the sources close to 
the case blamed the media rum- 
pus for the delay. “If they [the 
authorities] were planning to 
release them soon, they're cer- 
tainly not going to now" he 
said, contacted from Dubai 

Parry, 40, of Alton in south- 
ern En g la n d, is awaiting sen- 
tencing in her trial before an 
Islamic court that began last 
May for the 1996 murder of 
Australian nurse Yvonne Gil- 
ford at a military hospital in 
Dhahran. adjacent to 
Dammam. 

She escaped the risk of being 
beheaded when Gilford's 
brother Frank waived his right 
to demand the death penalty in 
exchange for blood money, as 
allowed by Islamic law. 

McLauchlan, 32, from 
Dundee. Scotland, is appealing 
her sentence of eight years in 
jail and 500 lashes for complic- 
ity in the murder of Gilford, 
who was stabbed, battered and 
suffocated. 


j JORDAN TELEVISION 
; Tel. 7731 1 1-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
!5:J0 Cannon — Leo ihe 
Lion. King of Jungle 

.16:10 The Album Show 

j 17:00 Heidi (Ep. 3) 

: 18:00 Acapulco Bay 

; 19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine— E=M6 

! 19:30 News headlines 

19:35 ..Comedy — Campus Cops 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


i 20:00 

Favourite Films 

! 20:30 

Special Programme on 

i the ?0ih anniversary of Jordan 

; Television 

21:10 

....Drama — Kung Fu 

i 22:00 

New> in Enslish 

: 22:30 Mini-series: "Alcatraz" 

• 23:59 

French varieties 

: 01:30. 

End ofT.X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

| 04:"** 


05:»S 


12:33 


16:12. 

‘Asr 

19:18. 

Maghreb 

20:43.. 



CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
! Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
46327S5 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

I Terra Sanda Church Tel. 


4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

.Amman International Church 
Tel. 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56884Q4 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tet. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at Dc la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
GehTeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
Tel. 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 46 1 41 90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

Hie Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian CathoBc 
Church TeL 77 1331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 77526 1 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the 


Dcpa rtment of Meteorology 
Fine weather conditions will 
prevail with temperatures 
□round average and winds 
northeasterly light to moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be 

northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

Amman 10/24 

Aqaba 16/32 

Deserts OS/26 

Jordan Valley 14/31 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 20. Aqaba 29 
Humidity readings: Amman 
43 per cent. Aqaba 30 per 
cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Sa'id Tawfiq 7S82S5 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 751.' 197 

Dr. AfifShukri .898863 

Dr. Nidal Al Dahlch 827195 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...S902S0 

Al Asema pharmacy 4637055 

Al Salam pharmacy 4636730 
Yaconb pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

N^ib pharmacy , — 847632 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 28 1484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ratib Atallah 994424 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centra.. ...46371 1 1 
CM Detox* Depatmcra 56611 II 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency i 99 

Rescue Pblkc 191462U 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade .46 1 7 1 01 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Pnlice 843402 

Traffic Police, -.896390 

Public Securitv DepL....463032l 

Hotel Complaints -5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

Watr&SewenxCai^ants .S77J67 
Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 11 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs >5661 10 1 

Jordan Television .7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 56S0100 

J. Electricity .Authority ...815615 
Electric Power Co— —463638 1 


RJ Right Information.. ..44- 
53200 

Queen .Alia Inti. Airpon _44-532«X) 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Hean and Spe- 
nd Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli .5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centra TeL 
836813,856856 

Luzmiia 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 
4642362 

Mai has. J, Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani ...5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital .....5669131 

University Hospital .5355444 

Ai-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AI-Ahli. Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka S9161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 25674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09 >983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

.(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

— (09)99099 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 


.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alla International Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) or 44(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

07:30 Damascus (.RJ ) 

0*30 .. Jeddah (RJ) 

09*45 Lamaca fRJ) 

09:50 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
15:35 ...New York, Amsterdam l RJ) 

17:00 Brussels (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


18:30 London, Frankfurt (RJ) 

19:05 RometRJ) 

19:20 Madrid, Geneva (RJ; 

20:00 Paris, Vienna (RJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

00:15 Beirut (RJ) 

01:00 Cairo (RJ) 


Other 

10:30 

11:00 

11:30 

12:30 

14:10 

14:10 

15:05 

16:30 

18:35 

19:05 

21:10 

23:20 

23:20 

23:45 . 

00:15 


Flights 

Cairo fMS) 

..Sanaa. Hudaidah (TY) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Tunis (TU) 

Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

- Algiers (AH) 

Karachi, Abu Dhabi (PK) 

Franldiin iLH) 

Beirut (ME) 

Istanbul (TK) 

-Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens. Beirut (OA) 

London (BAi 


Royal Wings (RW) 

10:20 Aqaba (arriving at 
QAlA and proceeding to 
Marka Airpon) (RW) 

19:45 Tel Aviv (.arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at 
Marka Airport) (RW) 


departures 

06 ^0 -Lamaca fRJ) 


celebrates 

Saddam’sr 


renewed 

sanctions 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
celebrated the 61st birthday . c£ 
President Saddam Hussein. on; 
Tuesday, not allowing the U-N. 
Security Cbunril’s renewal c tf 
crippling economic sanctions 
to spoil the party. , , 

“The celebration for the 
leader Saddam Hussein's binb- 
day is the people’s best 
response to our enemies,’' said 
the official daily Al Iraq, refer-, 
ring to U.S. insistence on keep- 
ing the almost eight-year-old 
embargo firmly in place. 

Babel a paper run by the 
president's eldest son Uday. 
said the festivities were “a 
show of defiance" by the 22 
million people of Iraq. 

Newspapers listed President 
Hussein's achievements over 
his 19 years in power, without 
mention of the Security Coun- 
cil's decision late Monday to 
maintain the sanctions which 
have been in force since Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

The birthday also monopo- 
lised broadcasts on Iraqi radio 
and television which, Eke the 
rest of the official media, had 
insisted in previous days on a 
lifting of sanctions. 

The decision to roll over the 
embargo “did not come as a 
surprise, because America has 
been carrying out a policy of 
collective genocide against us" 
ever since 1990. said civil ser- 
vant Salima Jabar, heading off 
for a birthday party. 

Apart from die sanctions, 
heavy early-morning rains 
were also not allowed to put a 
clamper on the celebrations, 
which were launched several’ 
days in advance with a notion 1 
wide programme ' bf coric&fi n ‘ 
folk dancing and art exhibi- 
tions. 

Hundreds of cakes have been 
baked tor street parties in cities 
and villages, which have been 
decorated with banners, flags 
and lanterns for the occasion. 

Slices of birthday cake were 
on offer Tuesday in ministries, 
schools, universities, trade 
union offices, factories and 
offices of Ml Hussein's ruli n g 
Baaifa Party. 

It was not clear where the 
president would spend his 
birthday. In past years, Iraqi 
television has shown him shar- 
ing a cake with schodchiMiea 
brought to Baghdad from the 
provinces. 

The main celebranraB — a 
parade and the unveiling of a 
giant statue of President Hus-- 
sein riding a white Arabian 
thoroughbred — was taking 
place in the northern town Of 
Takrit, near where Mr Hussein 
was bom on April 28, i937 in . 
Owja village. 


08:50 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

10:50 .. Rome (RJ) 

11:45 JBerlin, London (RJ) 

12:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

13:00 Jeddah (.add) (RJ) 

15:00 Jeddah (add) (RD 

20:10 -...Colombo (RJ) 

20:35 Beirut (RJ) 

21:00 .New Delhi (RJ).- 

21.-00 Cairo (RJ) , 

21:10 ..Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 1 

21:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:20 Bombay (FJ) 

21:25 ... Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

22:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

02:00 - Sanaa (RJ) . 

Other Flights 

06:35 Lamaca (CY) 

07:30 Paris (A F) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

09:20 -London (BA) 

11:30 Cairo (MS) 

11*30 -..TViz, Sanaa-flY) 

12:45 .........Kuwait (KU) 

14:00 Jeddah (SV) 

15:00 Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

15:10 .Tonis (TU); 

15 JO ............ Vienna (Q&f 

17:20 Sharjah (AH)" 

20:30 Abu Dhabi Karachi (PR- 
00:40 Damascus, Amsterdam (KLL 
04:00 ....Beirut, Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) • . ; . J 
08:00 ....Aqaba (ftomMad®:, 
Airport (RW) .. 1: 

17 JO ..Tel Aviv (from. 

Airport) (RW) 

21:30 .Aqaba (from QAKp^ 
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Home News 


Fire causes 

nearly 

JDlmin 

damage to 

tobacco 

factory 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, April 29, 1998 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A huge 
fire Monday guned the 
warehouses of A1 Ittihad 
tobacco plant in the Jizeb 
district, south of Queen 
Alia International Airport, 
injuring II and causing 
extensive damage. 

Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) officers on the 
scene said it took them two 
hours to extinguish the 
blaze, which destroyed 
products in storage as well 
as machinery and equip- 
menL 

The warehouses, which 
cover 800 square metres of 
land, sustained damages 
estimated at nearly JDI 
million, according to the 
CDD. 

The injured people suf- 
fered from smoke inhala- 
tion and were treated at A1 
Bashir Hospital in A mman, 
the CDD said. 

Fares Nimri, manager of 
the firm that owns the 
warehouses, refused to 
comment on the incident 
until the CDD has complet- 
ed its investigations. 

The CDD and the Public 
Security Department have 
set up a joint team to inves- 
tigate the causes of the fire, 
which was finally extin- 
guished at 7 a.m. Monday. 

Meanwhile, another fire 
was reported at a school in 
the northern city of Iibid. A 
report in A1 Ra’i newspaper 
said the fire broke out at 
(he sports hall of the 
Tiberias School for Girls, 
causing damage but no 
injuries. j r 

Irbid' police are investi- 
gating .the incident. 



REGENT CONFERS Al HUSSEIN MEDAL UPON ORIENTALIST SCHOLAR: HRH 
Crown Prince El Hassan bin TalaL, the Regent, decorates orientalist scholar Annemarie 
Schimmel with the Al Hussein Medal for Distinguished Work of the First Order yes- 
terday. Mrs. Schimmel, an expert on Arab and Is lami c studies, was a professor at Har- 
vard University, among other universities. With more than 80 publications to her name, 
Mrs. Schimmel has also edited and co-edited numerous books and encyclopaedias. She 
is the recipient of 15 other awards world-wide, including the 1995 Peace Prize of the 
German Book Traders Association. Her writings have contributed to a greater under- 
standing of Islam in the West, and to advocating a synthesis of the Muslim religion with 
modernity. The Regent expressed his appreciation for her work, which he said is help- 
ing to build bridges of understanding and interaction between Arab and Islamic culture 
on the one hand and Western culture on the other (Photo by Boghos) 



PRINCESS SARVATH HONOURS BLOOD DONORS: HRH Princess Sarvath El 
Hassan on Tuesday presents a gift of appreciation to a blood donor at a special cere- 
mony held at the University of Jordan (UJ) to honour people who donated to the 
National Blood Bank. The ceremony was attended by Suleiman Ja'bari of the Min- 
istry of Health,.. UJ President Fawzi Gharaibeh and the president of the National 
Blood Bank, Janet Mirza-jDr. Mirza pointed out that His Majesty King Hussein was 
the first blood donor when the Blood Bank was established in 1957 (Photo by Boghos) 


Regent delegates Salhab to 

attend Tahboub funeral 

AMMAN (Pena) — 
Deputising for HRH Crown 
Mice El Hassan bra Tfelal, 
the Regent, Sheikh Abdul 
Artrim Salhab, bead of the 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Council in Jerusalem, took 
part in the fiineral of the late 
Palestinian Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Hassan Tahboub. 

Princess attends 
graduation ceremony 

AJLOUN (Para) — HRH 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Alia Al Faisal on 
Tuesday attended the gradua- 
tion ceremony of students who 
took pan in Islamic science 
educational courses. The cere- 
mony was organised by Umm 
Al Qura School in Ras Munif. 

RJ to hold sales, marketing 
conference next week 

AMMAN (Para.) — Royal 
Jordanian will hold a confer- 
ence next Sunday on sales and 
marketing with the participa- 
tion of 37 regional general 


managers of offices from 
around the world. The confer- 
ence will touch upon issues 
related to managing aviation 
companies. 

Ukrainian defence 
minister leaves 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ukrain- 
ian Defence Minister Alexan- 
der Kozomok left .Amman on 
Tuesday after concluding a 
ihree-dav visit to the Kingdom. 
Mr. Kozomok held talks with 
acting Prime Minister Abdul- 


lah Ensour and senior Jor- 
danian officials on bilateral 
relations and issues of com- 
mon concern. 

Cabinet approves official j 
appointments j 

AMMAN (Petra) — The j 
Cabinet on Tuesday ' 
approved the appointment of [ 
Maizouq Hadid as director j 
general of the Development I 
and Employment Fund and j 
Ali Qaba’a as director gener- j 
al of the National Library. : 
The Cabinet accepted the res- 
ignation of Osama MiqdadL 
former director of the library 


Regent stresses foreign policy based 
on mutual respect, non-interference 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince El Himan bin 
Talal, the Regent. Tuesday 
stressed that Jordan's for- 
eign policy has always been 
based on mutual respect, 
non-interference in the 
internal affairs of and 
respect for the privacy of all 
Arab countries. 

In an address to a sympo- 
sium on Jordan's foreign 
policy held at Balqa Applied 
Sciences University, deliv- 
ered on his behalf b\ Senate 
Speaker Zeid Rjfai’. Prince 
Hassan said: "Building a 


democratic society in which 
each citizen lives a decent 
life is one of the major pil- 
lars of the Jordanian state." 

The Crown Prince called 
for analysing and assessing 
the strengths and weakness- 
es imposed by Jordan's geo- 
graphic location, geographi- 
cal features and historical 
legacy as an entity- based on 
the principles and legitima- 
cy of the Greui .Arab Revolt. 

The Regent noted that Jor- 
dan's commitment and 
adherence to international 
leaitimacs resolutions has 


won Lhe Kingdom the 
respect of the world and (he 
powers influencing it. He 
added that Jordan’s political 
experience has enabled it to 
contribute to addressing 
complex humanitarian and 
political issues in the region. 

Prince Hassan underlined 
Jordan’s belief in construc- 
tive and meaningful dia- 
logue on various issues, not- 
ing that it places special 
emphasis on far-reaching 
visions for building bridges 
of bilateral and multilateral 
relations. 


Regarding Jordan's posi- 
tion vis-a-vis the Palestinian 
issue, the Crown Prince \aid 
Jordan fully supports the 
legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people, includ- 
ing their right to self-deter- 
mination and the establish- 
ment of an independent state 
on their national soil with its 
capita] in Jerusalem. 

The Crow’n Prince 
described this as an indis- 
pensable foundation for per- 
manent security and peace 
in the reeion. 


Farmers, 

agricultural 

exporters 

invited to 

Beirut 

conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Agricultural Marketing 
Organisation (AMO) Tues- 
day invited Jordanian 
farmers and exporters of 
agricultural products to 
take part in an exhibition 
and conference on Arab 
food and packing indus- 
tries which will be held in 
Beirut from June 25-30. 

The AMO said more than 
1 50 firms in the food pro- 
cessing business and the 
packing industry are taking 
pan in the event. 

The firms will represent 
Jordan, Lebanon. Syria. 
Egypt, Saudi .Arabia, 
Kuwait, the United .Arab 
Emirates and Tunisia, 
according to an .AMO state- 
ment. The event is being 
organised by the .Arab 
Union for Food Industries, 
the U.N. Economic and 
Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA), 
and the Federation of .Arab 
Chambers of Industry, 
Agriculture and Trade. 

The AMO said the exhi- 
bition will orient partici- 
pants and visitors on the 
diverse Arab food indus- 
tries and help boost inter- 
Arab trade. 

The conference will also 
tackle issues and problems 
facing the packing and 
packaging industries of the 
.Arab World as well as the 
requirements for high qual- 
ity products and prospects 
for stimulating inter-Arab 
exchanges of agricultural 
products. 


what’s going on 


SCANDINAVIAN 
FILM WEEK 

* Norwdgan 61m “*Whitbear 
King VblemeT and Icelandic 
film "Benjamin Dove” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre ar 4:30 
P-m. and 7:00 pun. respectively. 

FILMS 

* dresifnl film “El VbtdugO' 
at Iratfimtn Covants, Jabal 
Amman on Thursday, April 30, at 
5:00 pm. 

* The Lost ’Kfarbr at the 
American Center; Abdoun on 
jThtssday, April 30, at 5:00 pm. 

* rV enrttn film tmrnpr rn the 

City” (with subtitles in English at 
Goethe - In <anrt jabal Amman, at 

7:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

* Piano recital by the students 
|of Lin Evan at the Royal Cufrur- 
jalCerttreat&OOpjn. 

MEDIA FORUM AND 
LECTURE 

* Media Forum series on 
Tburism and (he Envircnrnenc 
Promoting and Rotating Jor- 
dan's Natural 'Wonders” (in Ara- 
bic] a tiie American Ctnffin 
Abdoun at 5:00 pm. (Panelists 
are KbaDd Irani, director general 
cf the Royal Society for the Con- 
savfflkn of Nature, Leen 
Pakhouiy, president of the 
Friends of Archaeology, and 
ManqethiMehyai; boatd mentor: 
of the Jbndau Royal Ecological 
Diving Society and project man- 
ager of tie Sustainable Tourism 



Project in the Gulf of Aqaba). 


* Cananos-Assfes. theTeach- 

n\\ 1 ,g» 

«*S of Borges" (in Spanish) by 

. «* .nr- 

Jam Garcia at Tnarnnn Cer- 

.1* 

v antes, Jabal Amman at &00 

- IF 

SHhMH 



Coping with ‘chaos and boredom’ — play 
tackles conflict between past, present 


By Amy Henderson 

Special io the J onion Times 

AMMAN — A lack of emphasis on plot 
is none to the detriment of “The Memory 
of Three Boxes,” a Woody ADen-esque 
production whose theme rests on what a 
'‘box 7 ' might represent to many. 

It is an intimate and dialogue-driven 
play in which three personalities — musi- 
cian Nadim (Mohtaseb Aref), his journal- 
ist wife Salma (Najwa Kandakji) and 
their friend, a history professor named 
Napoleon (Zuhair Hassan) — hash our 
their past together in (heir new, but run- 
down basement flaL 
Their history together — and (heir 
future — is overshadowed by a fourth 
character. Nasser, whose presence is pro- 
found. but whom we never see, and h 
as though the three have little in 
common, save for the absent Nasser and 
a thread of passionately exhibited mad- 
ness that runs through all of three. 

It seems apparent to all present, except 
for Salma, Nadim and Napoleon, that the 
three have reached a turning point in their 
mediocre lives, acted out on the stage of 
Al Mashini Theatre in Jabal Weibdeh in 
an intensely dramatic one-and-a-halfhour 
play. 

So jaded are the three characters that 
they fail to recognise their own outbursts 
of humour and minor romantic interludes 
that interrupt the “s*** and p***" of the 
daily grind as the spice of life. 

*■] was experimenting with boredom, 
and how people cope with chaos and 
boredom, 77 said Haya Husseini, an 
accomplished playwright who co- 
authored ‘Three Boxes" with director- 
producer Sawsen Darwazeh. T also 


wanted to show people doing 
something constructive 
with that [environ- 
ment].” 

So intense 
are charac- 
ters' con- 
venations, - 
debates 
and 



rels and so minimal is their interaction 
with the audience, that play-goers are 
made to feel like peeping-toms whenever 
Salma bursts into tears of rage over an 
internal personal conflict or whenever the 
three characters viciously taunt one 
another about their pasts in a way that 
only lifelong friends can. 

Three crates, which constitute the 
majority of the sparse stage props, are the 
vessels of our characters' frustrations. In 
them are sheets of music whose lyrics 
Nadim has long forgotten, photos of 
friends long lost and Salma's first journal- 
istic ventures. That these things are 
packed away and sitting in the middle of 
a rapidly-flooding lounge floor are also 
symbol of consternation with the instabil- 


ity of (heir lives. 

The script, an original writ- 
ten a ( first in English by Ms. 
Husseini, was translated into 
Arabic and “whittled down.” 
she said, by Ms. Darwazeh 
and co-creator Nasser Omar. 

Ms. Darwazeh described 
the script as "a compilation 
and exchange of our own din- 
ner conversations and what 
we have learned about our 
generation's fears and hopes." 
"It’s something we've 
always wanted to say 
about the conflict 
between our memories 
[of the .Arab World] 
and our present situa- 
tion, and the resulting 
frustrarion,” she said 
“It’s an experimenta- 
tion with the script by the 

actors." 

"I started by thinking of what the Arab 
World is coming to," explained Ms. Hus- 
seini. “And 1 warned io examine the psy- 
chology of our lives — we’re all a bunch 
of confused 30-someihings.” 

Since the ‘Three Boxes” debut at the 
Amman Theatre Festival earlier this 
month, people have been searching for a 
political message, she added, but their 
simply isn’t one. 

“Ir’s just a play about how we live," she 
maintained 

"You can draw your own conclusions," 
she said from the inconclusive climax 
that is as unpredictable as life itself. 

‘The Memoiy ofThree Boxes” will run 
until Sunday and is currently sponsored 
by the Greater Amman Muraripality. 


Princess Basma delivers address on 
challenges facing Jordanian women 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — HRH 
Princess Basma on Tuesday 
addressed the general meet- 
ing of the U.N. 'Aomen's 
Guild cUNWG) on the 
"crucial issues” facing Jor- 
danian women a> the King- 
dom enters the next millen- 
nium. 

‘The challenges we face 
mav be particular to our 
nation and region, but they 
are also determined by 
global forces and trends." 
Princess Basma said. "If we 
rum a blind eye and ignore 
ihe trends, our challenges 
ma> well rum into major 
obstacles that could seri- 
ously hinder the advance- 
ment of Jordanian women 
in the years to come." 

The Princess spoke on the 
need to prepare women for 
these challenges, including 
preparing them to compete 
in the job market and 
breaking down gender bar- 
riers in society. 

“One of our major chal- 
lenges w ill be to fully equip 
women to meet... new mar- 
ket demands. At the same 
time, women will also need 
to be better skilled to adapt 
to rapid changes in policies, 
which are being shaped 
more and more by the 
dynamics of the market. 

“This issue is linked to 
the quality of education that 
women receive. As proud 


as we are of the achieve- 
ments of our educational 
system, we still have to 
address whether or not we 
will step into the new mil- 
lennium without having 
made serious efforts to 
remove all gender discrimi- 
nation in this system.” she 
added. 

Princess Basma touched 
upon the need for women to 
expand beyond traditional 
areas of employment and 
move into the “strategic" 
professions of the next cen- 
tury. 

"Although progress has 
been made in female enrol- 
ment at all educational lev- 
els. one cannot help but 
wonder why women tend to 
opi for a restricted range of 
specialisations at university 
level. If science and tech- 
nology are amongst the 
most strategic areas of 
power for the future, Jor- 
danian women's presence 
in such fields should be 
encouraged and increased 
to allow them to prepare for 
the next century,” accord- 
ing to the Princess. 

She also urged women to 
begin preparing for the nexi 
parliamentary elections and 
working to increase their 
political presence, even if 
the demand that a "propor- 
tion of the Lower House 
seats be reserved for 


women... is granted or noL” 

Finally, the Princess 
asked the women's move- 
ment in the Kingdom to 
work together toward their 
common cause. 

“While women's move- 
ments all over Lhe world 
have had their different 
structures and priorities, the 
most successful ones are 
those who examined and 
transformed their own 
internal weaknesses. In 
order to maximise the 
impact of their work, the 
women's movement in Jor- 
dan should focus on a better 
coordination of their 
efforts. There are times 
when all the organisations 
have rallied together for a 
common cause, and made 
their impact felt,” she stat- 
ed. 

The UNWG is a non- 
profit. non-political organi- 
sation. It was established in 
Jordan in 1993 to assist 
needy women and children 
throughout Jordan through 
fund-raising activities and 
to serve as a mutual bond 
and a forum for all women 
within the United Nations 
family. 

This is the second time 
that Princess Basma has 
attended the annual UNWG 
meeting as guest speaker. 
The first time was in 
November 1995. 


Cabinet forms delegation to 
discuss land lease in Sudan 


AMMAN i Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Tuesday 
formed a delegation from the 
Ministry of Agriculture to 
travel to Sudan for discussions 
on ihe implementation of an 
agreement on agricultural 
investment. 

The talks, scheduled to be 
held from May 1-18. concern 
an area of land that the 
Sudanese government has 
agreed to lease to Jordan to be 
developed for agricultural pur- 
poses. 

The delegation will hold 
talks wilh the director general 
of the Arab Organisation for 
Agricultural Development on 
a feasibility study on the pro- 
ject and finalise a plan for 
starting the development 
process. 


During a regular session 
chaired by Acting Prime Min- 
ister Abdullah Ensour, the 
Council gave its consent to (he 
Ministry of Agriculture’s par- 
ticipation in an annual meeting 
by the International Epidemio- 
logical Organisation due to be 
held in Pans from May 25-29. 

Jordan is a member of this 
organisation, which is con- 
cerned with fighting epi- 
demics and enacting legisla- 
tion organising international 
livestock and livestock prod- 
ucts trading. At the coming 
meeting. HRH Princess Alia 
will be foe guest of honour in 
view of her distinguished 
efforts in this field. 

The Council formed a dele- 
gation led by Minister of Agri- 
culture Mijhem Khreisha to 


attend foe 24fo general assem- 
bly meeting of the Arab Cen- 
tre for the Study of Arid 
Lands, due to be held M.y 1 1- 
May 13 in Damascus. 

Several subjects pertaining 
to water security in the Arab 
World and foe implementation 
of an international agreement 
on combating desertification 
will be on the agenda. 

The Council decided to send 
a delegation led by Mr. 
Khreisha to Tehran to hold 
talks with his Iranian counter- 
pan on promoting agricultural 
cooperation between Iran and 
Jordan. 

The two sides will also dis- 
cuss foe conclusion of an agri- 
cultural agreement and Jor- 
dan's exports of fertilisers to 
Iranian markets. 


‘Transcontinental’ jewellery, 
fashion show opens today 


By Hind -Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Tunes. 

AMMAN — East will meet West in 'Grace and 
Style," a transcontinental array of haute couture 
and jewelleiy fashions by renowned clothes 
designer Razwan Beyg and jeweller Khalil .Al 
Sayegh. which opens today in Amman. 

Both designers are Pakistani and have kept to 
foe "global village” philosophy, with their work 
portraying a medem look to be worn by any 
woman in foe world while retaining foe special 
mystery of foe East 

‘To me fashion is about being current It’s a 
reflection of signs of foe times. It is moving 
towards a global fashion vocabulary where there 
is going to be homogenisation of fashion, but 
within aspects of a global culture,’’ Mr. Beyg told 
the Jordan limes during dress rehearsal on Tues- 
day. 

This is the second time Mr. Beyg's work is 
shown in Jordan. In 1992, this architect-tumed- 
deagner captured Jordanians' attention with his 
simple yet rich work. 

This event was organised by the Pakistani 
Womens Association to raise funds for the 
Youns Muslim Women’s Association fYMWA), 


chaired by HRH Princess Sarvath El Hassan. 

Proceeds of the two-day event will go to the 
YMWA's centre for special education and work- 
shop for the mentally handicapped 

The display features a collection of bustiers 
and jackets intricately embroidered in silver and 
gold threads. These are bellied by simple straight 
cut trousers or flowing skins portraying an over- 
all aura of elegance and simplicity. 

*T think my outfits translate into classics; 
something you can wear anytime and every 
time.” said Mr. Beyg. 

Lady Diana, the late Princess of Wales, wore 
his designs. 

The Nur jewellery collection also on exhibit 
has been especially hand-crafted for this occa- 
sion by Khalil Al Sayegh, whose fine work 
ranges from the very' elaborate to foe very simple 
and incorporates precious to semi-precious 
stones. 

His necklaces, bracelets, rings and waiches 
make use of diamonds, pearls , rubies and topaz, 
as he tries to combine modem with traditional 
designs to make his jewellery universal yet keep- 
ing an identity. 

His work is sold across the globe, includin'* 
Belgium, Italy and the United Artfo Emirates. * 







4 World News 


Tibetans renew hunger strike, 


doctors say protester dying 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Tibetan exiles Tuesday 
defiantly renewed a hunger 
strike broken up by Indian 
police as doctors gave up 
hope of reviving another 
protester who set himself 
on fire in protest at the 
crackdown. 

“Our hunger strike has 
begun again.'' a Tibetan 
Youth Congress (TYC) 
spokesman announced 
from an old observatory in 
New Delhi, where the 
almost 50-day fast against 
Chinese rule of Tibet was 
stopped by police Monday. 

The 50-year-old Tibetan 
who set himself on fire 
when police forcibly 
moved the hunger strikers 
to hospital was dose to 
death, doctors said. 

Doctors treating Thupten 
Ngodub said the Tibetan 
with 100 percent bums had 
almost no chance of surviv- 


ing. 

“The chances are very 
poor." said Ved Bhushan. 
chief of the Ram Manohar 
Lohia hospital where the 
Tibetan is being treated. 

Another physician said: 
"His chances of survival 
are remote despite all the 


life support systems we 
have put him on... We are 
also losing hope." 

The doctor said Mr. 
Ngodub. a former soldier of 
an Tibetan arm of the 
Indian army, was steadily 
weakening. 

The hospital was flooded 
with telephone calls from 
well-wishers from across 
the world. 

TYC spokesman 

Choekyong Wangchuk said 
the renewed hunger strike 
by six Tibetans, each repre- 
senting one million of 
Tibet's six million people, 
began at one minute past 
midnight Tuesday (1831 
GMTMonday). Six other 
Tibetans had fasted since 
March 10 before being 
forcibly taken to hospital 
Sunday and Monday. 

“We will not give up until 
our demands are met." he 
said of their campaign to 
end Chinese rule of Tibet. 

The TYC said hundreds 
of Tibetans were ready to 
take the place of the six cur- 
rently on a fast. 

“If they are taken away 
then another six will 
replace them... The police 
should know that it is a 


futile exercise.” said Mr. 
Wangchuk. one of the top 
leaders of the TYC. 

A militant section of the 
TYC. which has thousands 
of members, has often dif- 
fered over anti-Chinese 
strategy with Tibet's spiri- 
tual leader the Dalai Lama. 
The section says it does not 
believe in absolute non-vio- 
lence. 

Mr. Wangchuk said some 
of the hunger strikers taken 
to hospital promised they 
would renew their fast 
when they were released. 

“...They are determined to 
restart their fast.” he said. 

Nobel laureate, the Dalai 
Lama, who had visited the 
hunger strikers earlier, was 
expected in Delhi later 
Tuesday and Mr. Wangchuk 
said he may visit Mr. 
Ngodub in hospital. 

The police have restricted 
visitors to the ward where 
Mr. Ngodub is being treated 
under heavy guard. 

Police fear Tibetan 
protests could swell with 
similar suicide attempts if 
Mr. Ngodub dies. 

“Ngodub is the first 
Tibetan to do an act like 
this, and in case he dies. 


then he would be revered 
by coming generations of 
Tibetans.” Mr. Wangchuk 
said. 

“There will be a grand 
funeral and people from 
everywhere will come." 

Tuesday the police with- 
drew from the scene of the 
hunger strike to prevent a 
confrontation, officials 
said. 

India has described Mr. 
Ngodub's self-immolation 
as “unfortunate and regret- 
table” but declined to 
explain why the protest was 
broken up during the visit 
of the Chinese army chief. 
General Fu Quanyou. who 
arrived Sunday. 

The protesters claimed 
the authorities forced them 
.ro abandon the strike to 
appease Beijing during Fu's 
visit, the first to India by a 
Chinese array chief. 

Chinese troops marched 
into Tibet in 1951. More 
than 100.000 Tibetan 
refugees live in India. 

The Dalai Lama has lived 
in the northern Indian town 
of Dharamsala since fleeing 
his homeland in 1959 fol- 
lowing a failed anti-China 


uprising. 


Japanese justice minister 


questions comfort women ruling 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
Justice Minister Kokichi 
Shimoinaba said Tuesday 
he was "stunned'' by a 
court decision ordering 
Tokyo to compensate 
wartime sex slaves from 
South Korea. 

“I was stunned by the rul- 
ing." Mr. Shimoinaba told 
a news conference. 

Yamaguchi District 
Court in western Japan 
Monday ordered the gov- 
ernment to pay 300.000 
yen ($2,280) each to three 
of 10 South Korean plain- 
tiffs who had demanded a 
total of 564 million yen 
and an official apology. 

Presiding judge Hideaki 
Chikashita said the govern- 
ment and lawmakers failed 
to establish a law to com- 


con- 


with ministries 
cemed.” 

Monday's ruling was the 
first verdict by a Japanese 
court on the wartime gov- 
ernment’s role in forcing 
women from occupied 
Asia to serve in front-line 
brothels as “comfort 


dailies lashed the ruling. 

“Nothing has been veri- 
fied about allegations that 
they were forcefully taken 
to Japanese facilities.'' the 
Sankei Shimbun said. “The 
word, comfort women, or 
the comfort women system 
itself did not exist at that 


pensate wartime sex 
slaves. This amounted to 
constitutional negligence, 
he ruled, and violated the 
women's human rights. 

But Mr. Shimoinaba said 
he believed lawmakers had 
a right not to draw up the 
law, a position he said was 
supported by the Supreme 
Court here in 1985. 

“I think the decision 
would be problematic in 
relation with the Supreme 
Court verdict," Mr. 
Shimoinaba said. "I think 
the judge must know the 
Supreme Court ruling but 
his decision was beyond 
thaL" 

Asked if he planned to 
appeal to a higher court. 
Mr. Shimoinaba said: "I 
will make up my mind 
after discussing the issue 


women. 

Japan has so far refused 
an official apology or state 
compensation to . .the 
women, offering only pri- 
vately-raised funds. This 
has angered neighbours 
including China. South 
Korea. Taiwan and the 
Philippines. 

Historians say some 
200.00(1 young women, 
mostly from Korea, but 
also from China, the 
Philippines and Indonesia 
— where some Dutch girls 
were also press-ganged — 
served in Japanese array 
brothels. 

Japanese newspapers 
were divided over the rul- 


ing. 


“Needless to say, the 
nation is responsible for 
compensating the victims,” 
the Tokyo Shimbun said. 
“We can read the judges’ 
fidelity to social justice and 
public morality from the 
ruling.” 

The Asahi Shimbun said: 
’The verdict that clarified 
the nation’s responsibility 
for compensation was a 
landmark. Questions will 
now move to how far the 
government, parliament, 
die nation can assume the 
responsibility.” 

But some conservative 


tune.” 

The conservative news- 
paper said Japan's wartime 
compensation for neigh- 
bouring countries had 

already been settled, 

except for North Korea and 
Taiwan. “It is not clear why 
Japan’s compensation is 
needed right now,” the 
daily said. 

Japan occupied the 

Korean Peninsula from 
1910 and 1945 and bitter 
memories of the period are 
often an explosive irritant 
in ties. 

Until a few years ago. 
most of the former sex- 
slaves would not speak out 
for shame about their past 
but in the 1990s the clam- 
our for compensation has 
grown. 

Tokyo's response has 
been to set up a private, 
non-government. Asian 
Women’s Fund for the vic- 
tims. most of whom are 
elderly. Only seven South 
Korean comfort women 
have accepted payments. 

The South Korean gov- 
ernment last week dropped 
claims for compensation 
from Japan for women 
forced to serve as sex 
slaves but said it would 
press demands that Tokyo 
apologise officially. 


Bus kills 6 
school 
children, 
injures 1 7 
in India 
town 


NEW DELHI (AFP)— At 
least six children on their 
way to school were killed 
and 17 others injured 
Tuesday when a speeding 
bus ran over their trishaws 
in a northern Indian town, 
the Press Trust of India 
said. 

The passenger bus trying 
to save a cyclist swerved 
and ran over two trishaws 
carrying the children to a 
junior-grade school in the 
city of Faruqqabad, it said. 

Six children died instant- 
ly. the news agency said 
adding 17 were injured, 
seven of them seriously. 

Residents protesting the 
gniesome accident torched 
the bus and attacked other 
vehicles with rocks, injur- 
ing an unspecified number 
of motorists. 

City administrator Amrit 
Abhijat said the protesters 
also blocked traffic on 
highways and put barri- 
cades on tracks disrupting 
train services in the 


region. 

The protesters also 
fought with the policemen 
when they tried to lift the 
blockades, the news 
agency said. 


Artificial cornea developed in 


Australia gives new hope to blind 


PERTH. Australia f AFP) — 
An artificial cornea devel- 
oped by Australian scien- 
tists gives new hope to mil- 
lions of blind people, one of 
the world’s leading eye sur- 
geons said here Tuesday. 

Professor lan Constable, 
director of the Perth-based 
Lions Eye Institute, 
described the device as “an 
extraordinary scientific 
breakthrough" unveiling the 
world’s first flexible syn- 
thetic cornea — the product 
of more than seven years’ 
research at the institute. 

The device is made from 
soft plastic and has a high 
water content similar to a 
contact lens, and replaces 
the eyeball’s tough, trans- 
parent outer covering. 

Inserted during surgery, it 
is expected to cost about 
3.000 Australian dollars 
[51.950) when it becomes 
widely available in about 
three vears. 

“More than 10 million 


people suffer corneal scar- 
ring and blindness, and this 
development has the poten- 
tial to relieve great human 
suffering.” he said. 

One of the first recipients 
of the artificial cornea was 
79-year-old Perth retired 
public servant, Patrick 
Critchison. who had his 
surgery two months ago. 

He told reporters: “I am 
delighted with the result. I 
have been blind in my right 
eye for more than seven 
years. I now have some 
sight in the eye. which came 
very soon after the opera- 
tion. I am certain the sight 
will improve further in 
time." 

Medical researchers have 
been trying for more than 
200 years to produce on 
artificial cornea, using 
glass, perspex. Teflon, sili- 
cone, titanium and even 
human teeth. But none was 
a complete success. 

Professor • Constable. 


foundation professor of 
ophthalmology at the 
University of Western 
Australia, said the artificial 
cornea closely resembled a 
human cornea and was easy 
to implant. 

“Previous attempts around 
the world to develop an arti- 
ficial comea have concen- 
trated on rigid objects.” he 
said. 

"Sometimes, they have 
even been inserted through 
a patient's closed eyelids to 
produce a ‘window’. 
Unfortunately, most have 
not succeeded in returning 
sight for any length of 
time.” 

The professor said the 
new comea was the result of 
extended research by 
Romanian-born polymer 
chemist Traian Chirila and a 
team of scientists. 

“They have come up with 
this smooth flexible lens 
which the eye will accept as 
an implant. In appearance, it 


is quite similar to a soft con- 
tact lens, but it has a porous 
skirt around its edge. 

'This is spongy material 
which is bio-corapatible. 
allowing the eye's own tis- 
sue to grow into it" 

Unlike a contact lens, the 
comea is implanted in an 
operation similar to a 
comeal transplant, replac- 
ing the damaged comea. 

“Because the skirt and the 
lens are made from the 
same material, there is no 
problematic join between 
the optical part of the artifi- 
cial comea and the skirt. 

"This greatly reduces the 
risk of serious complica- 
tions such as infection, 
inflammation. extrusion, 
extensive scarring and glau- 
coma.” 

The first operations using 
the new cornea were per- 
formed by the institute's 
surgeons. Dr. Geoffrey 
Crawford and Dr. Celia 
Hicks, the professor said. 
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Jampa Kalsang, one of the five Tibetans on a fast-unto- 
death. counts prayer beads in a makeshift tent in a New 
Delhi park. The five Tibetans have replaced the six 
activists who were on a hunger strike since March 10 
but were forcibly moved to a hospital by police on April 
27 (Reuters photo) 


Little doubt 


Belgian PM 
will survive vote 


BRUSSELS (R) — 

Belgium's government 
should easily survive three 
opposition-inspired no- 
confidence votes Tuesday 
stemming from the brief 
escape from custody last 
week of alleged child 
killer Marc Dutroux. polit- 
ical analysts said. 

None of d?e four parties 
in the centre-left coalition 
.pf Prime Minister Jean- 
Luc Dehaene were expect- 
ed to break ranks. 

The session in parlia- 
ment is due to start at 2 
p.m. (1200 GMT) with a 
brief statement by Mr. 
Dehaene. followed by a 
debate and votes on the 
opposition motions calling 
on the government to quit. 

Mr. Dehaene is expected 
to announce that he will 
address flaws in the police 
and justice systems 
brought to fight after 
Dutroux’s abortive three- 
hour bid for freedom last 
Thursday. 

Dutroux, who is being 
held in connection with the 
abduction, rape and mur- 
der of four young girls and 
the kidnap and attempted 
starvation of two others, is 
due to stand trial late this 


year. 

Mr. Dehaene was also 
expected to call for a swift 
investigation into the 


dures to be reinstated, 
which they might conceiv- 
ably win. 

Such battles over legal 
niceties would also under- 
mine the momentum Mr. 
Dehaene created in the 
wake of the escape. 

Mr. Dehaene moved 
swiftly, convincing two 
top-. ministers to take the 
rap Thursday, replacing 
them Friday and pledging 
more moves within a 
week's time. 

"Such a crisis strategy 
was absolutely necessary 
to keep the government in 
place and save Belgium's 
image.” the daily newspa- 
per De Standaard said in 
an editorial Tuesday. 

Popular calls for heads to 
roll after the post-escape 
resignations of the justice 
and the home affairs min- 
isters were being aimed at 
a national police chief and 
top magistrates. 

Fingers were pointed at 
the gendarmerie, a police 
force fighting national 
crime and charged with 
tasks ranging from the pro- 
tection of security vans to 
transporting criminals. 

The gendarmerie, how- 
ever. said it was waiting 
for the outcome of the 


escape attempt. 

More controversially, the 
government would ask top 
police chiefs and magis- 
trates to assume responsi- 
bility for the poor guarding 
of Dutroux and step aside 
voluntarily. 

Politicians have 

expressed concern that 
sacking prominent law and 
order figures might back- 
fire since they might feel 
they were being treated 
unfairly and start prote- 


in vesugation into 

Duiroux's escape from 
custody while he was 
reviewing case notes in a 
court building, guarded by 
only two gendarmes. 

They had allowed them- 
selves to be distracted by 
the accused, who bad 
seized a gun before bolting 
from the building. 

After a nationwide alert 
and the closing of all bor- 
ders. Dutroux was recap- 
tured a few kilometres 


away. 


Hailstorms kill 24 in China 


BEUING (AFP) — Violent hailstorms in China have killed 
24 people and left millions of dollars worth of damage, 
reports said Tuesday. 

In southwestern Sichuan province three people were 
killed and 45 injured as hailstones of up to 18 centimetres 
hammered 31 counties, demolishing homes, destroying 
crops, and pulling down telephone "poles. Xinhua news 
agency said. 

The storms continued from April 22 to 24. it said. 

In nearby Jiangxi province a similar disaster killed 12 
people and also wrecked homes and crops, while in neigh- 
bouring Hunan province a massive hailstorm killed rune 
and forced schools and businesses to close and disrupted 
transport and telecommunications. 

During the Sichuan storm pellets as heavy as one kilo- 
gramme lodged themselves in the ground to a depth of 30 
centimetres. The storm completelv'destroyed 9.400 homes 
and damaged other 32.700, Xinhua said. 

The hail also caused losses worth 190 million y uan 
(S22.9 million) from destruction wreaked on telecommuni- 
cations. electric power and transportation facilities. 

As a result of the storm, more than 100.000 households 
in Sichuan face difficulties finding enough water and grain. 
Local governments have dispatched relief supplies and 
crop assistance to farmers, Xinhua said. 


France to award 
highest honour to 
Australian veterans 


SYDNEY (AFP) — All liv- 
ing Australian World War I 
veterans who fought on 
French soil will be given 
France’s highest decora- 
tion, the Legion of Honour, 
Veterans’ Affairs Minister 
Jean-Pierre Masse ret said 
Tuesday. 

The award, expected to be 
bestowed on about 80 vet- 
erans, is part of France's 
plan to honour up to 1.S00 
men from the 14 nations 
who sent troops to defend 
France. 

Australia and New 
Zealand “paid a heavy trib- 
ute during the 1914-1918 
war with numerous dead 
and a great many wounded 
as a percentage of ... the 
population who lived at the 
time.” Mr. Massaret told 
reporters here. 

“We are so grateful for 
what these countries have 
done to help France in diffi- 
cult times,” be said, after a 
tour of the South Pacific. 

Mr. Masseret’s Australian 
counterpart Bruce Scott 
warmly welcomed the 
move which came soon 
after the April 25 national 
day of remembrance here. 


“With Anzac Day fresh in 
our minds, this is a marvel- 
lous gesture by the Ffepcfr 
government towards .our 
surviving World War I -vet- 
erans who fought .ip 
France." he said in a state- 
ment. 

Mr. Massenet appealed to 
Australians to help locate 
all the ageing ex-service- 
men who would qualify for 
the medal. 

“It must be done as quick- 
ly as possible because these 
men are no longer young,” 
he said. 

“I will ensure that 
Monsieur Masseret is given 
every assistance in the 
search to identify 
Australia's surviving veter- 
ans so they can receive the 
honour later this year,” Mr. 
Scott said. 

The sacrifice made ' by 
thousands of young 
Australians on French soil 
had created a special bond 
between tbe two countries, 
Mr. Scott said. 

The announcement 
Tuesday also marked the 
80th anniversary of the 
1918 Armistice which 
ended World War I. 


U.N. rights chief 
Guatemala 
over bishop’s murder 


prods 


GENEVA (AFP) — U.N. 
rights chief Mary Robinson 
Tuesday condemned the 
murder of Guatemalan 
Roman Catholic Bishop 
Juan Gerardi and urged the 
government to bring those 
responsible to justice. . 

Gerardi. 75. was found 
beaten to death Monday in a 
church near the presidential 
palace in Guatemala City. 
The U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights “condemns in the 
strongest terms” rhe assassi- 
nation of Gerardi. an outspo- 
ken human rights activist, a 
statement issued here said. 

"A man driven by his 
search of justice and recon- 
ciliation, his death saddens 
all those who share his ideals 
in Guatemala and in the 
world.” 

Ms. Robinson demanded 


that the G uatemal an govern- 
ment make all efforts “to 
bring to justice those respon- 
sible for this heinous crime.” 

The government Monday 
set up a commission of 
enquiry while die Catholic 
church gave it ; 72 hours* to 
shed light on the murder. 

■ Observers -said -die killing 
of Gerardi may have been in 
retaliation for a report he 
wrote on human rights abus- 
es and the human cost of 
Guatemala’s 36-year-long 
civil war. 

The war ended with a 
peace pact signed by the 
rightist government and left- 
ist rebels in December 1996. 

The murder happened as 
Gerardi stepped out of a car 
following a family dinner 
said Mario Orantes, a priest 
who discovered the body. 


4 Serbs killed in 
Kosovo fighting 


PRISTINA. Yugoslavia 
(AFP) — Four Serbs, appar- 
ently members of the security 
forces, were killed and two 
wounded in fighting with 
armed Albanians in the trou- 
bled Kosovo province, a 
local daily paper reported 
Tuesday. 

Yugoslav army headquar- 
ters for the province said 
Monday that three Albanians 
were killed and four wound- 
ed in the same clash, which 
occurred the previous night 
west of the town of Decani, 
situated near the border with 
Albania. 

It did not say if there were 
any casualties among their 
soldiers. 

The Kosovo Albanian dail y 


Koha Ditore identified the 
two injured Sabs as Dragan 
Miljkovic and Zlatko 
Djordjevic, but said only that 
they were members of the 
“Serb forces" without stating 
if they were soldiers or 
policemen. 

Gashes erupted again last 
week between the Yugoslav 
army and Kosovo Albanians 
in the western part of the 
province bordering Albania. 
At least 26 ethnic Albanians 
were reported killed as they 
tried to infiltrate into Kosovo 
from Albania. 

Kosovo's ethnic Albanians 
make up 90 per cent of the 
province's two million peo- 
ple and are campaigning for 
independence from Belgrade. 
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Shark kills South 
African woman off 
Mozambique coast 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
A shark attacked and killed 
a South African tourist in 
Mozambique as she tried to 
tow a rubber dinghy back to 
shore, a newspaper said 
Tuesday. 

The Afrikaans dailv. Die 
Beeld. said Wilma von 
Molendorff and her fiancfe, 
Johan Preller. were towing 
the boat to shore Sunday 
after the moior cut out 
when von Molendorff was 


attacked by a three-mew 
shark. 

The shark, of an unknown 
species, bit her chest and 
stomach and severed her 
left arm before Preller 
could swim to her rescue. 
He punched the shark- on 
the snout to chase it away. 

Von Molendorff bled 
death in the dinghy in 3 
remote part of the coast 
near Bilene, some 
north of the ra pi tal Maputo- 
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China 
gives cool 
reception 
to 


Japan 
defence 
moves 


-U.S. 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
Tuesday gave a cool recep- 
tion to Japan's signing of an 
accord which expands 
defence cooperation with 
the United States beyond 
Japanese territory. 

“We have noticed that the 
Japanese side has made 
amendments to its Jaws in 
order to meet Japan-U.S. 
defence guidelines.” for- 
eign ministry spokesman 
Zhu Bangzao told 
reporters. 

He said Japan had repeat- 
edly assured Beijing the 
guidelines were not aimed 
at any third country and 
would not threaten other 
countries because they “are 
not based simply on geog- 
raphy.** 

“But this is against the 
nature of the situation,” the 
spokesman said. 

“We hope that the 
Japanese government will 
be prudent on -this issue, 
respect its promises in the 
(Sino-Japanese.j joint com- 
munique on the problem of 
Taiwan and do nothing to 
worry neighbouring coun- 
tries.” 

A Japanese cabinet offi- 
cial infuriated China last 
August by admitting in a 
television interview that the 
guidelines call for Japan to 
provide logistical support 
in the event of U.S. military 
involvement in fighting 
between China and Taiwan. 

Tokyo has carefully con- 
trolled its public statements 
ever since, insisting that the 
guidelines were no threat to 
neighbouring countries. 

While the guidelines have 
long been agreed, U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
.Japanese Foreign Minister 
Keizo Obuchi earlier in the 
day signed an agreement on 
mutual logistics support 
appertaining to them. 

The Tokyo government at 
die same time approved 
three bills to legalise such 
support, including the sup- 
ply of fuel and the transport 
of soldiers, for U.S. forces 
in “areas surrounding 
Japan” when the country’s 
peace and security is threat- 
ened. 

The bills are unlikely to 
be passed before the current 
session of parliament ends 
in July due to objections 
from the LDP’s parliamen- 
tary allies. 

They may run foul of 
Japan’s pacifist post- World 
War II constitution, which 
bans it from resorting to 
arms to settle international 
disputes. 

China considers Taiwan a 
part of its territory and 
strongly opposes any out- 
side interference in its 
“reunification" with the 
m ainlan d. 

Beijing has vowed to 
retake the island by force if 
it attempts to declare inde- 
pendence but the United 
States opposes such mili- 
tary means. 

In early 1996 it deployed 
two aircraft carrier groups 
to the Taiwan Strait in 
response to a series of 
threatening military exer- 
cises conducted by China 
before the island’s first 
direct presidential poll. 



Sri Lankan police keep guard after a parcel bomb 
exploded at the telecommunications exchange building 
in the southern town of Kalutara (AFP photo) 


S. Korea proposes 
delivery of third 
food-aid batch 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s 
Red Cross Tuesday sent a 
telephone message to its 
northern counterpart about the 
method of delivery for the 
third batch of food aid to 
famine-stricken North Korea. 

A statement from the Red 
Cross said the message, sent 
via its liaison office on the 
heavily militarised border, 
outlined two methods of 
delivering 3,000 tonnes of 
com. 3,000 tonnes of wheat 
flour, 1,000 tonnes of fertilis- 
er, 32 tonnes of powder milk 
and 15.74. tonnes of baby 
food. 

The com would be deliv- 
ered to .Narayang in North 
Korea from China by freight ’ 
car from May 4 to 9, it said. 

The rest of the food aid 
would be shipped on a South 
Korean freighter. Sun 
Gerbera, leaving Inchon port 
on May 2 and arriving in 
North Korea’s Nampo port on 
May 3, it said 

The message, sent by South 
Korea Red Cross President 
Chung Won-Shik, asked that 
the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies be allowed 
to monitor the food distribu- 
tion in at least one or two 
areas. 


Monday, the U.N. World 
Food Programme said it 
would reduce its international 
food aid appeal for North 
Korea by up to 13 per cent if 
it could get complete access to 
the countryside to monitor 
distribution. 

South Korea and aid groups 
are worried that food intended 
for malnourished families 
could be diverted to North 
Korea's 1.1 million-strong 
armed farces. 

South Korea’s Red Cross 
has agreed to deliver about 
nine billion won ($6.60 mil- 
lion) worth of food aid to 
North Korea until mid-May. 

It said its monitors have so 
fai 1 gained access td only one 
of the 50 targeted counties in 
North Korea to monitor distri- 
bution. 

A South Korean ship 
Sunday delivered 3.000 
tonnes of flour. 50.000 litres 
of edible oQ, five tonnes of 
seed potatoes and 200 tonnes 
of fertiliser to complete the 
second batch of food aid to 
the north. 

The first delivery — 100,00 
litres of vegetable oil, 3,000 
tonnes of flour, 58 tonnes of 
rice and 26,000 pairs of socks 
— was made on April 15 and 
16. 


India says ready to talk 
to Kashmiri groups 


JAMMU, India (R) — India's 
new government is ready to 
hold talks with Kashmiri 
groups to end the eight-year- 
old insurgency in the 
Himalayan region. Defence 
Minister George Fernandes 
said 

More than a dozen militant 
groups are fighting Indian 
rule in Kashmir in a rebellion 
that has left an estimated 
25.000 people dead since 
1990. 

“Our doors are open, we 
can talk to anyone,” Mr. 
Fernandes told reporters late 
Monday in Udhampur, some 
65 km from Jammu, the 
strife-tom state's winter capi- 
tal. While India, which con- 
trols two-thirds of Kashmir, 
says that the Himalayan 
region is an integral part of 
the country and this position 
is non-negotiable, Kashmiri 


separatist groups are fighting 
for either" independence or 
merger with Pakistan. 

“I have met several leaders 
in Delhi and will be meeting 
more people in Srinagar.” the 
defence minister, who took 
office last month as part of a 
Hindu-nationalist led coali- 
tion government said But he 
declined to elaborate. 

Separately, more security 
forces will be deployed in 
parts of Jammu and Kashmir 
where violence has flared up, 
Mr. Fernandes said 

“I will be talking to (the) 
chief minister about addition- 
al troops.” Village defence 
committees will be also 
strengthened he said 

Separatist guerrillas earlier 
this month shot dead 29 peo- 
ple in Dhakikot about 1S5 
km from Jammu, triggering 
panic migration from the area. 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, April 29, 1998 


Government mulls shoot on sight 
law to end Dhaka campus violence 


DHAKA (AFP) — 
Bangladesh police could 
get tough new powers to 
shoot on sight any armed 
person in a bid to end cam- 
pus violence. Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed said Tuesday as new 
clashes left 30 injured. 

Police used tear gas and 
barons to disperse rival 
political student fronts 
when they clashed in the 
southeastern Chittagong 
University, security sources 
said. 

“We want to end violence 
on the campus sincerely and 
seek your (opposition) sup- 
port in this regard" she told 
the parliament during prime 
minister’s question time. 

“The government is even 
ready to make stringent 


laws to nab terrorists. We 
are ready to instruct the 
police to shoot on sight any 
person with arms in the 
campus, provided we get 
the opposition’s coopera- 
tion.” Sheikh Hasina said 
replying to a question on 
the current campus situa- 
tion. 

“The government is ready 
to sit across the table with 
the opposition parties in the 
light of President justice 
Shahabuddin Ahmad’s sug- 
gestion to ban student poli- 
tics.” 

Sheikh Hasina said her 
ruling Aw ami League had 
suspended the activities of 
its student front in 1992 
when it was in the opposi- 
tion, but said the then 
Bangladesh Nationalist 


Party (BNP) government 
had remained “silent.” 

President Shahabuddin 
Ahmed since coming to 
office in 1996 has repeated- 
ly called on politicians to 
rethink student politics, 
which he believes should 
reflect local and not nation- 
al concerns. 

“If this situation contin- 
ues, the future of the whole 
nation will plunge into total 
darkness.” he warned Iasi 
week. 

The violence in 
Chittagong campus erupted 
after Islami Chatra Shibir. 
the student w-jng of the fun- 
damentalist Jamat-e- Islami 
party, staged a march amid 
a strike called by ruling 
Awami League's student 
from the Bangladesh Chatra 


League (BCD. 

Police said 30 people, 
including a policeman, 
were injured during the 
clashes in which weapons 
were used by both sides. 

Tuesday, Dhaka 

University exams were 

postponed following a 

strike and dashes between 
rival groups, but normal 
classes were held, officials 
said. 

“We have postponed tests 
until Thursday to avoid any 
fresh problems, but classes 
are being held as per sched- 
ule," a university' official 
said. 

Jatiyatabadi Chatra Dal 
(JCD). the student wing of 
the opposition BNP. culled 
a strike to protest the 
alleged eviction of activists 


from universities dormito- 
ries by their rivals. 

There was a gunbattle 
between the two groups last 
week in which one 
Bangladesh Chatra League 
leader killed. 

The JCD is demanding 
the release of 70 activists, 
including its president 
Shahiuddin Chowdhury 
Anne, detained Sunday dur- 
ing a protest march. 

Police said Chowdhury 
Anne was accused in the 
killing of Panhpratim 
Aeharya in the gunbattle. 

The death came after JCD 
activists reportedly teased a 
girl seeking to enrol in the 
university and was also 
linked to attempts by rival 
factions to control the dor- 
mitories. 


68 mutilated 
Sierra Leoneans in 
Freetown hospital 


FREETOWN (.AFP) — 
Doctors in Freetown said 
Tuesday they had worked 
around the clock to save 
the lives of some 6S civil- 
ians with crude amputa- 
tions and other injuries 
carried out by supporters 
of the ousted junta. 

The attacks, which left 
23 people, including chil- 
dren. missing hands or 
feet and others suffering 
from bayonet, machete or 
gunshot wounds, took 
place at the weekend in 
the diamond-rich Kono 
district in the east of the 
country, doctors at the 
Connaught hospital said. 

“We have been able to 
take several of them out of 
danger but we are still 
keeping a close eye on 
them." one nurse said. 

“It is a gruesome sight. 
How could any human 
being be so heartless as to 
inflict such wounds on its 
own kith and kin?” said 
staff nurse Nancy Boima. 
on the edge of tears. 

“I doubt whether it is 
worth living after this." 
said one woman among 
the patients. 

The patients were 
among some 3,000 civil- 
ians rescued at the week- 
end by ECOMOG, the 
Nigerian-led intervention 
force which toppled the 
junta from the capital in 
mid-February, a source in 
the force told AFP. 

One witness said ECO- 
MOG chased out junta 
forces from four towns 
around Koidu, 240 kilo- 
metres east of Freetown in 
the Kono Districr — 
Bumpeh, Jaima Sewafe, 
Tumbudu and Motema. 

“I was in Tumbudu 
when the rebels entered 
ray house, shot ray son at 
close range and then raped 
me and chopped off my 
right hand," said Finda 
James, another patient. 

“The cocaine-drugged 
rebels sprayed inflamma- 
ble liquid on my parents’ 
house and told everyone 
not to stay inside the burn- 
ing house. I was however 
able to escape and took 
refuge with advancing 
ECOMOG forces,” said 
16-year-old schoolgirl 
Tonia Capio. recounting 
her experience in Bumpeh 
Town. 

“I pray that all those 


responsible for these 
atrocities are caught and 
killed on the spot. This 
will be retributive justice,” 
she said. 

The junta forces, who 
are supported by rebels of 
the Revolutionary United 
Front (RUF), burnt down 
hundreds of houses in 
Jaiama Sewafe. according 
to a traditional leader from 
the town. 

Meanwhile, local jour- 
nalists in Kenema. in the 
southeast, said militia 
groups working with 
ECOMOG scored “a huge 
success” over the weekend 
when they ousted junta 
supporters from three vil- 
lages. 

Ambushes in the vil- 
lages of Panguma. Blama 
and Gerihun caused junta 
forces there to retreat after 
an hour-long battle, the 
reporters said. 

"The rebels lost about 15 
of their men and scores 
were also badly wound- 
ed," one journalist report- 
ed. 

Reports from Bo, Sierra 
Leone's second largest 
city, 170 kilometres east 
of the capital, said militia 
groups had secured a key 
road to the north which 
had been in rebel hands 
for the past four years. 

“The route has been a 
strategic one used by 
rebels and quite recently 
by junta forces during 
their military campaigns." 
said one journalist in Bo. 
who added that the road's 
capture would facilitate 
ECOMOG 's advances 
east towards the Kailahun 
District, long an RUF 
stronghold. 


Patten to tackle key Northern 
Ireland police reform issue 


LONDON (AFPj — Former 
Hong Kong Governor Chris 
Panen has been offered the job 
of reforming Northern 
Ireland's police force, a key 
pan of the province’s peace 
agreement and a primal step in 
achieving reconciliation 
between its Catholic and 
Protestant communities. 

Mr. Panen. 53. having nego- 
tiated with some success one 
diplomatic colonial minefield, 
is said to have accepted the 
challenge of another. 

But the former Conservative 
Pam- chairman will need all his 
diplomatic skills if he is to find 
common ground between 
Catholic nationalists, who 
want to see the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary (RUC) disband- 
ed altogether, and the 
Protestant Unionists who want 
to keep it intact. 

He will head an independent 
commission on the police 
which will be set up if voters in 
Northern Ireland and the Irish 
Republic approve last month’s 
peace deal in referendums 
north and south of the border in 
May 22. 

The agreement calls for “a 
professional, impartial force 
free of all political control and 
answerable to the community''. 

At present the force compris- 
es almost 90 per cent 
Protestants and has a history of 
partisan reprisals against 
Catholics, who regard the force 
as servina Protestant interests 


exclusively. 

The choice of Mr. Patten, a 
Roman Cath olic, was wel- 
comed by the Ulster Unionists, 
the Protestant majority party in 
the province. The party’s num- 
ber two, Ken Magi finis, 
described him as "a man of 
outstanding ability.” 

He said he was someone 
who would understand the 
implications of policing in a 
divided community like 
Northern Ireland. 

During a period as a junior 
minister for Northern Ireland in 
the 1980s, Me Panen built a 
reputation for impartiality and 
was respected across the politi- 
cal spectrum. 

He at one stage infuriated 
Unionists by allowing nation- 
alists in Londonderry to 
rename their local authority 
Deny City Council 

Unionists were also delight- 
ed that Prime Minister Tony 
Blair had rejected demands 
from Sinn fisin. the political 
wing of the ERA. for the 
appointment of some non- 
British figure. 

Sinn Fein is expected to gen- 
erally welcome the appoint- 
ment of a Catholic. 

Mr. Panen won general 
approval from the nationalist 
community for the way he han- 
dled the peaceful handover of 
Hong Kong to China last year. 
They have often referred to this 
example of a successful trans- 
fer of sovereignty to illustrate 


their own long-term goal of the 
unification of Ireland. 

• News of Mr. Patten’s 
appointment came as a delega- 
tion from the African National 
Congress was arriving in 
Belfast to try to help foster 
peace at the request of Sinn 
Fein and the British Labour 
Pari)'. 

Last week. Northern 
Ireland's police chief Ronnie 
Flanagan made a plea for his 
force not to be disbanded, say- 
ing that it had been the “bul- 
wark between anarchy and dis- 
order”. 

But at his meeting with Mr. 
Blair aL 10 Downing Street 
Monday. Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams repeated the 
long-standing republican 
demand for disbandment of the 
RUC and also raised the issued 
of withdrawing British troops 
from Northern Ireland 

’These issues need to be 
dealt with because they are 
injustices ... wrongs need to be 
righted,” he said 

Sinn Fein will decide at a 
special conference in Dublin 
on May 10 whether to endorse 
the April 10 peace deal in the 
upcoming referendums. 

Mr. Adams said the leader- 
ship would be putting “positive 
proposals" to the conference 
and emphasised the “achieve- 
ments” made by republicans in 
the agree men l 


News editor released in Nigeria 


LAGOS (AFP) — The chief 
editor of the independent 
Nigerian news magazine Tell. 
Onome Os ifo- Whiskey, 
arrested in November, has 
been freed from jail, the inde- 
pendent daily Punch reported 
Tuesday. 

The newspaper did not say 
when Osifo-Whiskey was 
freed, but the report would 
make him the third journalist 
ro be released by the military 
regime of General Saiii 
Abac ha in a week. 

Last Friday, Mohammad 
Adamu and Soji Oraotunde, 


both journalists on the weekly 
African Concord, were freed 
after being held respectively 
since July and October last 
year. 

Osifo-Whiskey was arrested 
at his Lagos home on Nov. 9, 
following the publication of 
an article weeks earlier report- 
ing that the health of the 54- 
vear-old Gen. Abacha was 
deteriorating'. 

The Tell alitor was held in 
secret for two months after his 
arrest. 

He said he had been rela- 
tively well-treated throughout 


his detention. Punch reported 

Gen. Abac ha's regime at the 
weekend held federal parlia- 
mentary elections as pan of its 
announced plans to restore 
civilian rule in October. The 
opposition called for a boycott 
and the reported turnout was 
very low. 

All five authorised political 
parties in Nigeria have urged 
the junta leader to stand for 
the post of head of state, but 
the general has not publicly 
said whether he will run to 
succeed himself in civilian 
guise. 


Former Rwanda premier to enter genocide plea 


ARUSHA, Tanzania (R) — 
The UN. tribunal trying ring- 
leaders of Rwanda's 1994 
genocide said Jean Kambanda, 
prime minister during the three- 
month slau ghter , will enter his 
plea Friday. 

Mr. Kambanda, 42, was 
arrested in exile in Kenya in 
July last year and transferred 
into the custody of the 
International Cri minal Tribunal 
for Rwanda (ICTR) in Arusha, 
Tanzania 

The ICTR statement Monday 
night did not comment on why 
he had spent nine months in 
detention before entering a 


plea. He has been indicted for 
genocide, conspiracy to com- 
mit genocide, direct and public 
incitement to commit genocide, 
compliciiy in genocide and 
crimes against humanity. 

If found guilty, he could face 
a maximum sentence of life 
imprisonment. 

Mr. Kambanda was appoint- 
ed prime minister on April 8. 
1994, two days after President 
Juvenal Habyarimana was 
killed when his plane was shot 
down over the capital Kigali. 
President Cyprien Nunyamira 
of neighbouring Burundi died 
in the same crash. 


The killing of Habyarimana 
sparked the genocide by hard- 
liners in Rwanda’s majority 
Hutu tribe who butchered an 
estimated 800,000 minority 
Tutsis and Hutu moderates. It 
ended when mainly Tutsi rebels 
took power in early July, 1994. 

The ICTR statement 
described Mr. Kambanda as 
“the highest ranking Rwandan 
ex-political leader indicted for 
genocide and detained by the 
tribunal,” 

He will enter his plea a day 
after publication of an embar- 
goed report by Amnesty 
international which is strongly 


critical of the ICTR’s proce- 
dures. 

The same statement said 
Colonel Alphonse Nteziryayo, 
commanding officer of the mil- 
itary police at the start of the 
genocide, has been arrested in 
die West African coun try o f 
Burkina Faso at the ICTR's 
request 

He is also indicted for geno- 
cide crimes and his arrest 
brings to 25 the number of 
accused persons in the ICTR’s 
custody. 

By contrast Rwanda’s jails 
are crammed with 130,000 
genocide suspects. 
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Intransigence in Cairo 


AS EXPECTED, the talks between Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu produced no 
tangible results. All the encounter amounted to 
was. it seems, a photo opportunity for the Israeli 
premier, who can tell his population that despite 
the 15-month impasse in the Middle East peace 
process and tension between Tel Aviv and Cairo, 
relations with Egypt remain solid. 

So far efforts by the U.S., the EU, Jordan, and 
Egypt have all failed in pressuring Netanyahu 
to move ahead with the long-delayed Israeli sec- 
ond troop redeployment from the West Bank. 
Israeli cabinet secretary Danny Naveh’s com- 
ment that “iio one can impose an ultimatum — 
everyone must understand that Israel alone 
decides on security' issues and on the scale of 
redeployment,'' is in itself telling. But what 
such thinking fails to consider is that Israel is 
not the only country that has legitimate securi- 
ty concerns. There is growing evidence that 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat is finding it 
increasingly difficult to keep a lid on his popu- 
lation's frustration with the peace process. 
Jordan, as well, is finding that it cannot aptly 
defend peace with an Israel that has little 
regard for Its commitments and for Arab rights 
and concerns. Failure to move on the 
Palestinian-Israeli track is a serious security 
threat to all in the region — including the 
Jewish state. 

While telling all, including the Clinton admin- 
istration. to refrain from putting pressure on 
Israel, the Netanyahu government is at the same 
time pushing for an increase in annual 
American military aid, albeit at the expense of 
civilian aid. It is somewhat mind-boggling that 
Israel believes it can place demands on the U.S., 
while also warning it to back off the peace 
process. But what is perhaps most surprising Is 
that the Clinton administration is saying little in 
return. In spite of Israel’s belligerent policies 
and statements. Washington is content with 
veiled criticisms of Netanyahu and his policies. 

The closure of the West Bank and Gaza which 
began Tuesday night, barring thousands of 
Palestinians from entering Israel until 
Saturday, for Israel’s foundation day celebra- 
tions, as well as reports of the approval of con- 
struction of over 800 new homes in the Israeli 
settlement of Efrat by the Netanyahu govern- 
ment, only add to an already highly explosive 
situation in the Palestinian areas. 

Netanyahu said on Monday that his state 
“cannot and must not" accept the formation of 
a new Iraq or Iran at its doorstep, in reference 
to a future Palestinian state. Whether he and 
others will it or not, there will be an indepen- 
dent state of Palestine one day since it is the only 
logical solution to the Palestinian-Israeli con- 
flict. Whether it will be another “Iran or Iraq” 
is actuality up to Israel. If the Jewish state con- 
tinues to live in its present-day siege mentality, 
it will be a major party in fomenting extremism 
around its borders and even beyond. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Arab Al Yawm’s Riham Farra said that with the 
asssumption of Sergei Kiriyenko. a Jew , to the post of 
prime minister in Russia, the Jews have completed their 
control over the major world powers steering them 
towards serving Israel’s objectives. The writer said it is 
nor possible for the young and inexperienced Sergei to 
have reached this post without Jewish funds which have 
been of great influence on Russia, a country facing 
bankruptsy and seeking assistance from the U.S., the 
strategic ally of lisrael. In the U.S. the Jewish lobby 
influences the U.S. administration’s policy through 
Congress and through four Jews in the Clinton admin- 
istration namely: Al Gore. Madeleine Albright. Wiliam 
Cohen and Sandy Berger, noted the writer. She said 
Britain which gave the Jews their national home in 
Palestine at the expense of the Arab people of Palestine 
is still under Jewish influence along with France which 
is currently trying a senior citizen accusing him of tak- 
ing part in the Holocaust, and Germany which has been 
providing Israel with huge funds in compensation for 
Hitler's atrocities. 


Al Dustour daily in its editorial said there is still 
hope that Europe will play a role in pressuring Israel 
into complying with the peace requirements. The U.S, 
mediators have obviously failed so far to convince 
Netanyahu to withdraw his forces from 13 per cent of 
the occupied West Bank, but the Europeans can achieve 
some progress in this direction hopefully at the coming 
London meeting and through measures taken by the 
European Union as a group, said the paper. It is gratify- 
ine to see the Palestinian leadership accepting the 
.American proposals on the withdrawal issue despite the 
fact that the plan does not ensure the minimum level 
required for the attainment of the Palestinian national 
aspirations, noted the daily. It said with every visit to 
the Middle East by U.S. mediator Dennis Ross, the 
Palestinians are pressured into accepting Israel's condi- 
tions, but the Palestinians have offered all the conces- 
sions and are awaiting the world community to serve 
them justice. 


Washington Watch 


ON THE eve of yet another round of peace talks with 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has invfred the leader of 
the Moledet Parry to join his coalition government. The 
Moledec Pony (Homeland Party) is not another for right 
Zionist grouping. It’s founding principle, as stared in its 
charter, is the call to transfer Arabs out of “Eretz Israel ” 

“The sure cure for the demographic ailment is the 
transfer of the Arabs to Arab countries as an aim of any 
negotiations and a way to solve the Israeli-Arab conflict 
over the land of Israel.” By “Arabs” the Moledet Party 
means not only the Palestinians of the West Bank and 
Gaza. They also seek to “cleanse” Israel of its 
Palestinian Arab citizens. And by “demographic ail- 
ment” the Moledet means not only Lhe presence of Arabs 
in their midst, but also the “troubling high birth rate” of 
the Arab population. While such racism puts the Moledet 
Party in Lhe same camp as the Le Pen nationalist move- 
ment in France or the David Duke movement in the 
United States, even those bigots do not call for the forced 
expulsion of the communities they see as polluting their 
respective societies. The Modelet Party differs only 
slightly from the racist effort founded by the late Meir 
Kahane. In fact, the Modelet Party’s leader Raveham 
Ze’vi (who will now sit in Netanyahu's cabinet) has been 
described by the respected Israeli commentator Nahum 
Bamea as "Kahane in a general's uniform" — referring 
to his days in the 1970s as the brutal military comman- 
der of the West Bank. 

Ze’vi has a controversial past. Allegations of his con- 
nection with organised crime resulted in his being denied 


the post of police commissioner in the Shamir-led gov- 
ernment in 1989. He is also widely remembered for hav- 
ing caused a diplomatic flap in 1 991 when as Likud min- 
ister without portfolio he called then U.S. President 
George Bush “an anti-Semite and a liar.” 

When Shamir agreed to go to the Madrid peace talks, 
the Modelet and an allied party, Tehiya. bolted the gov ; 
emrnent and brought about its collapse. More recently 
Ze'vi has continued his inflammatory rhetoric. He has 
called Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat a 
“war criminal" and Egypt's President Mubarak a “liar.” 
He led violent protests against Netanyahu's decision to 
sign the Hebron agreement and has repeatedly pledged 
his commitment to annulling the Oslo accord. 

Given this background one might well ask why 
Netanyahu has brought Ze’vi and his party into the gov- 
ernment and why there has been no reaction to this dis- 
turbing move. Ze’vi’s only pledge to Netanyahu appar- 
ently is that he will not support a no-confidence motion. 
But he has reaffirmed his strong opposition to Oslo and 
to surrendering any more land to the Palestinians. He has 
also refused to alter his party's position on “transfer.” 
One might argue that many of Ze'yi’s positions are 
held by others in the Knesset, even in the Netanyahu 
government. Ariel Sharon, for example, has also referred 
to Arafat as a “war criminal.” Rafael Eitan. the former 
general who called Palestinians “drugged cockroaches.” 
called in the J 980s for the forced transfer of one million 
Palestinians from the West Bank. And the majority’ of 
the current Likud coalition continues to support the 
claim to all of “Eretz Israel” — while hypocritically 


‘Helping the Iraqi people’ 


The following article, 
made available to the 
Jordan Times, was writ- 
ten by British Foreign 
Office Minister of State 
Derek Fatchett. 


THE CASE of Mariam 
Hamza, a four-year-old 
Iraqi girl suffering from 
leukaemia and brought to 
the U.K. for medical treat- 
ment. has highlighted the 
plight of civilians in Iraq. It 
can also lead to renewed 
calls that it is time to aban- 
don sanctions. I can under- 
stand that reaction. But 1 
believe it to be totally mis- 
guided. The sanctions 
regime does not prevent 
medicines or food from 
getting to the Iraqi people. 
Imports of food and medi- 
cine have never been 
banned. Ever since sanc- 
tions were imposed, the 
U.K. has led efforts to try 
to minimise the impact on 
the Iraqi people and max- 
imise the impact on the 
regime. In 1991 we tabled 
a resolution [706) allowing 
Iraq to sell oil in return for 
humanitarian supplies. It 
was Saddam Hussein who 
refused to implement it. 
We tried again later that 
year with another resolu- 
tion (712h Again, the U.N. 
adopted it and Saddam 
Hussein ignored it. 

In 1995 we tried a third 
time, passing oii-for-food 
resolution 9S6. This 
allowed Iraq to sell S2 bil- 
lion of oil every’ 6 months 
and spend the proceeds not 
just on food and medicines 
but also other humanitarian 
supplies like water and 
sanitation equipment and 
on tasks like mine clearing 
in agricultural areas. These 
are things that could make 
a real difference to the lives 
of Iraqi children. This level 
of resources should mean 
that no Iraqi child need so 


hungry or have an illness 
untreated. That this has not 
happened is because 
Saddam Hussein has con- 
sistently blocked the U.N.’s 
attempts to help his people. 
The Iraqi government 
rejected resolution 986 for 
over a year. For months 
afterwards, they prevented 
its implementation. And 
when they did sell oil and 
got the proceeds to help the 
Iraqi people. Saddam used 
the money to lower, by an 
equivalent amount, his 
government's own welfare 
spending. 

The inescapable conciu- 


As is well-documented by 
UNSCOM. he spends 
money on trying to prevent 
it from completing its 
investigation into his pro- 
grammes to produce 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion so putting off the day 
when UNSCOM can com- 
plete its work and sanc- 
tions can be lifted. If 
Saddam Hussein had ful- 
filled his pledges at the end 
of the Gulf war to destroy 
his chemical and biological 
weapons and to let U.N. 
inspectors verify this, then 
sanctions would have been 
lifted long ago. 


Ever since sanctions were 
imposed, the U.K. has led 
efforts to try to minimise the 
impact on the Iraqi people 
and maximise the impact on 
. the regime. 


sion is that Saddam has no 
regard for the plight of his 
own people. His has con- 
sistently rejected all the 
U.N.'s artempis to help and 
instead prefers to use their 
suffering as another tool in 
his propaganda strategy. 
He has spent at least 1 bil- 
lion pounds on his presi- 
dential palaces. He and his 
immediate supporters live 
a life of luxury, in stark 
contrast to the avoidable 
misery of his own people. 
He also spends vast sums 
on his weapons pro- 
grammes. diverting huge 
amounts into enormous 
complexes such as the Al 
Hakam plant. IS square 
kilometres in size, which 
was found to be producing 
anthrax rather than the ani- 
mal feed he had claimed. 


Despite Saddam 

Hussein’s attitude, the 
international community 
and the U.K. in particular 
are still trying to improve 
life for Iraqi civilians. In 
January the U.N. 
Secretary-General submit- 
ted to the Security Council 
a report recommending 
that the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme be increased and 
that steps be taken to 
improve the targeting of 
resources on key humani- 
tarian needs. In response to 
this report, we drafted a 
further resolution ( 1 1531 
which more than doubled 
the size of the oil-for-food 
programme to S5.2 billion. 
The resolution contains the 
safeguards to make sure 
that the extra money actu- 
ally helps the Iraqi people. 


It could pay for more of the 
food and medicines that 
they need so badly. It could 
restore clean water and 
proper sanitation to hun- 
dreds of thousands of 
Iraqis, restore electricity to 
homes and help farmers 
increase their output. 
However, it will only 
achieve these objectives, if 
Saddam cooperates fully 
with the U.N. in imple- 
menting the humanitarian 
proaramme. 

Since 1991. the U.K. has 
donated £94 million in aid 
to Iraq, making us the sec- 
ond largest donor. U.N. 
NGOs have played a major 
role in humanitarian pro- 
jects inside Iraq including 
in rehabilitating villages, 
improving agriculture and 
mine clearing. And my col- 
league. the Secretary’ of 
State for International 
Development, has recently 
announced a further aid 
package of £7 million for 
humanitarian projects in 
central and southern Iraq. 

The U.N. has done a 
remarkable job in difficult 
circumstances in imple- 
menting the programme 
thus far. We have complete 
confidence that it will con- 
tinue to do so following the 
doubling of the programme 
by resolution 1153. But it 
is a huge undertaking. That 
is why we convened a 
humanitarian meeting in 
London last week. The 
meeting brought together 
experts and allowed them 
to share their assessment of 
needs and progress. We are 
nor seeking grand conclu- 
sions. But we hope that 
participants will decide on 
some steps which will 
make a practical difference 
on the ground to the lives 
of ordinary Iraqis. That is 
our strong desire. 


By Dr. James J. Zogby 


Ze’vi should go 


insisting that the Palestinians change their national 

C< Has Netanyahu merely added a vote to protect his 
coalition government, as some analysts speculate. Or 
has he added an ideological partner to his government to 
strengthen its resolve? Is it not appropriate to ask the 
Netanyahu government for an explanation of this most 
troubling addition at this most sensitive moment? 

ft would be inconceivable for a centre-right coalition in 
France to invite Le Pen to join its government, just as it 
would be impossible for the U.S. Republican Party to. 
seek the support of David Duke. Imagine the tremors 
that Ze'vi’s appointment must be causing among Israel’s 
Palestinian Arab citizens, and all those Palestinians, who 
in this year of Israel's 50th anniversary, are reliving the 
horrors of forced expulsion from their homes and vil- 
lages. Surely the addition of Ravebam Ze’vi to the gov- 
ernment should not be allowed to pass without protest. 
Netanyahu's argument that he needs votes to remain in 
power is the basest of falsehoods. As elected prime min- 
ister he has the option to create any coalition government 
he chooses. Should he agree to honour the Oslo accords 
and make the required withdrawals from the West Bank, 
he may lose the support of the ultra right. But it has 
already been made clear to him that he can, if he wishes, 
form a new government of at least 85 Knesset members 
if he agrees to a just peace with the Palestinians. It 
appears that it is not to protect his government, but to 
protect his hold over Eretz Israel that has motivated the 
addition of Ze’vi to the cabinet. Arabs should demand 
his immediate ouster. 




Higher education 
and profit margins 


To the editor: 


I REFER to Dr. Ahmad Hourani's article entitled 
“New higher education development ‘plan overlooks 
sweeping changes.” Jordan Times, April 25, and 
would like to comment on some points raised in his 
article as follows: 

As Dr. Hourani is a founder of one of our private 
universities, it is highly expected he would be in a 
good position to defend private universities. 
Regarding the question of profit. Dr. Hourani implic- 
itly submits in a way or another that education at pri- 
vate universities is an economic investment. He con- 
firmed this fact by saying that one of the main goals 
of establishing private universities is to attract as 
much as possible students to spend money on their 
education in their homes instead of wasting money in 
foreign countries. This also includes non-Jordanian 
students who are invited too to spend huge amounts 
of money that can support the economy. Generally 
speaking this argument is an acknowledgement by a 
prominent academic. To my own belief and convic- 
tion, education at these universities has been trans- 
formed into profitable enterprises. 

Dr. Hourani claims that the question of quality con- 
trol at private universities is strictly applied and 
therefore cannot be compared to public universities. 

I think there is an exaggeration on this point, because 
in an atmosphere of vigourous competition currently 
prevailing among private universities the main target 
of any of such remains is how to attract that student 
to their campuses, regardless of his or her cultural 
background or if he/she is academically qualified. To 
be more precise, for example a student whose aver- 
age score in Tawjihi exam is 80 per cent or 85 will 
not have, I am sure, the chance to be admitted at pub- 
lic universities when he or she chooses to study sci- 
entific programmes, whereas in private universities 
the options are open for students to select whatever 
they like with minor limitations. 

Since we still look- at the Tawjihi exam as the only 
main criterion for evaluating our students' academic 
performance, the question is: can we consider a stu- 
dent whose average score in the final exam is for 
example 65 per cent the same as a student whose 
average score is SO per cent? Again how can quality 
control be carefully applied when students of low 
averages are obliged either to enrol at private univer- 
sities or at colleges or to study abroad? 

Whether Dr. Hourani agrees with me or not there 
are some who believe that the kind of education 
offered at private universities is lower in quality than 
that offered at government universities. In terms of 
employability many people have found that govern- 
ment university graduates are more in demand than 
private university graduates. 

As far as tuition fees are concerned. Dr . Hourani 
assumes that these fees are affordable and reasonable 
compared to other university fees in some Arab 
countries. This obviously means that only wealthy 
parents and families can afford these substantial 
amounts. In other words, there is no room for the 
poor at these universities, even if they obtain high 
average scores in their final exam. 

The crucial issue is the ability to maintain an equi- 
librium between offering good quality higher educa- 
tion and curbing the motivations for high and unjus- 
tified profits. 

I firmly believe that education in general should not 
be subject to material values and standards of profits 


feature 


and losses. 


Mazen Al Taminu 
Amman 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from us readers on any issue thev wish to tackle. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Ben Al Hussein visited the 
Copenhagen Municipality 
premises, where they were 
received by Queen' Mar- 
garethe, her husband 
Prince Henrik and Danish 
royal family members, in 
addition to senior Danish 
officials and the Copen- 
hagen mayor, who hosted 
a luncheon in honour of 
King Hussein and Queen 
Noor. 

King Hussein also 
opened a Jordanian-Dan- 
isb conference on eco- 
nomic relations between 
Jordan and Denmark, 
organised by the Jordan- 
ian Businessmen Associa- 
tion (JBA) and the Danish 
Industries Union (IDU). 
in cooperation with Den- 
mark’s honorary consul. 
Tawfiq Kawar. The King 
attended the signing cere- 
mony of an agreement 
between JBA, IDU and 
the Danish Chamber of 
Commerce. 

On Monday, in an 
address at a dinner ban- 
quet hosted by die Danish 
queen. King . Hussein 
praised the strong and 
friendly relations between 
Jordan" and Denmark, and 
stressed the importance of 
the efforts being made to 
establish peace in the 
Middle Hast region. 

The King voiced hope 
that efforts to establish 
Mideast peace- will not 
fail, adding that Jordan is 
determined to continue 
the struggle for “peace to 
come to our region.” 


,tf We once again send 
this message to the world, 
the message of the follow- 
ers of the three great 
monotheistic religions, 
the descendants of the 
children of Abraham.” 

King Hussein said that 
peace between Jordan and 
Israel is only one of many 
tracks which are yet to 
come together. 

“Jordan and Israel are at 
peace now. and I am 
determined, as is my gov- 
ernment and the people of 
Jordan, not to have it 
become a peace between 
governments, but a peace 
between people, and we 
shall strive to ensure that 
people get to know each 
other and tear down the 
walls that have separated 
them for too long." 

“We are essentially the 
same people, with the 
same hopes, the same 
fears and the same aspira- 
tions,” the King said. 

“We hope that we will 
contribute to peace 
throughout the entire 
region, so that Israelis and 
Palestinians can live in 
peace, and the Palestini- 
ans can enjoy their legiti- 
mate rights on their legiti- 
mate soil,” the King 
added, voicing hope that 
the Syrian and Lebanese 
dimensions of the peace 
process be addressed once 
and for all. 


Musa predicts 
failure in London 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Netanyahu returned 
to Jerusalem from Cairo, 
underlining his tierce 
rejection of. U.S. pressure 
to accept the- proposal, 
which he says demands 
Israel hand over too much 
land to Arafat’s Palestinian 
National Authority. 

Mr. Musa slammed Mr. 
Netanyahu’s hardline 
stance. “Peace cannot 
come at any price. Peace 
has a meaning, and it is not 
that which Netanyahu calls 
for." he said. 

He said there must be an 
Israeli troop withdrawal 
“to the lines of June 1967," 
refening to Israel's borders 
before its 1967 occupation 
of the West Bank. 

Speaking later to the 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council. Mr. Musa called 
for Israel to end its occupa- 


tion of the Palestinian terri- 
tories. and Syria’s Golan 
Heights to bring “a new era 
of historical reconciliation 
between the Arabs and 
Israel” 

He also called on Israeli 
pro-peace groups to "take a 
historic stance against any 
policy which opposes 
peace and puts it out of our 
reach.” 

“A stand by the forces of 
peace in the region, both 
Arab and Israeli, will open 
a new page in Arab-Israeli 
relations and bring hope 
for a better future in the 
region,” be said. 

Mr. Musa, on his first 
official visit to Palestinian- 
controlled territories, also 
signed a series of 14 agree- 
ments for cooperation 
between Egypt and PNA in 
education, trade and indus- 
try. 


Security Council rolls 
over Iraq sanctions 


. ti ' uC'- (Continued from page 1) 


Guofang accused Mr. But- 
ler’s inspectors of behav- 
ing like “an army of occu- 
pation," Western diplo- 
mats said. 

Mr. Butler rejected the 
charge as “unacceptable.” 
“How can 100 people 
occupy a 'country of 22 
million people?” he 
asked. 

Mr. Shen hit back that 
he actually had meant to 
say that the UNSCOM 
inspectors were behaving 
in an “arrogant and inso- 
lent manner” 

The council’s session 
was interrupted when the 
15 council members 
marched down to a U.N. 
basement hall for a 90- 
minute meeting with two 
Iraqi ministers who have 
been lobbying for the 
sanctions lifting in New 
York since last week. 

“We believe that they 
cannot get the lifting of 
sanctions by propaganda 
and making false state- 
ments,” Mr. Richardson 
said after the informal 
council meeting with For- 
rign Minister Mohammed 
Said Al Sahhaf and Oil 
Minister Mohammed 
Amer Al Rashid. 

Mr. Richardson, who 


holds cabinet rank in the 
administration of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton, did 
not shake hands with the 
Iraqi delegation, and 
remained silent through- 
out the meeting, accord- 
ing to those present. 

Mr. Al Sahhaf reiterated 
the Iraqi position and 
warned the council to take 
seriously the recent warn- 
ings from the Iraqi gov- 
ernment that relations 
with UNSCOM could be 
harmed unless the sanc- 
tions were lifted immedi- 
ately. 

Mr. Weston, meanwhile 
accused Iraq of attempt- 
ing to obtain an end to the 
crippling oil embargo 
while continuing covert 
weapons programmes. 

"I don’t want this organ- 
isation, whose interna- 
tional standing at the 
moment l wish were high- 
er than it is, to be duped 
by this policy of the big 
lie, which recalls only one 
thing — other ' dictators 
earlier this century,” said 
Weston. 

“We’re not going to be 
had by that, and we’re 
going to sit there as long 
as it takes, and get it 
right," Mr. Weston said. 


Behind the lines in Cyprus 


By Clare Longrigg 


ON A WARM April evening in the Cyprus 
resort Df Ayia Napa, a few regulars were 
drinking in the Old Ship Inn, as close to a 
British pub in decor, atmosphere and smell 
as you could wish to find overseas. Among 
the dark red eurtains and brown furniture. 
Manchester United scarves and barrels of 
heavy, Jeremy Caprio, a 35-year-old British 
holidaymaker, was drinking at the bar. The 
owner. Michael Marcou. a- middle-aged 
Cypriot with grizzled hair and glasses, was 
chatting to him. 

“Jerry was a regular here,” Marcou says. 
“I’ve known him for many years. He has so 
many Cypriot friends, and follows Cypriot 
football. We don't know what happened. He 
was a bit drunk when he left here, and he 
said he was going on a pub crawl. I heard 
the bad news the day after." The bad news 
was thar Caprio had got in a fight with a 
group of British soldiers coming out of a 
disco later that night. By one account, 
Caprio and his sister Lisa had been drinking 
with a bunch of soldiers, and when one of 
the soldiers started groping her things had 
turned ugly. All of them were very drunk. 
Outside the disco, Caprio had been set 
upon. While Lisa and her cousin screamed 
and tried to pull the soldiers off, he was 
beaten to the ground and kicked in the face. 
Cypriot doctors who treated him in hospital 
feared he would lose the sight in one eye. 

Five soldiers, members of the First Royal 
Tank Regiment serving with the U.N. 
peacekeeping forces on the island, were 
arrested at the scene by Cypriot police; four 
of them were subsequently released. The 
U.N. immediately declaredly ia Napa off- 
limits to troops. British forces, painfully 
aware of the media glare that lights on them 
abroad, particularly in Cyprus, followed 
suit 

Last week the pubs and restaurants of 
Ayia Napa, jumbled shoulder to shoulder 
throughout the narrow lanes of the resort, 
were doing a fine business. Bass boomed 
out of the open-fronted bars on the square, 
where small groups of tourists whose holi- 
day brochures talked of a ‘fishing village' 
looked overwhelmed at the choice of flash- 
ing lights and bars half a kilometre long. 
Young Cypriots and Scandinavians pressed 
flyers on passing tourists: ‘Two shots free 
with every cocktail’. But the cavernous 
pubs normally filled by groups of British 
soldiers, the Volcano, the Alexander, the 
Minos, remained empty all night 
Only one bar, the Jasmin Jnn. whipped up 
anything like an atmosphere as the DJ 
romped about, karaoke mic in hand, music 
blaring over the floor, awash with lager at 
10 p.m. Gids in small shiny dresses jiggled 
at their table and sang along. The army 
ban was due to be lifted at the end of the 
Easter week celebrations, when another 
incident occuired which could have major 
implications for British-Cyprior relations. 
Late on Saturday night an off-duty police- 
man was driving home through the resort 
of Protaras, near Ayia Napa* when he saw a 
man weaving around in the road on a bicy- 


cle. He later told a friend that he had 
stopped to see if the man was all right The 
man was clearly drunk, and said in English 
that he was going to Ay Nick t Ayios Niko- 
laos. the British army base). He moved 
towards the back door of the car, and the 
policeman stopped him, saving: “I’m not a 
taxi driver." The man turned on him. 
punched him through the window, dragged 
him from the car and beat him up. The car 
was later found ablaze outside the army- 
base perimeter fence. 

He was hospitalised for four days with 
suspected concussion and a deep cur on his 
forehead. Police view the incident extreme- 
ly seriously, though the chief constable said 
he was “not entirely confident" that the mil- 
itary authorities would deliver the guilty 
man. “There have been cover-ups in the 
past," he said darkly. 

.Army spokesman Mervyn Wynne Jones 
said an identity parade at Dhekelia base had 
produced no positive result- and declared: 
“There is no indication whatsoever that it is 
a British soldier.” Whether the attacker was 
a soldier or not, the incident has grave 
implications for the army in CyprusT and 
could intensify feelings of ill-will. By one 
account, the villagers are very angry. If a 
British soldier has attacked a Cypriot, 
rather than a tourist, and a policeman at 
that, it could result in a spate of revenge 
attacks. If no soldier is found. Cypriot 
police may accuse the army of a cover-up. 

Relations between Britain and Cyprus go 
back a long way. and there is a deep 
ambivalence in their attitudes to each other. 
In the 1 950s, the war for independence saw- 
vicious arracks on both sides and horrific 
public executions. The concession of two 
British sovereign bases on the island when 
Cyprus was granted independence in 1960 
remains a source of resentment to some, 
and of lucrative employment to others. But 
the British failure to mobilise in Cyprus' 
defence when Turkey invaded in 1974 
remains sharp in many minds. 

The Turkish invasion is a continuing 
agony for Greek Cypriots in the Ayia Napa 
area:' from here, displaced families can still 
see their lands and their homes, usurped or 
gone to ruin, just a few hundred metres 
away across the Green Line. “You were the 
guarantors of the independence of Cyprus 
and you didn't do anything: you sat in the 
bases and did nothing," one restaurant 
owner said, leaving me in no doubt that the 
British bear collective responsibility for 
what happened. His family had been divid- 
ed at the time of the invasion and some 
members have been missing ever since. 

In many ways, relations are surprisingly 
good. Many Cypriots have relatives living 
in England, most seem to have worked here 
for a few years, most speak English. “There 
is no resentment towards the British," says 
Elias Asprou, owner of a restaurant in Ayia 
Napa and head of the local restaurateur's 
association. “We get a lot of British tourists 
here and they are very welcome. English 
people have told me many times they are 
ashamed of what these people are doing.” 
Like other restaurant owners. Asprou finds 


the soldiers’ drunken behaviour deeply 
offensive — and he is aware that the 
offence is deliberate. “They called one of 
my waiters ’Woggy\ My English is better 
than most people’s, I know what it means 
to call someone Wog. They say things like: 
‘Serves you right what the Turks did to 
you. They should have chased you into the 
sea ... ‘People are very' sensitive about the 
situation, they’ve got to be careful. If some- 
one said that to me and I had lost a sister in 
the war. I would kill him." The behaviour of 
some extremely drunk soldiers is viewed as 
the exception, but its impact is colouring 
local feeling. 

“They cry to show off. to be tough and 
macho, they are aggressive and hostile. 
Soldiers hav e stolen many vehicles just to 
get back to the bases. They don't come out 
to have fun, they come out to give people a 
bad time." Taxi drivers in the square 
queued up to tell me tales of soldiers* 
drunken behaviour — although all agreed 
the troublemakers were a minority. “You 
drive them all the way to Dhekelia or Ay 
Nick, half an hour, and they say. ‘Can you 
leave us round the back?’ then they ran 
away. If there are three or four of them and 
you are alone in the middle of nowhere, 
what can you do?’ “They insult us - you 
f...ing this you f...ing that, they are sick in 
the cab. they take knives and slash the car 
seats, they insult us." One had his taxi 
rammed by a drunk soldier in a srolen jeep. 
.Another watched as soldiers overturned a 
hired car. .Another had seen a soldier jump, 
or fail, through a large glass shop window. 
One had been caught driving through the 
square when a fight broke out between sol- 
diers from different regiments. "They were 
smashing glasses, throwing tables. They 
broke everything in the square. The Liber- 
ty pub was a total loss." And do the taxi dri- 
vers ever retaliate? There are smiles all 
round. “The Cypriots love a fight,” says 
Janies Woodley from Wembley, who works 
in the only British-run pub, the Buzz. “The 
taxi drivers are the worst. They're really 
quick to mob up.” “The soldiers fight 
tourists, they don’t fight Cypriots, they 
wouldn’t dare,” said a young Cypriot out- 
side a disco bar. breaking off to herd a large 
group of British lads into the neon-lit cav- 
ern. “If they start trouble we are there in 
hundreds, the word spreads so quickly.’ 
This is confirmed by army records, with 29 
reported incidents of assault on personnel 
between May and December last year. 

But the drivers make a huge amount of 
money from ferrying soldiers to and from 
the bases - as do pubs and restaurants. The 
British army brings a huge amount of 
money to the island, between salaries and 
spending by off-duty soldiers. The months 
of curfew that followed the murder of Dan- 
ish tourist Louise Jensen by British soldiers 
was felt keenly by local businesses. Only a 
minority of Cypriots welcome the current 
ban. 'They are not good for business — 
they are very. very good." says Kyriaeos 
Hadjiliasis, who owns the Blue Paradise bar 
in the town centre. “They spend maybe £50 
in an evening here. We wouldn’t want them 


sent away.” Drinkers in Ayia Napa are trib- 
al: there are Scandinavian pubs, English 
pubs and army pubs. Owners do all they 
can to brand the bars, and show the punter’s 
where they belong — the Rose and Crown, 
the Bulldog Inn and the Queen's Head all 
compete for British business. But what peo- 
ple do in Ayia Napa is drink. 

"There’s a total drink culture here." says 
James at the Buzz. “They do know how to 
drink, the soldiers. They order B-52s by the 
pint ." < A B-52 is a stick}' mess of Tia Maria, 
Cointreau and Baileys, usually served in a 
shot glass.) “There’s trouble here every 
night. Because it's such a drink place, 
there's a push and a shove and a broken 
nose every night at the height of the season. 
Every night you see people throwing glass- 
es at each other." Steve Sharp, owner of the 
Buzz, used to serve with the British army in 
Cyprus. When he was transferred to Ger- 
many, he bought his way out and returned. 
He has seen Ayia Napa grow from fishing 
village into the flashing, flickering, beer- 
sticky resort it is now. “Soldiers have been 
a major pan of Ayia Napa’s growth. Sol- 
diers have invested a lot here. They come 
here every night. And people who have 
served here come back with their wives and 
kids on holiday." Steve confirms that life on 
the island can be dull for the 3.000 soldiers, 
who spend their days guarding the bases 
and need to let off steam when they get the 
chance. “Dhekelia doesn't have anything 
for soldiers to do when they're off duty. 
They work long hours in the heat, they need 
to relax. The soldiers do three days on the 
line, it’s hard work, hot, and they don't 
know why they’re there. Nobody thanks 
them... ” Sieve’s hair is cut short and dyed 
blue. He wears two earrings, black varnish 
on his fingernails and blue on his toes (he 
removes his trainer to show me). Michael 
Marcou from the Old Ship across the road 
is his Cypriot partner, and the two interact 
like father and son, arguing about the 
placement of tables and patting each other 
on the arm. Steve knows his public. He has 
built walls round the bar strong enough for 
people to dance on. He has got soldiers 
giving out flyers on the beaches. And he 
employs five people to mix with the 
drinkers and make sure there's no trouble. 
Ten years ago, Michael had his car stolen 
by British sq"uaddies who used it to get back 
to the base and had a crash on the way. “It 
was a total loss. It was a BMW” he says, 
and laughs. The army paid him part of the 
car’s value. He does not seem bitter. “I put 
five cents on the price of beer for them,” he 
laughs again. Army tax. 

He doesn't seem bitter. In fact, Michael’s 
attitude sums up the ambivalence of Cypri- 
ots towards the British soldiers in general. 
“Maybe I have good reason to be angry but 
I like to see the whole picture. At the begin- 
ning we had good reason to fight them if 
they told us to f... off. Now we encourage 
them to drink. We say, ‘Why are you not 
drinking?’ If they don’t drink we don't like 
it." 

— The Guardian 


Mubarak urges Netanyahu 
to try save Mideast peace 


(Continued from page 1) 

President Yasser Arafat in 
London next Monday. 

Mr. Siegman, who heads 
a foreign relations council 
project to encourage 
peace, said he felt the U.S. 
emissaries shuttling 
between Israeli and Pales- 
tinian officials are pushing 
an American proposal to 
restart peace talks “more 
forcefully than ever 
before.” Mr. lndyk. an 
assistant U.S. secretary of 
state, and U.S. special 
Mideast envoy Dennis 
Ross are both in the region 
to encourage the reopen- 
ing of peace talks (See 
separate story). 


After his nearly 90- 
minute talks with Mr. 
Mubarak, Mr. lndyk 
declined to say if the U.S. 
effort was making gains. 

But he said that the Unit- 
ed States "is concerned 
about die consequences if 
we do not now achieve 
that breakthrough to put 
the process back on track.” 
He said that Mr. Mubarak 
shares with American offi- 
cials “the feeling that time 
has come for implementa- 
tion and to move ahead so 
we can resume the negoti- 
ations on all the other 
(Mideast peace) tracks as 
well.” meaning Israel’s 
talks with Syria and 
Lebanon. 


Kuwait to free 25 Jordanian 
detainees — report 


(Continued from page 1) 

Newspapers reported earlier 
this month thar some inmates at 
Talha had slashed their wrists in 
protest against alleged abuse 
and illegal detention. 

It was not clear if two Jorda- 
nians among those who cried to 
commit suicide were included 
in the group of prisoners to be 
freed. 

Officials could not say 
whether the 25 Jordanians to be 
released from Talha were the 
same persons scheduled to 
receive a visit by their relatives 
□ext month. 

Earlier this week. Kuwaiti 
officials announced that a group 
of 41 Jordanians and Palestini- 
ans would be allowed to visit 25 
relatives imprisoned in Kuwait. 

On Feb. 25. 1997. a group of 


COPEX boasts participation of 
over 80 international companies 


(Continued from page 1) 

military industry exhib- 
ited some of its products, 
and the Oman-based 
Engine Engineering 
Company, showed high 
grade machine gun 
mountings ranging from 
light and medium to 
heavy. 

The U.S. firm Smith 
and Wesson exhibited 
different types of pistols 
that could be used by 
military and police per- 
sonnel. 

Other weapons and 
equipment used by anti- 
riot forces were also pre- 
sented. 

Yesterday, commemo- 
rating the 35th anniver- 
sary of the Jordanian 
Special Forces, troops 
demonstrated a free fall 
jump and target shooting 
with live ammunition. 


Colonel Meteb 

Daboubi. the spokesman 
of the organising com- 
mittee, told reporters 
that most of the military 
equipment on show are 
used by the special and 
rapid deployment forces. 

Col. Daboubi denied 
news reports that Israel 
was not invited to attend 
the exhibition because 
several Arab states 
would object to its pres- 
ence at the fair. 

"Invitations were 
extended to the Israeli 
government and [Israeli] 
firms” Col. Daboubi 
said. "They declined to 
take part in this exhibi- 
tion. But if there was any 
interest in this exhibi- 
tion. it was from Israeli 
businessmen.” 

"There were no reser- 
vations from Arab states 
to Israel's participation 


in the exhibition. It was 
purely an Israeli deci- 
sion not to take part.” the 
military official said. 

He also said that a high 
ranking Syrian delega- 
tion attended the exhibi- 
tion, but he declined to 
name the Syrian partici- 
pants. 

Col. Daboubi added 
that a large proportion of 
the weapons that are 
exhibited are made in the 
Middle East, particularly 
in Egypt and Jordan. 

The military official 
did not rule out military 
contracts between partic- 
ipants to be concluded 
during the exhibition, 
but said that it was “too 
early to judge the size of 
such contracts.’’ 


10 Jordanian prisoners were 
pardoned by the Kuwaiti 
authorities. Only six of ihem, 
however, were able to return 
home 10 days iaier. The rest 
could not afford to pay overdue 
residency fees. 

According to unofficial fig- 
ures. some 60 Jordanians were 
sentenced by Kuwaiti security 
courts for “coUabaaring” with 
Baghdad during its seven- 
month occupation of the Gulf 
siaie. Relations between Jordan 
and Kuwait soured during the 
1990-1991 Gulf war. The emi- 
rate downgraded its diplomatic 
representation here to the level 
of charge d’affaires because of 
Joidan's perceived support of 
Baghdad during the conflict. 
Kuwait refused to let Jordan 
reopen its Kuwait City embassy 
after Iraq was driven out in 
1991. 

Bilateral ties, however, have 
improved in the past year-and- 
a-half. with the foreign min- 
istries of the two countries 
announcing plans to restore full 
diplomatic: relations last Iune 
and Kuwaiti Airways resuming 
flights to Jordan last July after a 
seven-year suspension. 


More than 500 
mustard-gas shells 
U.N. accounted 
for: Butler 


UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP) — The top 
(J.N. weapons inspec- 
tor has informed the 
U.N. Security Coun- 
cil that Iraq has failed 
to account for more 
than 500 mustard-gas 
filled shells, U.N. 
officials said Tuesday. 

U.N. Special Com- 
mission chairman 
Richard Butler briefed 
the council on the 
U.N. accounted-for 
shells on Monday. 

He declined to’ pro- 
vide figures to 
reporters at a news 
conference here on 
Tuesday but said that 
a previous analysis of 
four lSS-milfimetre 
rounds had shown that 
the mustard was still 


of a 97 per cent purity 
despite the weapons’ 
age. 

A U.N. official who 
declined to be identi- 
fied told AFP that “if 
they are still hidden in 
Iraq, they may still be 
militarily dangerous ” 

Butler told the coun- 
cil in a closed-door 
session on Monday 
that between 500 and 
700 155 -mm mustard- 
gas filled shells 
remain unaccounted 
for. Iraq had also 
failed to account for 
about 250 mustard- 
filled bombs, he said, 
according to diplo- 
mats. 


While Ross reports no progress, U.S. 
tells PNA it will not change its proposal 


(Continued from page 3) 

decisions about. We are 
talking about security,” Mr. 
Naveh told Israel Radio. 

Israeli officials have said 
that Israel was considering 
a pullback from 1 1 per cent 
of the land, but would not 
3gree to hand over 13 per 
cent. 

Tayar. the settler spokes- 
woman, said even 9 per 
cent was too much. Under 
such a withdrawal, Israel 


would hand over land link- 
ing the West Bank towns of 
Jenin and Nablus that are 
now under Palestinian con- 
trol, and also withdraw 
from areas southwest of the 
town of Hebron, the 
Haaretz daily said. 

"We feel extreme frustra- 
tion with our supposed 
allies — the Americans.” 
Mr. Tayar said. “Israel is 
being pressured into endan- 
gering its security, while 
pressure on the Palestinians 


to stop terror has been for- 
gotten along the way" 
Meanwhile, Israel 

announced it would seal the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
from Tuesday evening to 
Saturday evening as Israelis 
mark their memorial day 
for fallen soldiers, followed 
by Israel's 50th indepen- 
dence day.. Under the clo- 
sure, more than 2.4 million 
Palestinians are barred 
from entering Israel. 
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National conference to examine 
Jordan unemployment in August 


Weak yen, Asian crisis 
balloon U.S. trade gap 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The govern- 
ment plans to hold a nation- 
al conference in August to 
look into the issue of unem- 
ployment plaguing Jordan 
and try-to-find -sokrtions to 
the problem that is hard-hit- 
ting the country’s young, an 
official said Tuesday. 

“The conference aims at 
looking into ways to find a 
solid ground on which solu- 
tions for the unemployment 
problem could be found,” 
the official said. 


Experts from local uni- 
versities, professional 
unions, international organ- 
isations and the public and 
private sectors, will take 
part in the upcoming con- 
ference, he added 

The government says 
unemployment stands at 15 
per cent However, inde- 
pendent economists and a 
research centre estimate 
joblessness at between 22 
to 27 per cent. 

“A preparatory committee 
bas been set up to organise 
the general mechanism of 
the conference,” added the 


official. 

Last week, the Ministry 
of Labour warned it will 
take legal action against 
employers hiring foreign 
workers without a proper 
licenCe. 

The ministry said it gave 
only 13,200 working per- 
mits in 1997 to guest work- 
ers who number around 
200,000. However, many 
employers have failed to 
renew the working permits 
of their employees in viola- 
tion of the Labour Law. 

The 1996 law, endorsed 
by Parliament, stipulates 


that guest workers must 
obtain a valid working per- 
mit to be legally hired in the 
Kingdom. Employers must 
give priority to Jordanians 
and can only employ non- 
Jordanians if a local 
replacement is not found. 

A study by the Centre for 
Strategic Studies (CSS) at 
the University of Jordan in 
November showed that 
unemployment among Jor- 
danians stood at between 
22 and 27 and was more 
rampant among those 
between the aee of 15 and 
24. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. trade balance 
showed its biggest deficit 
in six years in February, 
widening under the twin 
pressure of the Asian 
financial crisis and a weak- 
ening yen. economists 
said.' 

The goods and services 
deficit ballooned 4.2 per 
cent in February to S12.1 
billion from a revised 
SI 1.6 billion in January, 
the Commerce Department 
has announced. 

Imports were down 0.2 
per cent to S89.I billion 
while exports fell 0.S per 


cent to $77 billion. 

The deficit with Japan 
widened to $5.3 billion, 
the largest since October 
1997, up from $4.3 billion 
one year ago. 

The figures demonstrate 
the effects of the weaken- 
ing yen which provides a 
boost to Japanese exports, 
analysts said. The yen is at 
. its lowest level against the 
dollar since 1992. 

The February deficit was 
the highest since January 
1992 and marginally high- 
er than Wall Street expec- 
tations of $ 12 billion. 


Industrial states pledge open markets, but stumble on investment 


PARIS (AFP) — Industrial, 
countries reaffirmed their 
commitment to open mar- 
kets here Tuesday, but were 
having such trouble with a 
planned accord on invest- 
ment liberalisation they 
gave themselves a six- 
month breathing space 
before resuming talks. 

Ministers “attached the 
utmost importance to main- 
taining open markets and 
sustaining the momentum 
of liberalisation," the 29- 
member Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 


Development (OECD) said 
in a communique after their 
two-day annual ministerial 
meeting here. 

But at the same time they 
agreed on a six-month peri- 
od of “assessment and fur- 
ther consultation" for their 
planned Multilateral Agree- 
ment on Investment (MAI), 
after three years of talks 
failed to produce an agree- 
ment by this week's dead- 
line, already postponed 
from a year ago. 

Portuguese Foreign Min- 
ister Jaime Gama, who co- 


Radisson SAS Hotel Amman is currently recruiting a 
Front Office Manager to manage and coordinate 
Front Office operations to provide efficient, prompt, 
courteous, trouble free and proactive service to 
guests; hence maximize rooms revenue and guest 

satisfaction. 


RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 

• Achieve guest satisfaction and rooms revenue 
goals by supervising the Eront Office operation. 

• Ensure that Front Office operation procedures 

are implemented to provide highest standards of 
service. 

•' Keep effective key control and participate in 
matters related to customers security. v . 

• Control staff as well as analyse departmental 
revenue and costs. 


THE POSITION REQUIRES THE FOLLOWING: 

• Minimum 5 years experience in 4 or 5 star 
hotels in similar position. 

• Fluent in both Arabic and English, additional 
language{s) would be an advantage. 

■ Service oriented and a team worker. 

• Self-motivated, good leadership skills and able 
to work under pressure. 


chaired the meeting, insist- 
ed that there was “no sus- 
pension or delay or pause" 
in the negotiations, despite 
ministers’ decision not to 
hold any further formal 
negotiating sessions until 
October. 

But French Minister for 
European Affairs Pierre 
Moscovici said that France 
had won a six-month “sus- 
pension" of the talks. 

Canadian officials wel- 
comed the fact that minis- 
ters agreed to continue the 
talks, because a minority of 
countries had wanted an 
outright suspension to 
decide whether to go on 
with it at all. 

Ministers also welcomed 
an OECD report detailing 
evidence that open markets 
and a global economy cre- 
ate jobs and boost living 
standards, w’hich in many 
ways addressed public con- 
cerns in OECD countries 
that the MAI in particular 
would kill jobs by enabling 
developing countries to cut 
environmental and labour 
standards to attract foreign 
investment. 

The ministerial meeting 
also welcomed reforms 
- undertaken- by .crisis-hit 
Asian countries to get their 
* economies back on track, 
and stressed the importance 
of a quick return to finan- 
cial stability and economic 


growth by pursuing such 
measures. 

In the first pan of the 
communique, issued at the 
end of Monday's talks, they 
welcomed what they said 
was a “substantial” Japan- 
ese reform package aimed 
at kickstarting its ailing 
economy. 

But they also "noted" the 
Japanese government’s 

intention to implement it 
quickly, and said that fur- 
ther progress in strengthen- 
ing the financial system and 
structural reform of the 
economy would help estab- 
lish a "sound basis” for 
domestic demand-led 
growth. 

Ministers asked the 
OECD to draw up a set of 
basic standards for corpo- 
rate governance, and urged 
it to continue with internal 
reforms aimed at streamlin- 
ing the organisation. 

They also agreed that Slo- 
vakia’s accession to the 
OECD should be agreed 
“as soon as this country is 
ready and able to share the 
common values and assume 
all the responsibilities" of 
OECD members. 

On the MAI, ministers 
said that:, “taking' into 
account the positive results 
produced by the negotiat- 
ing group, as well as the 
remaining difficulties and 
the concerns that have been 


expressed, ministers have 
decided on a period of 
assessment and further con- 
sultation between the nego- 
tiating parties and with 
interested parts of their 
societies." 

This is designed to meet 
rising public opposition to 
the agreement in several 
countries in recent months 
over fears it will allow 
countries to lower environ- 
ment and labour standards 
to attract investment, mov- 
ing jobs abroad. 

The ministers directed 
negotiators “to continue 
their work with the aim of 
reaching a successful and 
timely conclusion to the 
MAI." but set no new dead- 
line for concluding the 
talks, which have already 
dragged on for three years. 

The talks, launched in 
1995. were originally due 
to be completed in time for 
last year’s ministerial meet- 
ing. but ministers then gave 
themselves an extra year. 

There is also the question 
of whether the talks should 


continue in the OECD or be 
transferred to the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). 

Tuesday's statement 
expressed “support" for 
current discussions within 
the WTO on whether to 
take up the investment 
issue, but did not say 
whether the talks will be 
transferred there. 

The OECD governments 
have real problems with the 
agreement, notably insis- 
tence by countries such as 
France "that their arts sec- 
tors be exempt from open- 
ing up to unlimi ted foreign 
investment 

There is also a problem 
with U.S. laws allowing 
Washington to impose 
sanctions on foreign com- 
panies trading with Cuba or 
Iran. 

This assumption of juris- 
diction over non-U.S. com- 
panies poses major prob- 
lems for the MAI which is 
supposed to protect foreign 
investors from such 
extraterritorial action by a 
third country. 


Castro predicts 
capitalism’s dowfall 
within 100 years 


Interested applicants are requested to mail their c.v.'s and 
copies of experience certificates to the General Manager. 
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HAVANA (AFP) — The 
Americas’ lone communist 
head of state, Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro, has fore- 
cast an end to capitalism 
within 100 years. 

“Capitalism cannot last 
100 years." President Cas- 
tro predicted in a wide- 
ranging 4-I/2-hour speech. 

“Maybe it won’t even 
last another 50 years, 
because these days every- 
thing is moving at a faster 
pace." he said. 

Presiem Castro, who has 


introduced limited market- 
based reforms to try to 
help boost food production 
and built up international 
tourism to woo hard cur- 
rency to fund his govern- 
ment. said most of the 
world’s woes could be 
blamed on hard-line capi- 
talism, now in a phase of 
globalisation. 

He said capitalism took a 
toll nor only on the eco- 
nomic but also the cultural 
front. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wilfiams 
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1 Social climber 
5 Georgia City 
10 Trolley 

14 _ Hoop 

15 Open-mouthed 
1 16 Pitcher 

17 Abu Dhabi 


IB Subscribe 
again 

19 Country read 

20 1967 Beatty 
film 

23 family member 

24 Tokyo, once 

25 Natl. TV 
network 

28 Scamps 

32 Bikini part 

35 Characteristic 

37 Tie with a rope 

38 out (eject) 

39 With 52A. 1969 
Redford film 

42 Pot starter 

43 Sexologist 

Share 

44 "Harlem 
Nights* co-star 

Della 

45 Trifla (with) 

46 A Redgrave 

48 Study 

49 Greek letter 

50 Practice 
monkey see 
monkey do 

52 See39A 

60 Sister and wits 


By Edgar Fontaine 


Dighton, HA 


6 Noted film critic 
James 

7 Site of Christs 

first miracle 

6 Candid 

9 Capital of 

India 

10 Musical 
instrument 

11 Not home 


61 Wiser 

62 Pan of the eye 

64 Seed cover 

65 Fred's dancing 
sister 

66 PBS series 

67 Abound (with) 
68. 'As the _ 

Turns" 

69 Pesky insect 


DOWN 

1 That girl 

2 Emotionally 
unresponsive 

3 Hodgepodge 

4 Livestock 
shelters 

5 Boat basin 


13 Elder or aider 

21 Bridge 
position 

22 Today’s LPs 

25 Standing by the 
plate 

26 Kirby of "City 
Slickers' 

27 Spiteful 

29 Murdered 

30 Social class 

31 Donkeys 

32 Called 
sheepishly 

33 Wash cycle 

34 Pflgrim John 
36 Cooldown 
38 Walkover in a 

tournament 
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40 Lumberjack's 
tool 

41 Hang in folds 

46 Sch. in 
Petersburg 

47 Holy 

49 Holy tymn 

51 by (just 

managing} 

52 " _ Girl" 


53 Alternative to 
present t 

54 A great lake 

55 Groove cut into 
aboard 

56 Last of a teen? 

57 Foster film 

58 Fe 

59 Opera star 
63 Posed 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 1998 


I Bv Undo C. Black. Tribune Media Services. Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Trust your experience 
over whatever is being said, especially by salespeople 
or politicians. Also, be wary of following a friend’s lead 
this evening. All the information isn't in yet. Be careful, 
or you might find you’ve gone quite a long way in the 
wrong direction. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) One of your friends 
seems to be going through an upsetting situation. You 
might be called on to provide financial assistance or a 
place to stay this weekend. The change appears to be for. 
the better, rather than for the worse, although that may 
be difficult to see right now. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 2 1 ) The first thing you have ' 
to deal with this morning is an older person's confusion. 
He or she means well, but sometimes causes problems. 
Be on the lookout so you can stay out of the way. Gath- 
er with friends around the middle of the day to plan 
your next course of action. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You’ll hear a lot of 
interesting things via the grapeving. but don't believe 
them all. Somebody who’s spreading rumours has a 
personal agenda. Check the facts before you repeat any- 
thing, especially if the rumours have to do with a co- . 
worker or someone else you like very much. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) There's one hassle after 
the other all day long. Luckily, most of them don’t 
affect you directly. Your assignment is to provide stabil- 
ity in an otherwise unstable world. You create stability 
just by saying so. That’s why people come to you when 
they need it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Try to avoid an 
argument with your mate first thing this morning. You- 
could fight over something that ordinarily would not 
cause any concern at all. You’re nervous and un table 
and worried about lots of things. But you can overpow- 
er all that 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You have the 
potential to get into trouble today. There are lots more 
interesting things to talk about than the work you 
should be doing. The hard part will be keeping your 
mouth shut and your opinions to yourself. Just watch 
what you say and who you say it to until after dinner. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Choose your 
words carefully. You can listen without inhibition, how- 
ever, especially around the middle of the day. Some- 
thing you overhear at lunch could help you put the puz- ; 
zle pieces together. Don’t be too obvious about it, but 
do go out searching for clues. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
There are difficulties to overcome, but they're not all 
your problems. Some of them will fall in the laps of 
other people. Do pay attention to where you're going, 
and to the work that needs to be done. Give that work 
your top priority and make sure you keep the overall 
objective in rriihd. 

CAPRICORN: (December-22 to January 20) Continue 
negotiations, even if you run into brick walls while 
you’re at it. It looks something you want and something 
another person wants are diametrically opposed. Actu- 
ally, there’s always a compromise that can be reached. 
The challenge today is to find it 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Your true 
love is in a nasty mood today. Things are not going 
quite the way he or she wants. It's not your fault, but 
you can help. Be extra kind and compassionate. Let the 
other person talk, and make yourself available to listeo. 
You could offer advice, of course, but only by requesL 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There’s a lot going 
on at work, and your home is rather confusing, too. It 
might feel like everybody wants a little bit of your time. 
Your emotional reservoirs are full, but they're getting 
drained rapidly. Make sure you're taking care of your- 
self while this is going on. 
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Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Higher prices for local sales help 
cement company improve profitability 


** THE INCREASE id the prices of 
cement sold in the local market played a 
basic role in improving the gross and net 
profits of the Jordan Cement Factories 
Company (JCFC), board chairman Hamdi 
Tabbaa told the general assembly. He 
revealed that the company’s net pretax 
profit amounted to JD11.9 million last 
year, 10633,000 higher than the 1996 fig- 
ure. “The profits which will be distributed 
this year after the allocations amounted to 
JD10.7 million^ he said. 

The general assembly approved the dis- 
tribution of JD6.6 million in dividends to 
shareholders at a rate of 1 1 per cent and 
also approved raising the borrowing ceil- 
ing to support the company’s future drive. 
The general assembly recommended to 
the board of directors exempting the com- 
pany from the cost of transporting cement 
in die local market and to following up 
the matter with the government. The 
transport cost stands at JD1 .8 per tonne. 

Mr. Tabbaa said the company’s output 
of clinker during 1997 amounted to 3.06 
milli on tonnes, 2.4 per cent higher than 
the 1996 clinker production. But cement 
output was 3.25 million tonnes, 7.4 per 
cent below the 1996 level. The chairman 
attributed the decline in cement produc- 
tion to a drop in demand in the local mar- 
ket as a result of the economic and gener- 
al conditions in the area. He indicated that 
local sales dropped by 13 per cent to 2.25 
million tonnes while exports increased by 
2 J per cent to 976,000 tonnes. 

“Outside demand concentrated on bulk 


cement last year compared to high 
demand in 1996 for bagged cement which 
sells for a higher price.” he pointed out 
noting that, despite the increase in 
exports, the cash yield from sales was 
lower than in 1996 by a difference of 
JD2.5 million. 

Attributing the drop to price differen- 
tial, Mr. Tabbaa explained that higher 
exports did not compensate for the drop in 
local sales because of price competition 
in outside markets. However, be assured 
the shareholders that the JCFC would 
improve its outside sales by exporting to 
Sudan, Eritrea, the Palestinian territories 
and Syria which, under a contract signed 
with the company, will buy 200,000 
tonnes of Jordanian cement soon. 

Me Tabbaa stressed that Jordanian 
cement is widely favoured among con- 
sumers in the countries around the Red 
Sea because it enjoys good specifications 
but despite trying to find new' outside 
markets, he emphasised that “the local 
market remains the principal market in 
selling process.” 

He concluded by pointing out that local 
sales have risen by three per cent during 
the first three months of 1998 compared 
to the same period in 1997 and that 
administrative expenses were lowered by 
4.3 per cent within the framework of cut- 
ting costs. 

The company's fixed assets total 
JD277.9 million and shareholders’ equity 
stood at JD98.2 million at the end of 
1997. (Al Ra’i + A1 Aswaq + AJ Dus tour) 
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Silver (oz^s) 

6.12 

6.16 



USD 

5.6S63 

5.7656 

53672 

6.0234 

Platinum (oata) 

406 

407 



GBP 

73375 

73844 

7.4844 

73323 

AL (3 Months) 

1474 

1477 



JPY 

0.6458 

0.7188 

0.7604 

0.7813 

CU (3 Months) 

1876 




DEM 

33667 

3.7499 

3.8542 

43415 

Zinc <3 Months) 

1122 

1126 



FRF 

3.5313 

13250 

1.7678 

13531 

Lead (3 Months) 

574 

576 



CHF 

13922 

33260 

3.7285 

33609 

N! (3 Months) 

6685 

5585 



UL 

63040 

5.1880 
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Value 


NewYork 

DOW JONES 

896138 

4334 
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S&P500 

109332 

638 


109534 

1088.54 


FT-SE1Q0 

5814.1 

91.7 


5820.5 

57263 


N1KKIE 225 

1539533 . 

-254.62 


156253 

15334.5 


CAC40 

377733 

913 

238 

377733 

3688.99 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

601837 

•6936 

■vr-T* 

I-i’lLsil 

5012.57 


8917.64 

108&54 

S722A 

15650 

3685.83 

5088.13 


Zaksat, Silkinet in Internet 
deal for Mideast, Africa 


Manama iRj — Kuwaii- 

based communications firm 
Zaksat Monday said it signed a 
partnership deal with technolo- 
gy company Silkinet, pan of 
Saudi Arabia-based Kingdom 
Holding Co. w proride region- 
al satellite Internet services. 

“The agreement is expected 
io bring die u odd of the multi- 
media Internet to the Middle 
East and Africa," a Zaksat 
statement said about the deal, 
which was signed in Manama. 

"The agreement will begin 
initially on Zaknet, the satellite 
Internet delivery platform 
owned bv Zaksat and will 


include high-speed Internet, 
satellite multimedia entertain- 
ment and interactive services,” 
it said. 

The statement said the agree- 
ment would ultimately lead to 
the establishment of a new 
firm, which would be open for 
participation from regional 
organisations and investors. 

Saudi Prince AlwaJeed Bin 
Talal, chairman of Kingdom 
Holding Co, said in the state- 
menu ‘This strategic invest- 
ment is in line with our latest 
portfolio additions in media, 
telecommunications and infor- 
mation technology.” 


Arab Potash Company 
and Finland’s Kemira Agro 
agree on $70 million joint firm 


AMMAN (Petra) —The 
Arab Potash Company 

lAPC) and Finland's 

Kemira Agro firm Tuesday 
signed a memorandum of 
n ndgroanriin o for foe estab- 
lishment of a joint compa- 
ny to produce 150,000 
tonnes of potassium nitrate 
fertiliser and 75,000 tonnes 
of dicalcium phosphate ani- 
mal feed. The project will 
employ technology devel- 
oped by the Kemira Agro 


firm and utilise Jordanian 
raw materials. 

A APC statement said 
thai a sum of S70 million 
will be invested in the pro- 
ject which will create 150 
jobs for Jordanian techni- 
cians, engineers and work- 
ers. 

It noted that the project 
will be a 50/50 partnership 
between APC and Kemira 
Agro adding that it will 
involve direct foreign 


investment to the tune of 
SI 5 million in equity and 
loans of S40 million. 

The statement said the 
memorandum was the fruit 
of strenuous efforts sinned 
in 1996 towards establishing 
this industry in Jordan. 

It said the products will be 
marketed worldwide and 
will generate annual sales of 
$60 million when produc- 
tion starts in the year 2000. 


Dubai’s gold trade falters after India liberalises market 


DUBAI (AFP) — 
Dubai's bullion trade has 
started to slip after a 
decision by its main mar- 
ket India to allow banks 
to import gold directly, 
officials said Sunday. 

But they insisted that, 
despite the changes in 
India, Dubai would 
remain the world’s 
largest regional gold 
redistribution centre." 

Gold imports by the 
Gulf commercial hub 
stood at around 153 
tonnes in the first quarter 
of 1998, down from 
nearly 155 tonnes in the 
same period of 1997. 
said Muad Barakat of the 


World Gold Council 
(WGC). 

“1 cannot project pre- 
cise figures for the whole 
of the year but I don’t 
think bullion imports in 
1998 will exceed the 
1997 levels,” he told 
AFP. 

“The reason is that 
Indian banks can now 
import directly from 
Switzerland and other 
gold producing countries 
following measures by 
the government to liber- 
alise" the gold trade 
there,” said Mr. Barakat, 
director of the WGC’s 
planning and financing 
department for the 


Middle East. 

The gold trade in 
Dubai. the second 
biggest and wealthiest 
member of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) 
after Abu Dhabi, hinges 
largely on the Indian 
market, which receives 
nearly 80 per cent of 
Dubai’s total gold 
imports. 

A 45 per cent surge in 
India’s gold consump- 
tion in 1997, coupled 
with lower prices and 
good harvest seasons in 
the subcontinent, nearly- 
doubled Dubai's bullion 
trade to an all-time high 
of 660.3 tonnes last vear. 


It was a massive jump 
from 350.4 tonnes in 
1 996, according to WGC 
figures. 

Growth in the emirate’s 
gold business remained 
high over the past 10 
years as India imported 
more to meet a steady 
rise in domestic demand. 

The bulk of gold 
imports by the world’s 
second most populous 
nation come from Indian 
merchants based in 
Dubai, home to nearly 
200.000 Indians. 

An earlier decision by 
New Delhi to double the 
ceiling on gold imports 
by individuals to 10 kilo- 


FINtANCtAL KIUUCBT 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEtSANI 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 107.47 *CBC: -O.09 


330 


223494 


636440 


GRAND TOTAL 


I CSC: -0.91 


290517 


1312583 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE TRICE LIST TOR TUSEDAY 28/04/1998 


1.050 

1.230 

.910 

1.050 

EXPORT « PIN.BNX.15l 
ISLAMIC INSURANCE CO 

17.0 

P 

0.00 

0.00 

16 

I 

19750 

1000 

13233 

.92 

-92 

- 

• 620 


MACS. EQP. RENT. MAIN. 

29.1 

0.03 

3 

ISOO 

954 



.02- 



CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 


0.00 

1 

250 






JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9 

0.O3 

9 

17500 

7175 




• 700 


NATL. COKKER. CENTERS 

X 

0.03 

8 

6020 

3232 



.02- 

.01- 

.02+ 


.660 

UNION I MV. SO* 


0.00 

7 

24000 





.360 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 


0.00 

10 

157*9 

64S8 




.610 

AL-DAMLIYXH 

3a. 6 

0.00 

4 







CENTURY ZNV. CRCXJP 

9 

0.00 

1 

250 

428 



.09- 

.01+ 



NATL. TEXTILE 

P 

0.00 

I 







NATL . KULT . ENG . NAKICO 


0.00 

11 

18772 





.850 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

9.2 

0.00 

3 




.as 



.550 

RAZZ PHARM. 

E 

0.00 

6 

20000 

13800 





ZEDS. BMC. 


0.00 

3 

3500 

980 






NATL. POULTRY 


0.00 

28 

66350 

35626 



.01+ 

.01- 



EXBAL PRINT CO. 75* 

12.6 

9.13 

3 

1900 

-1102 

.84 

.83 


GRAND TOTAL 

* t Dm 12 months low 
S z Stock dividend during tha put 12 months 
N z Listed during the peat 12 months 
P z P/S ratio is 100 or more 
9 : Negative P/E 

K i Earning in xero or N/A for the most 


202145 


100593 


»t year 



grammes (22 pounds) 
sharply boosted Dubai’s 
gold trade and enabled it 
To overtake Singapore as 
the world’s top regional 
gold redistribution cen- 
tre. 

“Dubai has overtaken 
Singapore as the world's 
biggest gold redistribu- 
tion centre and it is 
going to remain so in 
the "near future,” said 
Mr. Barakat. whose 
Dubai WGC office over- 
sees gold business in the 
Middle East, the Indian 
subcontinent and 

Turkey. 

Mr. Barakat said 
Dubai's gold trade 
would remain high this 
year because of an 
increase in consumption 
in India, Saudi Arabia 
and other countries as 
well as the opening of 
new markets in the 
Middle East, including 
Egypt. 

“Consumption in India 
peaks during the two 
marriage seasons in late 
April and October... The 
recent shopping festival 
in Dubai also boosted 
demand.” 

He said Egypt's gold 
imports from Dubai are 
“steadily growing follow- 
ing Cairo’s decision last 
year to slash duties on 
bullion imports from 10 
to one per cent, and tar- 
iffs on jewellery pur- 
chases from 55 to 35 per 
cent. 

Figures from the 
WGC, a non-profitmak- 
ing organisation aimed 
at promoting the gold 
trade, showed India 
remained the largest 
gold market in the 
world, with consump- 
tion standing at around 
737 tonnes in 1997. 

It was followed by the 
United States, with 
demand at 377 tonnes, 
China at 214 tonnes and 
Turkey ar 202 tonnes. 

In the Arab World, 
Saudi Arabia was by far 
the biggest market, con- 
suming around 199 
tonnes in 1997. Egypt’s 
demand exceeded 100 
tonnes. 

Nearly 85 per cent of 
Dubai's bullion imports 
come from Switzerland. 
Other suppliers include 
South Africa, Britain 
and Germany'. 

Dubai is the main tran- 
shipment centre in the 
Middle East. Its overall 
trade peaked at around 
$24 billion in 1997, 
nearly one fifth of the 
Gulf's total non-oil 
commercial exchange. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
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Now 
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Sports 


Kemp keeps Cavaliers 


from NBA sweep 


CLEVELAND [.AFP I — 
Shawn Kemp refused to let 
his new team fall victim to 
the same old fate in the 
National Basketball 
Association playoffs. 

Kemp scored 31 points, 
including a key late basket, 
and the Cleveland Cavaliers 
beat Indiana 86-77 here 
Monday to avert a first- 
round sweep in their best- 
of-five opening round play- 
off series. 

The Cavaliers snapped a 
seven-game playoff losing 
streak and avoided being 
swept in the first round for 
the fourth time in five sea- 
sons. thanks largely to the 
former Seattle star forward. 

'Tm no Superman or any- 
thing." Kemp said. “I have 
played before in the play- 
offs and have played well. I 
have just tried to be consis- 
tent with my play in the 
playoffs.” 

Tire night's other game 
saw San Anotnio beat visit- 
ing Phoenix 100-88. giving 
the Spurs a 2-1 edge in their 
series, which continues 
Wednesday. 

The Cavaliers trv to win 


their seventh in a row over 
Indiana, and 16th in ISth 
tries at home over the 
Pacers, here on Thursday in 
hopes of forcing a fifth 
game Sunday at 
Indianapolis. 

Cleveland’s Zydrunas 
Ilgauskas scored 13 points, 
igniting a 9-0 run that put 
the Cavaliers ahead 68-61 
with nine minutes and 41 
seconds to play. Wesley 
Person sank a three-point 
basket to cap the spurt. 

The Pacers pulled as close 
SO-77 when Dale Davis 
dunked with just over a 
minute to play. But Kemp 
nailed two free throws, and 
after a miss by Reggie 
Miller, hit a 15-footer with 
the shot clock running down 
to seal the victory. 

“Shawn really made the 
plays inside," "Miller said. 
"We didn't execute down 
the stretch at all. That’s not 
typical of us." 

Kemp made ll-of-21 
shots from the field and 9- 
of-10 from the line. 

"Kemp showed everyone 
that he knows what it's like 
this time of year and what 


level you have to play if 
you're going to move on,” 
said Cavaliers coach Mike 
Fratello. ‘T think he was 
determined to do everything 
that he could to not lei this 
series end." 

Dutch center Rik Smits 
scored 26 points and Miller 
added 18 points for Indiana, 
which had the second-best 
record in the Eastern 
Conference this season. 
Mark Jackson broke his 
club playoff record with 17 
assists. 

"I want these guys to 
know that Thursday is prob- 
ably going to be a tougher 
game.” Indiana coach Larry 
Bird said. "The Cavs want 
to rake it to a Game Five, so 
they are going to have to be 
prepared, every one of 
them. 

"We battled out there 
tonight, but we just didn't 
have a lot of players who 
played as well as we 
thought they would. We had 
too many guys who really 
didn't step it up. And for 
some reason we had too 
many guys that didn't play." 

At San Antonio. Tim 


Pete Sampras 


Sampras returns to top in Atlanta 


ATLANTA (AFP) — 
American Pete Sampras 
reclaimed his piace atop the 
ATP Tour world rankings 
here Monday after the one- 
month reign of Chile’s 
Marceio Rios came to and 
end. 

Now he tries to see if her 
can reach the quarter-finals 
for the first time in four tour- 
naments. 

Sampras. 16-5 this year, is 
the top seed here at the 
S3 15,000 ATP Challenge, 
which began Monday with 
second seed and 1997 run- 
ner-up Jason Stoltenberg of 
Australia beating Peru's Luis 
Homa 6-3, 6-4. 

Rios ended the 102-week 
reign of Sampras on March 
30 by winning at Key 


Biscayne. but fell back when 
an inflamed left elbow pre- 
vented him from defending 
his title last week at Monte 
Carlo. 

Sampras, set to open here 
later this week against fellow 
American Alex O'Brien, beat 
rival Andre Agassi at Monte 
Carlo but then suffered his 
worst loss in eight years, 
falling to France's Fabrice 
Santoro 6-1, 6-1. 

Sampras. 26, only moved 
to the top because Czech Petr 
Korda failed to reach the 
Monte Carlo final, which 
would have earned him 
enough points to vault from 
third to first. 

Korda settled for second 
with Rios third, 10 points 
ahead of Australian Pat 


Rafter and 106 better than 
number five Greg Rusedski 
of Britain. 

Third seed Jim Courier, 
who beat Michael Chang in 
the U.S. Clay Court finals 
Sunday, will open later 
against Maurcio Carlsson, a 
Brazilian qualifier. 

Andrei Pavel of Romania, 
who picked up his first career 
ATP Tour title two weeks ago 
in Tokyo and reached the 
Gay Court semi-finals, faces 
Armenian Sargis Sargsian in 
the first round. 

Uruguay's Marceio 

Filippini. who captured his 
first career ATP Tour title 
here last year, will not 
attempt to defend his title at 
the event, which pays 
$45,000 to the winner. 



Duncan scored 22 points 
while David Robinson 
scored 17 points, pulled 
down 12 rebounds and 
blocked four shots. 

The Spurs had five dou- 
ble-digit scorers and used 
their superior height to full 
advantage over the speedier 
Suns. 

"It feels good not to have 
to score 30 points a night," 
Robinson said. I feel better 
if I can deny them shots 
inside. We didn’t give them 
easy transition buckets. In 
the last game they burned us 
with that." 

Charlotte and the Los 
Angeles Lakers can become 
the first clubs to advance to 
the second round by win- 
ning road games Tuesday to 
complete 3-0 sweeps. The 
Hornets are at Atlanta while 
the Lakers visit Portland. 

Also continuing Tuesday 
is the heated rivalry 
between New York and 
Miami, with the series even 
1-1. The Knicks can 
advance with two home tri- 
umphs over Miami. 



Spurs’ 
Duncan 
named 
NBA’s top 
rookie 


NEW YORK (AFP) — San 
Antonio forward Tim 
Duncan was named the 
National Basketball 

Association’s Rookie of 
the Year here on Monday. 

Duncan averaged 21.1 
points and a team-high 1 1 .9 
rebounds a game for the 
Spurs, who returned to the 
playoffs after making the 
former Wake Forest 
University star the top 
selection of last year's 
NBA Draft. 

The seven-footer is only 
the second Spur so hon- 
ored, the first since his 
front-line partner David 
Robinson received the 
award in 1990. 

The only rookie to play in 
this year's Ail-Star Game, 
Duncan joined Ralph 
Sampson and Robinson as 
the only players to sweep 
the NBA Rookie of the 
Month awards for a season 
since it began in 1981. 

Duncan received 113 of 
116 votes from a panel of 
North American sports 
journalists. New Jersey for- 
ward Keith Van Horn 
claimed three votes. 

The 97.4 per cent vote for 
Duncan was the greatest 
since Shaquille O'Neal, 
now a center with the Los 
Angeles Lakers, received 
98 percent in 1993. 

Duncan paced all NBA 
rookies in scoring, 
rebounds, blocks and 
shooting percentage as 
well as leading the NBA 
with 57 double -doubles — 
10 or more of two different 
statistical categories in a 
single game. 

Duncan also averaged 2.7 
assists and 2J1 blocked 
shots while starting all 82 
games for the Spurs. He 
ranked third in the NBA in 
rebounds and fourth in 
shooting percentage at 54.9 
per cent. 
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Trainer 
talks 
hint at 
Jackson’s 
replacement 


CHICAGO (AFP) — Even 
as the Chicago Bulls contin- 
ue their quest for a sixth 
National Basketball 

Association tide in eight 
years, personnel moves are 

being made to signal the 

breakup of the club. 

The search for - a new 
trainer for the Chicago 
Bulls has touched off 
increased speculation that 
coach Phil Jackson will not 
be retained for next season, 
a move that would likely 
drive away star Michael 
Jordan. 

American football trainer 
Dean Kleinschmidt of the 
New Orleans Saints was 
contacted by Iowa State 
University coach Tim Floyd 
about serving as his trainer 
next season on the Buds. 
Saints coach Mike Ditka 
said. 

Kleinschmidt said he had 
talked with the Bulls and 
said Floyd did not contact 
him on behalf of the team. 
Floyd could have contacted 
the trainer on his own 
behalf with an eye toward 
the team's future, however. 

Ditka, former coach of the 
Chicago Bears. said 
Kleinschmidt spoke with 
“the new coach” of the 
Bulls and replied in the 
affirmative when asked if 
that meant Floyd. 

"I have not interviewed 
Dean Kleinschmidt," Floyd 
said in a statement that 
ignored the possibility he 
spoke with Kleinschmidt in 
a less formal manner about 
the job. 

Floyd has been tied to the 
Bulls because he is a friend 
of ciub general manager 
Jerry Krause, whose hard- 
line attitude ignores 
Jordan's vow that he will 
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Chicago Bulls ace Michael Jordan 

the United States have con- Krause has been concerned NBA star now serving as a 


tacted him regarding the 
Bulls' post because his 
name has been brought up 
as a likely successor. 


"I told them they should 
call Jeny Krause,” Floyd 


..not play for a coach. .other. _said.. 

than. Jackson. . _ • Krause hired Jackson for 


that if the Bulls wait to long television commentator, 
to begin roster changes they warned that any moves 
might be uncompetitive for regarding the Bulls' future 
several years after the title without consulting the cur- 
run ends. rent dub stars could hurt the 

Krause has also alienated championship bid. 

Bulls’ star Scottie Pippen, 

.who.has sought a new con- "It will only upset .§cottie ... 

tract, in .vain and will be a and Michael and make them 
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Whitbread protest upheld 


American League 
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Seattle at Kansas City — Postponed 


National League 
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Cindnnati 
St Louis 
Florida 
Atlanta 
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Arizona 
Los Angeles 
San Diego 
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BALTIMORE (AFP) — EF Education’s protest against 
Whitbread Round the World yachitng race rival Toshiba 
was upheld here on Monday, ruling vetran skipper Dennis 
Conner was at fault. 

Toshiba was penalized two places, falling to ninth and 
last in the seventh leg and moving EF Education up one 
spot to eighth for the leg. 

The protest jury ended 4 1/2 hours of debate by ruling 
Toshiba failed to give right of way to the all-female crew, 
violating collision at sea rules just 95 minutes into the sev- 
enth leg April 20 off Fort Lauderdale. 

"I'm happy. It's not only a racing rule but a safety issue,” 
said France's Christine Guillou. skipper of EF Education. 
“We all take risks. However it’s essential we realize where 
the limits lie." 
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National Hockey League 

First round playoffs (series besc-of-seven). 

• Eastern Conference quarterfinals 
Montreal 3 Pittsburgh 
(Montreal leads series. 2-1) 

Buffalo 6 Philadelphia 
(Buffalo leads series. 2-1) 

• Western Conference quarterfinals 

St Louis 4 Los Angeles 
(St Louis leads series. 3-0) 
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In first seat few players would 
open the South hand with a weak 
two- or three-bid — there’s too 
much chance of missing a heart 
game, or even slam, by eo doing. 
Even worse was South's decision to 
take an advance sacrifice at five 
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diamands, giving the opponents two 
bites at the cherry. While it did 


English Premiership 


The bidding; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
20" S* SO 2a 
5-0 Dbl Pan Pm 
Put 
*woak 


Crystal Palace 0 Man. United 
(Crystal Palace are relegated) 


Opening lead: King of a 


Spanish League 


Here is a cardinal rule when you 
P rt *J n Pl3 Bid the maximum your 
hand warrants with your initial 
Piwoipt, then stay out of the auc- 
tion. South ignored this nreceat in n 


keep East-West out of six chibs, it 
gave them the option of reaping a 
lucrative penalty. 

East followed -with the niae of 
spades to West's opening lead of the 
Iring of spades — a suit preference 
signal for a heart shift. West oblig- 
ed by leading a low heart to the 
king, won the return with the ace 
and continued with the four of 
hearts for partner to ruff 

This time it was East's turn to 
underlead an ace. West won the 
club shift with the king anrl ano ther 
heart allowed East to overruffdnin- 
tay's queen of diamonds with the 
king — down four for an 800- paint 
penalty. 

At the other table East-West did 
not come close to the club slam, 
playing the hand at three no trump 
and scoring two overtricku after- a . 
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team match, and paid a heavy diamond lead. That was a hand-. 


Real Sociedad 1 


D. La Coruna 


some gain for a pretty defense 
against undisciplined bidding'. . 


PHILADELPHIA T 


yT CINEMA TEL >16 34 1 44 

PHILADELPHIA ‘2’ 


CINEMA TEU6W2j.s 

PLAZA 


CINEMA TELJ677420 

CONCORD 


CINEMA TEL S4W79J 

GALLERIA 2 


TEL: 5934 TO 3 


CRYING 

FREEMAN 


Shows: 12:30,3:30,6:15, 
S:30. 10:30 


Yusra & Ilham 
Shahirt ... in 


DANTELLA 

(ARAB IQ 


Shows; 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


The biggest cinema production 


TITANIC 


KIM BASINGER ... IN 

L.A CONFIDENTIAL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 600, 8:15, 10:45 


Shows: 1100, 3.-00, 7:00, 
10:30 pan. 


ISMAIL IA RAYEH GAI 
-KAMANANA 

Shows: 3-30, 6:15, 8-JO, lft30 

V J 


ABDOUN 


TITANIC 

& 

One of Walt Disneys 
best movies 


FLUBBER 


GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

GRAND OPENING 


titanic 

& 

SCREAM 2 


TEL: 4625155iL 


STARTNG APRIL 6TH • 

Don't Laugh Ple^e| 
We're Jordanian^^ 

Starring Hisham YtmeS, Air^. 
Dabbas, Rania Kurdi and the 



at 830 pan. J - - " n ' 

For reservations call: 4640155^6251^.: 





464269 
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Red Sox 
rally to 
win again, 
edge 

Indians 6-5 




■St 


BOSTON CAP) — Midre 
Cummings and Darren 
Lewis- hit eighth-inning 
homers- to give the Boston 
Red Sox another comeback 
.win, '-£5 over the Detroit 

I Tigers on, Monday night 
| The Tigers lost their fifth 
straight and dropped to 4- 
17, matching their worst 
start ever. Detroit has lost 

II in a row on the road. 

The. Red Sox won their 

seventh straight and 
improved to 17-6, with 
eight wins coming in their 
last at-baL They have won 
14 of their last 1 5 games. 

• Athletics 7, Devil Rays 
6: - In Sl Petersburg. 
^Florida, Kevin Mitchell 
drove in three runs, two of 
jthem on a ninth- innin g sin- 
gle, to give the Oakland 

letics a victory over the 
'am pa Bay Devil Rays. 
Mitchell delivered the 
le-wmning hit off 
oberto Hernandez (0-1), 
ho walked the bases 
loaded before blowing a a 
save opportunity for the 
second time in four tries. 

Fred McGriff homered 
twice and drove in five 
/runs, and Miguel Cairo hit 
{his first Major League 
'homer for Tampa Bay, 
which led 5-0 before 
Oakland scored five runs in 
the fifth to tie it. 

• Angels 3, Orioles 1: In 
Baltimore, Chuck Finley 

,F £ ! won his 14th straight deri- 
• sion as the Anaheim Angels 

r - r ; . ^ extended their winning 
* r streak to five games. 

Finley (4-0) gave up four 
. 'L.oharijjj^ over eight innings, 

’ ’ ,J struck out nine and walked 
. six. His winning streak, 
'•?'* which began last July J, is 
, j sbdrt tif life At record 1 

- .. J ^-held-by -Johnny AHen and • 
Dave McNally. 

Finley, who gave up five 

, | runs to Baltimore in his 
UPMp^us start, retired the 
r side in order only once but 
lowered his ERA to an AL- 
best 1.54. 

- j T-f • Yankees 1, Bhie Jays 
.. rprlffO: In New York, the 
Yankees beat Roger 
■ y ninth'— — ■■■■■. 



Pittsburgh Pirates shortstop Tony Womack (top) sails over San Francisco Giants 
Barry Bonds (bottom) to complete a double play on a ball hit by Jeff Kent to end the 
bottom of the first inning in San Francisco (Reuters photo) 


Clemens for the second 
time in less than a week 
and won for the 14th rime 
in 15 games. 

Clemens (2-3) allowed 
just three hits in seven 
innings, and struck out 
eight to pass 2,900 for his 
career. But the four-time 
AL Cy Young winner was 
done in by his control, 
walking six as he lost at 
Yankee Stadium for just the 
■fourth tirne'% 14 career- 
decisions. 

Andy Pettitte (4-2), who 
beat Clemens 9-1 at 
Toronto on April 22, got a 
third-inning sacrifice fly 
from Tino Martinez and 
survived a line-drive dou- 
ble play off his hip to win 
his fourth straight start 

• Rangers 9, Twins 4: In 


Minneapolis, Rick Helling 
joined teammate Aaron 
Sele as the majors' only 
five-game winners and Lee 
Stevens homered as the 
Texas Rangers beat the 
Minnesota Twins. 

Helling, from nearby 
Fargo, North Dakota, 
struck out 10 in 8 2-3 
innings. He gave up eight 
hits and walked three while 
improving to 5 : 0 in front of 
a persona! cheering section 
down the right-field line of 
at least 300 people. 

Helling, who left after 
allowing two hits in the 
ninth, joined Sele and 
Kevin Brown (1990) as the 
only Rangers pitchers to 
win their first five starts in 
a season. Sele picked up his 
fifth victory Sunday. 


Stevens tied a club record 
with his eighth homer in 
April, and Juan Gonzalez 
drove in another run, giv- 
ing him 33 in the month — 
one shy of Tino Martinez’s 
major league record. 

• White Sox 10. Indians 
3: In Chicago, Robin 
Ventura went 4-for-5 with 
two RBIs and rookie Mike 
Caruso hit a -two-run triple, 
leading the Chicago White 
Sox • over ’the * Cleveland 
Indians. 

Ventura doubled in the 
fourth, hit an RBI single in 
the fifth, an RBI triple in 
the sixth and a single in the 
eighth. He has three four- 
hit games this season. 

The Indians have lost 
eight of 1 1 . 


^ BMW Open 

Henman storms back to reach 2nd round 



• ' j- — 


. MUNICH (AFP) — Briton 

\ ‘'.vtf'Rra Henman collected his 
• ' thoughts after losing the sec- 
ond set and stormed back to 
defeat German challenger 
Jens Knippschild 6-4, 4-6, 6- 
1 cm Monday to reach the 
second round of the 

S525.000-BMW Open. 

The fourth sard from 
London made up for last 
week’s opening round loss 
on clay in Monte Carlo as he 
, imposed his game on 

Knippschild, ranked 122 on 
the ATP Tour list. 

Henman plays a second- 
round match against Swede 
-■'■'■J ' Thomas Nydal, who beat 

Christian Vinck of Germany 
7-5, 2-6, 6-3. 

- British top seed Greg 

. . t < Rusedski was to play a late 
. _ afternoon match Tuesday 

V against another German 

\ r >; ! opponent, Oliver Gross. 

Third seed Gustavo 

Kuerten, the French Open 

champion, continued the 
V <V'‘. m * se yy for Goran Ivanisevic, 

‘ s *'.- SeQ duig foe slumping 

Croatian out in foe first 

■^ 70 ^ 64 , 7-6 ( 8 / 6 ). 

■- “I'm still looking for my 
■ said Ivanisevic, also 

' beaten in his first match last 


week in Monte Carlo. “I 
don't have any confidence.' 1 

Holder Mark Philippoussis 
spent less than an hour in 
renewing his clay court supe- 
riority over Spaniard Julian 
Alonso, earning a 7-5, 64- 
win into the second round. 

Philippoussis, seeded fifth, 
beat the world No. 41 
Spaniard last week to start at 
Monte Carlo, but took three 
sets for that victory. 

On Monday, the 
Melbourne big hitter needed 
a mere 56 minutes on the 
Centre Court to advance. 

“I came onto the court and 
got a lot of good feelings 
remembering how well I did 
last year.” said foe defending 
champion from Melbourne. 
“It’s important for me to feel 
comfortable. 

Philippoussis secured foe 
only two breaks of the match 
against the 20-year-old 
Alonso, in the closing game 
of each set. 

Henman’s attacking tennis 
kept the match against 
Knippschild level in the first 
set until the Briton’s back- 
hand return landed just out- 
side foe baseline for a break 
point to Knippschild in foe 


seventh game. 

The German took a 4-3 
advantage when a Henman 
return clipped foe top of the 
net and flew out wide for 4-3 
to the challenger. 

Henman gathered his 
resources quickly for a break 
back as*the German came up 
short on a drop shot. leaving 
the Briton two break points. 
One was enough for Henman 
thanks to another unforced 
error from Knippschild. 

Henman held for 54 and 
secured the set after 30 min- 
utes. The fourth seed put 
over a perfect backhand win- 
ner to leave himself with 
three set-winning chances. 

One missed overhead from 
the increasingly error-prone 
Knippschild ended the set in 
Henman’s favour. 

The German’s resistance 
stiffened in the second and he 
pressed Henman to foe limit 
in foe lengthy seventh game. 

Henman saved three break 
points — one from a 
Knippschild unforced error. 


the second on a smash and 
the third a backhand down 
foe line — before the chal- 
lenger managed to break 
with a backhand pass for 4-3. 

But foe German, who had 
won only two matches — foe 
last in early February — 
coming into foe contest, 
dropped his serve in the 
eighth game wfoen he 
smashed a return wide, get- 
ting Henman back into con- 
tention at 44. 

The security of foe break 
back did not last. Henman 
found himself facing three 
break points a game later and 
fell to 4-5. Knippschild lev- 
elled foe sets after 75 min- 
utes, winning an exchange of 
volleys at foe net. 

Henman took charge again 
in the third, racing through ro 
victory with foe loss of only 
one game to complete foe 
contest in one hour, 37 min- 
utes. 



Apartment for Rent 


number 53. Consists of minister bedroom •Hhbaftrnom.oneslalnflroon^ 
wn, a Evfng room, a ttcben and a large gbssofin wramb wftiefi cookf be 
to a bedroom. Die apartment b wtth a tefcphone 

,B d independent cntral heating and a aatellite TV eyatem 
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Sporty 200 increases appeal of Rover cars range 

THE SPORTY agile Rover 200 has been launched in Jordan by the 
Jordan Automobile Company (JAC). 

Manufactured by Britain's largest car manufacturer. Rover Group, 
the Rover 200 is the latest car to bear the distinctive Rover Badge, 
adding a young, dynamic and sporty vehicle to the range of Rover 
800 and 400 cars already available in Jordan. 

The new Rover 200 series offers owners new visual flair, more sig- 
nificant than any previous Rover, with a low sporting stance and 
aggressive profile to underline its performance and quality. 
Powered by the award winning K-series engine, foe 1.4 litre six- 
teen-valve Rover 200 offers exceptional performance with impres- 
sive fuel economy. 

The interior of the new Rover 200 reflects the grace and exhilara- 
tion of the exterior, with special trim materials and colours adding 
detail to foe fascia, door casings and seating, and a notably high 
“feel-good" factor. 

Safety is paramount throughout the Rover cars range, with top pri- 
ority on primary and secondary safety, and testing well beyond 
mandatory legislation. Standard on foe Rover 200, twin airbags are 
provided along with front seatbelt pre-tensioners, which work in 
combination to give the ultimate protection. Side intrusion beams 
have also been placed in all doors to ensure maximum side impact 
protection. 


AC Milan play final card 


ROME (AFP) — AC Milan 
are hoping for one moment 
of glory in an otherwise dis- 
astrous season here on 
Wednesday night, when 
they take on Lazio in foe 
second leg of The Italian 
Cup final. 

Once foe emperors of 
Europe, mighty AC Milan 
are now foe paupers of foe 
Serie A. clinging desperate- 
ly to a fortunate 1-0 lead 
from foe first leg in San Siro 
three weeks ago. 

Their league form has 
been so poor — witness 
Sunday's goalless home 
draw with Seria A whipping 
boys Napoli — that AC 
Milan are not even good 
enough to qualify for this 
summer's lntertoto Cup. 

Coach Fabio Capello 
readily admits: “It hasn't 
been a good season, in fact 
it's been a disaster." 

Club president Silvio 
Berlusconi has already 
started planning next sea- 
son's revolution, agreeing 
terms with Udinese for foe 
Serie A’s top goalscorer, 
Oliver BierhofF of 


Germany. 

But he won't be there on 
Wednesday night, and only 
George Weah’s 90fo minute 
header from keeper 

Sebasiiano Rossi's monu- 
mental goal-kick will give 
them hope of a place in the 
European Cup Winners 

Cup. 

\Veah. who w ill probably 
be partnered by Maurizio 
Ganz instead of Dutchman 
Patrick KJuivert up front, 
said: “The Italian Cup is all 
we've got lefL 

”ln Rome. ue'\e just got 
to win. that's all there is to 
it. Even if we have to leave 
an arm or a leg behind after- 
wards” 

French hardman Marcel 
Desail I) warns a first-round 
knockout. sa\ing: “We’ve 
got to score early, that way 
we'll be able ro control foe 
game." 

Croatian Zvonimir Boban 
will lead foe charge from 
midfield, supported by 
Demetrio Albertini. with 
Capello still to choose 
between France’s Ibrahim 
Ba and Yugoslav interna- 


tional Dejan Saviccvic on 
the right. 

Leonardo is meanwhile 
away on international duty 
with Brazil. 

Bur if it’s Milan’s la.^ 
throw of the dice. Lazio also 
have a lot to prove after a 
month in which nothing has 
gone right for the club.' 

At one stage, they were 
shooting for a place in the 
European Champions 
League, if not foe Italian 
championship title itself. 

In the dramatic free-fall 
since then. Lazio have lost 
three and drawn one in their 
last four games, losing all 
possible hope of either 
objective. 

The defeat at San Siro will 
clearly not help matters on 
Wednesday, jnd neither will 
a tw isted knee for Croatian 
striker Alen Boksic. who 
will miss this final and the 
UEFA Cup one on May 6 
against Inter Milan. 

Coach Sven Goran 
Eriksson admitted: 

“Unfortunately, in our last 
few league matches it has 
been easy for our opponents 


to score goals. 

“And at the same lime, we 
seem to need to create a lot 
of chances at the other end 
before we're able to score 
oursefte**. 

"That said. 1 genuinely 
believe that when it comes 
to the cup. the concentration 
and the commitment will be 
different." 

Lazio will be relying on 
Rohenu Mancini and 
Pierluigi Casiraghi up front, 
but will be without 
Argentinian defender Jo-e 
Chamot. who suffered a 
thigh muscle injurv in 
Sunday's 2-1 defeat to 
Parma. 

Mancini said: "I don't 
know whether we'll manage 
it during the 90 minutes, 
extra time or on penalties. 
But we've got to u in." 

And he added: "Casiraghi 
is the man who is going to 
lift the cup for us. He's been 
unlucky recently, but he 
deserves an important guai. 
We' 11 score for sure. The 
thing will be to stop them 
doina so." 


United 
keep up 
title 

pressure 
as Palace 
go down 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Manchester United kept 
alive their fading title hopes 
with a 3-0 win "which con- 
demned Crystal Palace to 
relegation from foe English 
Premiership at Selhurst 
Park on Monday. 

England midfielders Paul 
Scholes. and Nicky Butt 
both scored early on before 
Andy Cole wrapped up foe 
win with United's third 
seven minutes from time. 

The victory doses foe gap 
on leaders Arsenal to just 
one point, but foe defending 
champions have played two 
games more and have only 
two more left to play. 

Basement club Palace, 
meanwhile, make a prompt 
return to the first division 
after just one season back in 
the top flight. 

Victory was essential for 
Alex Ferguson’s side as a 
defeat to Palace and an 
Arsenal win over Derby on 
Wednesday would have 
seen the Gunners crowned 
as champions. 

In 37 league meetings 
between the two sides there 



Crystal Palace's Sasa Curcic <L) is tackled by Manchester United's Nicky Butt dur- 
ing their crucial Pemiership clash at Selhurst Park (Reuters photo) 


has never been a goalless 
draw, and after just six min- 
utes Scholes ensured foe 
sequence continued with an 
excellently worked goal. 

The match started at a fre- 
netic pace before Teddy 
Sheringhum and Andy Cole 
combined to let in Scholes. 
who limed his run from 
midfield to perfection 
before bury ing a low shot 
under Palace 'keeper Kevin 
Miller. 

United, with just two wins 
in their previous seven 
games, looked anything but 
jaded after a gruelling sea- 
son and foe\ scored a sec- 


ond on 2 1 minutes to virtu- 
ally guarantee foe force 
points. 

Cole again played a key- 
role in foe goal, flicking the 
ball over his head into the 
path of Bun. who dummied 
the Palace defence before 
firing home a low shot front 
the edge of the area. 

United continued to press 
with David Beckham and 
Ryan Giggs both going 
close with efforts from just 
outside foe area. 

The defending champions 
continued to create chances 
after the interval and Cole 
should have made it 3-0 


when he put a free header 
wide of foe target from eight 
yards. 

The game flowed from 
one end to foe other with 
both sides going all out fur 
goals, and" Palace should 
have reduced foe deficit 20 
minutes from time when 
Neil Shippericy missed an 
open goal from five yards. 

Palace were the only 
Premiership team that Cole 
had never scored again.s: but 
he ended that record on S3 
minutes when he walked the 
ball into the back of foe net 
after more good work by the 
dynamic Scholes. 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, 
salon, dining room, central heating, 
garden, 2 baths & a Jacuzzi. 
Location: Jabal Af-Weibdeh. 

For more details please call 
Mobile: 079/87778 
from 4:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT ' 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, TV room + 2 salons 
Annual rent: JD 8,000 

Tel.: 891 890, Mobile: 079-75586 


P 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
SPRING CARNIVAL 

The ACS Spring Carnival will be held on 
Friday, May 1, 1998 

at the school between 7th and 8th Circles, 
next to the Royal Automobile Club 
11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Come and join the fun. Good food, fun games, 
live music and lots of valuable prizes. 
Entrance fee 500 fils 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Located in the best area of Sweifiyieh, 9 Amin El Momany 
St., very near to Orthodox Church. Consists of 3 bed- 
rooms and utilities, independent telephone, separate 
heating, video and satellite, suitable for diplomats. Rent 
annually, monthly or any period. 

For more information call Tel.: 5928092, 4642072 


f 


WANTED FOR FRENCH DIPLOMAT ^ 

(COUPLE ONLY) 

Individual house, semi-villa or ground floor. 
Garden with trees. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 
Quiet area in West Amman 
JD8.000 - JD1 0.000 /year 

Call 4641273/4 


REQUIRED FOR A QATARI 


COMPANY 


Vacancies for Project Manager, Engineers 
& Technicians. 

— Experience with Security & Fire Alarm 
Systems. 

— Minimum of 5 years experience with 
reputed companies. 

— Fluency in English language both spo- 
ken and written. 

— Attractive salary package according to 
experience. 

Please send your CV to the address men- 
tioned below: 


P.O. Box 20151 
Doha, Qatar 
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Israel approves further 
expansion of settlements 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli government has 
approved the construction 
of 807 new settlement-units 
in the West Bank settlement 
of Efrat, nearly triple the 
number originally planned, 
the Haaretz newspaper 
reported Tuesday. 

The newspaper published 
a picture showing an aerial 
view of construction at the 
site for the new settlement 
on a large hill south of 
Efrat. located in the Gush 
Etzion bloc of settlements 
south of Bethlehem. 

The new construction 
would increase the size of 
Efrat by about 60 per cent 
as pan of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
controversial policy of 
expanding the 144 existing 
Jewish settlements in the 
West B ank . 


Israel’s previous Labour 
government bad planned to 
add 286 housing units to 
Efrat but this was increased 
to 807 by the Netanyahu 
administration. Haaretz 
said. 

The newspaper said 
expansion plans for settle- 
ments in the area included 
building a road linking 
Gush Etzion to the site of a 
planned new settlement in 
Arab east Jerusalem known 
as JabaJ Abu Ghneim. 

While one settler bypass 
road already exists between 
the two sites, passing to the 
west of Bethlehem, the new 
road would run east of the 
Palestinian-ruled city. 

The road would eventual- 
ly form the core for a corri- 
dor of Jewish settlements 
linking Arab east Jerusalem 
to Gush Etzion in a large 


greater Jerusalem munici 
polity. 

Start of construction on 
Har Homa in March 1997 
sparked a breakdown 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
negotiations which still 
remain deadlocked. 

U.S. proposals to end the 
crisis include a demand that 
Israel halt or significantly 
slow down settlement 
expansion in the occupied 
territories, a demand Mr. 
Netanyahu has so far reject- 
ed. 

Critics say the settlement 
construction is designed to 
broaden the area Israel 
plans to claim in future 
negotiations on the final sta- 
tus of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip — where some 
2.5 milli on Palestinians 
hope to create their own 
state. 


Sudan, Egypt reach accord 
on confiscated property 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan said Tuesday that it 
had reached partial agree- 
ment with Egypt on the 
return of property co nfiscated 
over the past six years in the 
latest sign of improved ties 
between the two countries. 

The two sides agreed that 
some of the Egyptian build- 
ings and installations in 
Sudan confiscated since 1992 
should be returned immedi- 
ately while others be handed 
back in three months to three 
years, Sudanese Foreign 
Ministry Undersecretary Ha- 
sson Abdin told the daily A1 
Usbu. 

The installations in ques- 
tion include buildings and 
rest-houses of the Egyptian 
ministries of irrigations and 
defence and schools of the 
Egyptian educational mission 
m Khartoum arid dlsewhfire. 

Egypt ruled Sudan in con- 
dominium with Britain until 
its independence in the 
1950s. 

Mr. Abdin said no agree- 


ment had been reached on a 
date for returning the 
Khartoum branch of Cairo 
University which Khartoum 
confiscated and renamed 
Two Niles University. 

Sudan proposed a five-year 
handover period for the uni- 
versity buildings to allow 
time for the Two Niles 
University to find a new cam- 
pus but the Egyptian side 
demanded that the buddings 
be evacuated in a year. Mr. 
Abdin said adding that the 
two sides had agreed to con- 
tinue discussion of die issue. 

Mr. Abdin said Sudan had 
agreed that all the buildings 
be handed over in the condi- 
tion in which they were 
before their confiscation and 
that any ensuing dispute be 
resolved through legal chan- 
nels. 

"Egypt ^ had agreed to "a 
Sudanese proposal to pay 
compensation for use of 
equipment and installations 
in kind as well as cash, he 
said. 


The Sudanese official said 
the lOdaysofbehind-closed- 
doors meetings which ended 
Sunday had been “construc- 
tive.” 

“They have laid down a 
time range for handing over a 
large number of the installa- 
tions,” he said. 

Sudanese President Omar 
AI Bashir ordered the imme- 
diate reconsideration of the 
issue of the confiscated prop- 
erty last month in the latest of 
a series of moves towards a 
rapprochement between the 
two countries. 

Gen. Bashir said his deci- 
sion came “in compliance 
with the state’s policy of 
removing all impediments 
before the tremendous devel- 
opment process being wit- 
nessed in the eternal relations 
of the two sisterly countries.” 

Relations between Cairo 
and Khartoum bad been 
strained since Gen. Bashir's 
Islamic-led government 
came to power in 1989. 


Libya says Lockerbie families to 
support its case for neutral trial 


CAIRO (AFP) — A repre- 
sentative of the families of 
British victims of the 
Lockerbie plane bombing 
has agreed to work with 
Tripoli to press Washington 
to agree to a neutral trial of 
the Libyan suspects in the 
bombing, Libyan officials 
said here Monday. 

“We have agreed with the 
representative of the 
Lockerbie victims to step up 
efforts to put pressure on 
America in order to make it 
accept the peaceful initia- 
tive,” Libyan Justice 
Minister Mohammed 
Belgacem Zouai told 


reporters at Cairo airport. 

Last week Libya agreed to 
hand over the two suspects 
in the 1988 bombing of a 
U.S. airliner over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, for 
trial by a panel chaired by a 
judge named by British 
Premier Tony Blair. 

The agreement, which 
stipulates the transfer of the 
two Libyan suspects to a 
neutral country for trial, 
was announced April 22 by 
Jim Swire, who lost his 
daughter in the Pan 
American plane bombing 
which killed 270 people. 

Following a visit to 


Tripoli last week, Mr. Swire 
said Libyan leader 

Muammar Qadhafi had per- 
sonally agreed to let the sus- 
pects stand trial before a 
panel of five judges chaired 
by a senior Scottish judge 
appointed by Mr. Blair. 

The U.N. Security 

Council has imposed a ban 
on arms sales and flights to 
Libya over its refusal to 
hand over the suspects for 
trial in the United States or 
Scotland. 

Mr. Zouai said U.S. insis- 
tence on a trial in the United 
States or Scotland was “for 
political reasons." 


NICOSIA I AFP) — 
Turkish-Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash said 
Tuesday that he was ready 
to join’ four-way talks on 
the divided island's future 
with Greece, Turkey and 
the internationally-recog- 
nised government in 
Nicosia. 

Mr. Denktash also 
appeared to drop his insis- 
tence on prior recognition 
of his breakaway state as a 
precondition for the talks 
in the interview published 
Tuesday in the Turkish- 
Cypriot daily Kibris. 

“We are ready to reach a 
preliminary agreement for 
a four-way conference," 
the Turkish-Cypriot leader 
said. 

“We have never avoided 
a four- way conference, but 
preliminary talks are nec- 
essary to prepare for it." 

The U.S. State 
Department’s Cyprus 

coordinator Thomas 

Miller proposed the idea 
of a four-way conference 
on the island's future dur- 
ine receni visits to the 


told Following a visit to political reasons." 

-Cypriot leader agrees to 
y talks on island’s future 


island and to Turkey, 
Turkish diplomats have 
said. 

But Cypriot President 
Glafcos Clerides on April 
23 denied that Mr. Miller 
had made any such pro- 
posal to his government. 
‘'No such thing was put 
forward to our side/' he 
told the official Cyprus 
News Agency. CNA. 

Mr. Denktash has previ- 
ously insisted on recogni- 
tion of the breakaway 
Turkish Republic of North 
Cyprus (TRNC) he 
declared in 1983 as a pre- 
condition for resuming 
talks with the Greek- 
Cypriot side which were 
broken off late last year 
following the European 
Union's decision to allow 
Nicosia to negotiate mem- 
bership for the island. 

But in the interview 
Monday. Mr. Denktash, 
who insists the govern- 
ment in Nicosia represents 
only Greek Cypriots, said 
only that bis breakaway 
administration should be 
taken into consideration. 


“We are not demanding 
that the United Nations 
recognise the TRNC — 
we are calling for the exis- 
tence of our state to be 
taken into consideration." 
he told the newspaper 
without elaborating. 

Mr. Denktash's com- 
ments come just days 
before U.S. President Bill 
Clinton’s special envoy 
for Cyprus. Richard 
Holbrooke, makes an 
“important" visit to the 
island for talks with the 
two communities' leaders. 

The island has been 
divided since 1974 when 
Turkey invaded the north- 
ern third of the island fol- 
lowing a Greek-Cypriot 
coup in Nicosia seeking 
union with Greece. 

Ankara, which still 
maintains 35.000 troops in 
the north. Is the only gov- 


ernment which recognises 


the TRNC. 

Washington has said it 
will launch a major initia- 
tive this year to settle the 
Cyprus pmhlem. 



AMERICAN AID GROUP LEAVES FOR BAGHDAD: Movie star Val Kilmer, along with two AmeriCares workers, 
holds a sign before leaving Tuesday on a plane being loaded with medical supplies for the sanctions-hit people of 
Iraq. AmeriCares, an American humanitarian group that has made previous deliveries to Afgha nist a n , North Korea, 
and Bosnia, was scheduled to leave Monday, but had to delay the trip until Iraq gave permission for the flight- The 
aid delivery, totalling over 30,000 kilogrammes, is the first American airlift since the U.N. sanctions were imposed 
in 1990 (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Russian premiere names first 
appointments to new cabinet 


MOSCOW (AP) — 
Prominent reformer Boris 
Nemtsov was named to 
Russia’s new government on 
Tuesday, topping a list of 
former high-level officials 
rapped to work with Prime 
Minister Sergei Kiriyenko. 

The prime minister pre- 
sented his candidates to 
President Boris Yeltsin 
Tuesday evening, and seven 
ministers in the former gov- 
ernment were named after 
their meeting. 

They include Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov, 
Defence Minister Igor 
Sergeyev, and Finance 
Minister Mikhail Zadornov, 
the ITAR-TASS and Interfax 
news agencies reported. 
Sergei Stepashin, whom Mr. 
Yeltsin had named acting 
interior minister, was also 
appointed. 

Viktor Khristenko, a for- 
mer deputy finance minister. 


was named a deputy prime 
minis ter along with 

Nemtsov. Minis ter of 

Emergency Situations Sergei 
Shoigu. Education Minister 
Alexander Tikhonov, and 
Transport Minister Nikolai 
Aksenenko are all set to 
resume work in the new gov- 
ernment. the news agencies 
said. 

No more appointments 
were expected to be 
announced on Tuesday. 
Russian television and the 
news agencies reported, cit- 
ing the presidential press ser- 
vice. 

Mr. Kiriyenko, who won a 
month-long confirmation 
battle with the Communist- 
led parliament on Friday, 
spent the last several days 
out of the limelight while 
working on the composition 
of the new Cabinet. 

The president has said he 
wants a young, energetic 


team to speed up the pace of 
reforms, which have yet to 
revive Russia's economy. 

Many parliament leaders 
rushed to meet with Mr. 
Kiriyenko on Monday in a 
last-minute attempt to get 
cabinet seats. 

“We would not like to be 
late and hear them say they 
have only the job of a deputy 
minister of tourism left,” 
said ultranationalist 

Vladimir Zhirinovsky. 

Russia's interim govern- 
ment has been handling only 
routine business- since Mr. 
Yeltsin dismissed the previ- 
ous Cabinet on March 23 for 
failing to produce tangible 
economic and social 
progress. 

Mr. Kiriyenko can expect a 
tough fight with the opposi- 
tion-dominated State Duma, 
parliament’s lower house, 
when he tries to push his 
economic reforms. The 


appointment of Nemtsov, a 
strong proponent of reform, 
suggests that the government 
will continue on the reform 
course. 

The Duma confirmed Mr. 
Kiriyenko on the third and 
final ballot Friday. Many 
members changed their 
votes rather than risk the dis- 
bandment of parliament that 
would have followed a third 
rejection of Mr. Kiriyenko. 

Duma's Communist 
speaker Gennady Seleznyov 
warned on Monday that the 
battle was not over. He said 
parliament would propose _ a 
no-confidence motion if the 
economy did not improve. 

The Yeltsin administration 
and parliament remain at 
odds over several vital 
issues, such as ratification of 
the START II nuclear arms 
reduction treaty, and plans to 
revise the country's 
unwieldy tax system. 


Kurdish 
guerrilla 
leader says 
PKK killed 
Palme 


ANKARA (AP) — A top 
Kurdish leader captured 
earlier this month claims 
his guerrilla organisation 
was responsible for the 
1986 slaying of Swedish 
Premier Oiof Palme, a 
Turkish newspaper 

reported Tuesday. 

Semdin Sakik. who 
commanded operations 
of the Kurdish rebel 
group Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKKj inside 
Turkey as the group's No. 
2 leader, was abducted by 
Turkish troops in north- 
ern Iraq. 

The Istanbul daily 
Sabah reported that Mr. 
Sakik claimed during his 
pre-trial interrogation 
that PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan ordered Palme’s 
assassination because of 
Sweden's decision to 
extradite eight PKK 
rebels. 

Palme was killed while 
he and wife walked home 
unguarded from a movie 
theatre in downtown 
Stockholm. Christer 
Pettersson was convicted 
of the killing, but the ver- 
dict was overturned by a 
higher court on grounds 
of insufficient evidence. 

Sweden's supreme 
court is considering a 
motion to retry Mr. 
Pettersson. Thai decision 
will be made no earlier 
than late next month. 

Prosecutor Jan 

Danielsson. who leads 
Sweden's investigation in 
the Palme killing, could 
not immediately be 
reached for comment on 
the PKK claim. 


40 massacred in Algeria: officials 

Swiss put restraints on 
Algerian Islamist leader 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Assailants killed 40 people 
overnight Monday in the 
Medea region of Algeria. 80 
kilometres south of the capital, 
a security services statement 
said Tuesday. 

The butchery took place in 
the hamlet of Chouardia. in the 
neighbourhood of Sidi- 
Naamane, said the statement, 
which added that once alerted, 
the security services went 
''immediately' to the site. The 
statement was carried by 
Algerian Radio. 

The attack, coinciding with 
celebrations marking the start 
of the Muslim new year, was 
the bloodiest in a month. 

On the night of March 26-27. 
57 people were murdered in 
the Saida region, some 500 
kilometres southwest of 
Algiers, and another 47 — 
including 27 children — were 
killed in the Djelfa region, 300 
kilometres south of the capital. 
On April 5. attackers, massa- 
cred 28 people, mostly women 
and little girls, in Algiers’ 
Arzew slum, site of die coun- 
try's largest gas terminal. 

The Medea incident 

appeared to signal a fresh 
upsurge in violence. 


BERN (AFP) — The Swiss government acted Monday to restrict 
the political activities of exiled Algerian Islamic leader Ahmed 
Zaoiu, who is already under house arrest, the federal justice and 
police department said. 

Swiss police immediately seized Mn Zaoui’s fax machine and 
banned him from making use of the Internet and electronic mail 

The government said Mr. Zaoui’s actions might lead to violence 
or terrorist attacks in Switzerland. 

An official communique said the actions of Mr. ZaouL a l^-W 
of the banned Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) were a threat not only 
to Switzerland’s internal security but could harm its relations with 
foreign governments and compromise the country’s external 
security. 

Mr. ZaouL who is under house arrest at Sion in the south west- 
ern canton of Valais, is henceforth banned from doing anything to 
bring about political change through violence. . 

Unconfirmed reports said dent before the Medea mas- 


reports 

Islamist flyers had been distrib- 
uted in parts of the capital 
threatening new attacks. 

Last Saturday, two women 
had their throats slit and five 
were kidnapped in the industri- 
al town of Annaba, while two 
people were killed in broad 
daylight in a cafe at Bordj Al Tte assailants used explo- 
Kiffan, and two bodies were rives to bring the building 
found Monday morning in down and then opened fire on 

nearby Boidj AI Bahri soldiers who tried to escape. 

The week’s deadliest inci- the reports said. 


sacre took place in tire Larbaa 
maintains south of Algiers 
where press reports said some 
30 soldiers were killed in an 
attack on their banarks. 
Officials have not confirmed 
the attack. 


Iran: British ‘spy’ was journalist 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
British national arrested in 
Iran six months ago for spy- 
ing was a joumaiist working 
for independent television’s 
Channel 4 and was only 
detained for three hours, 
Iranian embassy and televi- 
sion officials said Monday. 

G wynne Roberts was 
arrested while filming with- 
out authorisation in a mili- 
tary area in Iran’s Kurdistan 
region, according to the 
Iranian govemmenL 

"He was taken for some 
questioning and released. 


presumably without any 
charges” said Reza Shoja, 
an Iranian embassy diplo- 
mat. 

A Channel 4 spokes- 
woman said: “I can confirm 
that Gwynne vvas arrested 
but not charged about six 
months ago in Iran while 
filming for dispatches about 
ihe plight of the Kurds.” 

The spokeswoman Insisted 
that Mr. Roberts had proper 
accreditation and said he 
was released after about 
three hours. 

Mr. Roberts, an indepen- 


dent filmmaker, said from 
his London office thnr ft was 
“utter nonsense” to suggest 
he had been spying." He 
insisted he had been arrested 
in Tehran, not Kurdistan, 
and had full permission to be 
working in Iran. 

Mr. Roberts travelled to 
Iran in November last year 
to make a documentary on 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein s use of poisonous 
gas against the Kurdish pop- 
ulation of Halabja, across 
the border in northern Iraq. 
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Titanic apologies 


Hot d’Or — Hot damn! 


‘We want to stay’ 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Three Australian actors who 
played policemen in “LA 
Confidential” liked it so 
much they stayed. In the 
film that won an Academy 
Award for Kim Basinger as 
best supporting actress. 
Aussie stars C. James 
Cromwell, .RusscU , Crowe 
and Guy Pierce played 
American police - officers. 
And after filming ended, 
they had fallen so in love 
with Los Angeles that they 
moved there. *7 love the 
area, it’s so beautiful with 
the sun shining all the time, 
the nightclubs and surreal 
atmosphere,” Pierce gushes. 
"1 thought it was a facade, 
but after filming “LA 
Confidential.” we got to go 
on locations where 1 
thought I’d like to live, so 
I’m living near the HOLLY- 
WOOD sign.” Crowe adds: 
“Sure, you could say it's for 
the work, I moved here for 
the work, but really I could 
work in Australia, too. 


‘I have it, I use it’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — Mark 
Wahlbeig knows his limits. 
Following his acclaimed 
performance in “Boogie 
Nights/’ the actor who 
transformed hims elf from 
rapper Marky Mark into a 
bankable Hollywood talent 
recently tried comedy in 
“The Big Hit.” He’s ready 
to tackle new kinds of roles 
too, with one exception. “I 
want to stay away from 
Shakespeare,” Wablberg 

says in the Sunday Daily 
News. Known for dropping 
his pants on stage as a rap- 
per and as Calvin Klein 
underwear model. 

Wahl berg revealed much 
more skin in “Boogie 
Nights." the story of a 
1980s pom star. He’s for 
from ashamed. ‘7 have it. so 
1 use iL” 


4 


LONDON (R)— The mak- 
ers of the film “Titanic” 
have apologised " to__.a 
Scottish to wn for turning its 
local hero into a vflJain m a 
letter to Alisdair Morgan, 
the member of parliament 
for Murdoch's hometown 
Dalbeattie. The Oscar- 
sweeping Hollywood 
movie showed the Titanic's 
first officer, William 
Murdoch, taking a bribe, 
shooting a third class pas- 
senger who tried to fight his 
way into a lifeboat arid then 
turning his gun on himse lf. 
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PARIS (AFP) — The 
Cannes film festival 
promises to be a little bit 
hotter this year, and it won’t 
be thanks to the weather. 
While the mainstream 
movie stars compete for the 
Golden Palm awards at the 
festival’s 51st edition next 
month, the stars of porno- 
graphic cinema will be 
rewarded for their talents 
too. The seventh Hot d’Or 
awards, the self-styled 
Oscars of sex, will be hand- 
ed out in Cannes on May 
20, bang in the middle of 
the mainstream festival. 
Eleven categories are up for 
grabs in the Hot d’Or. 
Honorary awards are also 
being handed out to, among 
others. U.S. porn star John 
Stagliano and former 
“Baywaich” actress Pamela 
Anderson. 
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Maxim’s Restaurant 
wines fetch nearly 
$900,000 


NEW YORK (AFP) — An 
auction of bottles of- wit* 
from the legendap' 
Maxim’s Restaurant in 
Paris brought in $894,000, 
auctioneer Francois Tajan 
said Together with a similar 
auction last June ih Paris, 
more than 20.000 bottles of 
wine have been sold?V l . 
the French Maxim’s - win® 
cellar, which holds about 
100,000 bottles, fifty 
wine were eannaiked for 
the AIDS resean*Jnsti tD ® 
in Paris headed by ' L*?. 
Mon tagni er — 
sale brought. the, jg!®? 6 . 
$33,000. 
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